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THE AUTOBI OGRAPHY OF BENJAM N FRANKLI N

by Benjam n Franklin

Part One

Twyford, at the Bishop of St Asaph's 1771

Dear Son,

I have ever had a Pleasure in obtaining any little Anecdotes of ny
Ancestors. You may renenber the Enquiries | made anong the Remains of
ny Rel ati ons when you were with me in England; and the journey | took
for that purpose. Now imagining it may be equally agreeable to you to
know the G rcunstances of ny Life, many of which you are yet
unacquai nted with; and expecting a Weks uninterrupted Leisure in ny
present Country Retirenment, | sit down to wite themfor you. To which
| have besides some other Inducenents. Having energ'd fromthe Poverty
& oscurity in which I was born & bred, to a State of Affluence & sone
Degree of Reputation in the Wbrld, and having gone so far thro' Life
with a considerable Share of Felicity, the conduci ng Means | made use
of , which, with the Blessing of God, so well succeeded, ny Posterity
may |like to know, as they may find some of themsuitable to their own
Situations, & therefore fit to be imtated.- That Felicity, when |
reflected on it, has induc'd nme sonetinmes to say, that were it offer'd

to ny Choice, | should have no (hjection to a Repetition of the sane
Life fromits Beginning, only asking the Advantage Authors have in a
second Edition to correct sonme Faults of the first. So would I if |

m ght, besides correcting the Faults, change sone sinister Accidents

& Events of it for others nore favourable, but tho' this were deny'd, |
shoul d still accept the Ofer. However, since such a Repetition is not
to be expected, the Thing nost like living one's Life over again, seens
to be a Recollection of that Life; and to make that Recollection as
durabl e as possible, the putting it down in Witing.- Hereby, too,

shall indulge the Inclination so natural in old Men, to be tal king of

t hensel ves and their own past Actions, and | shall indulge it, wthout
bei ng troubl esone to others who thro' respect to Age m ght think

t hensel ves oblig'd to give ne a Hearing, since this may be read or not
as any one pleases. And lastly, (I may as well confess it, since ny
Denial of it will be believ'd by no body) perhaps | shall a good dea
gratify my own Vanity. Indeed | scarce ever heard or saw the

i ntroductory Wrds, Wthout Vanity | may say, &c. but some vain thing
i mediately foll ow d. Mdst People dislike Vanity in others whatever
Share they have of it thenselves, but | give it fair Quarter wherever
meet with it, being persuaded that it is often productive of Good to
the Possessor & to others that are within his Sphere of Action: And
therefore in many Cases it would not be quite absurd if a Man were

to thank God for his Vanity anong the other Conforts of Life.-

And now | speak of thanking God, | desire with all Humlity to
acknow edge, that I owe the nention'd Happi ness of ny past Life to his
ki nd Providence, which led ne to the Means | us'd & gave them Success. -
My Belief of This, induces nme to hope, tho" | nmust not presuneg,
that the sane Goodness will still be exercis'd towards ne in continui ng
t hat Happi ness, or in enabling nme to bear a fatal Reverso, which | may



experi ence as others have done, the Conplexion of nmy future Fortune
bei ng known to himonly: and in whose Power it is to bless to us even
our Afflictions.

The Notes one of ny Uncles (who had the sane kind of Curiosity in
collecting Fam |y Anecdotes) once put into ny Hands, furnish'd me with
several Particulars, relating to our Ancestors. Fromthose Notes |
learnt that the Famly had liv'd in the same Village, Ecton in
Nor t hanpt onshire, for 300 Years, & how nuch | onger he knew not,
(perhaps fromthe Tine when the Name Franklin that before was the
Nane of an Order of People, was assunid by themfor a Surnane, when
ot hers took Surnanes all over the Kingdom-) *001 on a Freehold of
about 30 Acres, aided by the Smith's Business which had continued in

the Famly till his Tine, the el dest Son being always bred to that
Busi ness. A Custom which he & ny Father both followed as to their
el dest Sons.- When | search'd the Register at Ecton, | found an Account

of their Births, Marriages and Burials, fromthe Year 1555 only, there
bei ng no Register kept in that Parish at any tine preceding.- By that
Register | perceiv'd that | was the youngest Son of the youngest Son
for 5 Generations back. My G andfather Thomas, who was born in 1598,
lived at Ecton till he grew too old to foll ow Business | onger, when he
went to live with his Son John, a Dyer at Banbury in Oxfordshire, with
whom ny Father serv'd an Apprenticeship. There ny G andfather died and
lies buried. W saw his Gravestone in 1758. Hi s el dest Son Thormas liv'd
in the House at Ecton, and left it with the Land to his only Child, a
Daughter, who with her Husband, one Fisher of Wellingborough sold it to
M Isted, now Lord of the Manor there. My G andfather had 4 Sons that
grew up, viz. Thomas, John, Benjam n and Josiah. | will give you what
Account | can of themat this distance fromny Papers, and if those are
not lost in ny Absence, you will anong themfind many nore Particul ars.
Thomas was bred a Smith under his Father, but being ingenious, and
encourag'd in Learning (as all his Brothers like wise werre,) by an
Esquire Pal mer then the principal Gentleman in that Parish, he
qualify'd hinself for the Business of Scrivener, becane a considerable
Man in the County Affairs, was a chief Myver of all publick Spirited
Undert aki ngs, for the County or Town of Northanpton & his own Vill age,
of which many Instances were told us at Ecton and he was much taken
Notice of and patroniz'd by the then Lord Halifax. He died in 1702 Jan.
6. old Stile, just 4 Years to a Day before I was born. The Account we
receiv'd of his Life & Character from sonme old People at Ecton, |
renenber struck you as sonething extraordinary fromits Simlarity to
what you knew of mine. Had he died on the sane Day, you said one m ght

have suppos'd a Transmigration.- John was bred a Dyer, | believe of
Whol | ens. Benjamin, was bred a Silk Dyer, serving an Apprenticeship at
London. He was an ingenious Man, | remenber himwell, for when | was a

Boy he canme over to ny Father in Boston, and lived in the House with us
some Years. He lived to a great Age. Hi s G andson Samuel Franklin now
lives in Boston. He left behind himtwo Quarto Vol unes, MS. of his own
Poetry, consisting of little occasional Pieces address'd to his Friends
and Rel ations, of which the following sent to ne, is a Specimen.

Sent to My Name upon a Report
of his Inclination to Martial affaires
7 July 1710

Bel eeve nme Ben. It is a Dangerous Trade
The Sword has Many Marr'd as well as Made



By it doe many fall Not Many Rise

Makes Many poor few Rich and fewer Wse

Fills Towns with Ruin, fields with bl ood beside

Tis Sloths Mintainer, And the Shield of pride

Fair Citties Rich to Day, in plenty flow

VWar fills with want, Tonorrow, & with woe

Ruin'd Estates, The Nurse of Vice, broke |linbs & scarss
Are the Effects of Desolating Warrs

Sent to B. F. in N E 15 July 1710

e to thy parents an Obedi ent Son

ach Day let Duty constantly be Done

ever give Wy to sloth or lust or pride

f free you'd be from Thousand I11s beside
bove all Ills be sure Avoide the shelfe

ans Danger lyes in Satan sin and selfe

n vertue Learni ng Wsdone progress Mke

ere shrink at Suffering for thy saviours sake
raud and all Fal shood in thy Dealings Flee
eligious Always in thy station be

dore the Maker of thy Inward part

ow s the Accepted tine, Gve himthy Heart
eep a Good Consceince 'tis a constant Frind
i ke Judge and Wtness This Thy Acts Attend
n Heart wi th bended knee Al one Adore

one but the Three in One Forevernore.

Z-rXZraomnzZz— > Z2mw

He had formd a Shorthand of his own, which he taught ne, but never
practicing it | have now forgot it. | was nanid after this Uncle, there
being a particular Affection between himand ny Father. He was very
pi ous, a great Attender of Sernons of the best Preachers, which he took
down in his Shorthand and had with himmany Vol unes of them - He was
al so much of a Politician, too much perhaps for his Station. There fel
lately into ny Hands in London a Collection he had made of all the
princi pal Panphlets relating to Publick Affairs from1641 to 1717.
any of the Volunmes are wanting, as appears by the Nunbering, but there
still remains 8 Vols. Folio, and 24 in quarto & octavo.- A Dealer in
ol d Books nmet with them and knowi ng me by ny sonetinmes buying of him
he brought themto nme. It seens nmy Uncle nust have |left them here when
he went to Anerica, which was above 50 Years since. There are nmany of
his Notes in the Mrgins.-

This obscure Famly of ours was early in the Reformation, and
continu' d Protestants thro' the Reign of Queen Mary, when they were
sonetines in Danger of Trouble on Account of their Zeal against Popery.
They had got an English Bible, & to conceal & secure it, it was fastned
open with Tapes under & within the Frane of a Joint Stool. Wen ny
Great Geat Gandfather read in it to his Famly, he turn'd up the
Joint Stool upon his Knees, turning over the Leaves then under the
Tapes. One of the Children stood at the Door to give Notice if he saw
the Apparitor com ng, who was an Oficer of the Spiritual Court. In
that Case the Stool was turn'd down again upon its feet, when the Bible
remain'd conceal'd under it as before. This Anecdote | had from ny
Uncle Benjamn.- The Famly continu'd all of the Church of England til
about the End of Charles the Second's Reign, when sonme of the Mnisters
that had been outed for Nonconformty, holding Conventicles in



Nor t hanpt onshire, Benjamin & Josiah adher'd to them and so continu'd
all their Lives. The rest of the Famly remain'd with the Epi scopal
Chur ch.

Josi ah, ny Father, married young, and carried his Wfe with three
Children unto New Engl and, about 1682. The Conventicl es havi ng been
forbi dden by Law, & frequently disturbed, induced some consi derable Men
of his Acquaintance to renove to that Country, and he was prevail'd
with to acconpany themthither, where they expected to enjoy their Mde
of Religion with Freedom- By the same Wfe he had 4 Children nore born
there, and by a second Wfe ten nore, in all 17, of which I renmenber 13
sitting at one tinme at his Table, who all grew up to be Men & Wonen,
and married;- | was the youngest Son and the youngest Child but two, &
was born in Boston, N. Engl and.

My Mot her the second Wfe was Abi ah Fol ger, a Daughter of Peter
Fol ger, one of the first Settlers of New England, of whom honourabl e
mention is made by Cotton Mather, in his Church Hi story of that
Country, (entitled Magnalia Christi Americana) as a godly |earned
Englishman, if | renenber the Words rightly.- | have heard that he
wrote sundry small occasional Pieces, but only one of themwas printed
which | saw now nmany Years since. It was witten in 1675, in the
honespun Verse of that Time & People, and address'd to those then
concern'd in the Governnent there. It was in favour of Liberty of
Consci ence, & in behalf of the Baptists, Quakers, & other Sectaries,
t hat had been under Persecution; ascribing the Indian Wars & ot her
Di stresses, that had befallen the Country to that Persecution, as so
many judgnments of God, to punish so heinous an O fence; and exhorting
a Repeal of those uncharitable Laws. The whol e appear'd to ne as
witten with a good deal of Decent Plainness & manly Freedom The six

| ast concluding Lines | renenber, tho" | have forgotten the two first
of the Stanza, but the Purport of themwas that his Censures proceeded
from Goodwill, & therefore he would be known as the Author,

because to be a Libeller, (says he)
| hate it with ny Heart.

From Sher burne Town *002 where now | dwell,
My Nane | do put here,

Wt hout Ofence, your real Friend,
It is Peter Folgier.

My el der Brothers were all put Apprentices to different Trades. | was
put to the Grammar School at Eight Years of Age, ny Father intending to
devote ne as the Tithe of his Sons to the Service of the Church. My
early Readiness in learning to read (which nust have been very early,
as | do not renenber when | could not read) and the Qpinion of all his
Friends that | should certainly make a good Schol ar, encourag'd himin
this Purpose of his. My Uncle Benjanin too approv'd of it, and propos'd
to give ne all his Shorthand Vol umes of Sernmpbns | suppose as a Stock to
set up with, if I would learn his Character. | continu' d however at the
Grammar School not quite one Year, tho' in that time | had risen
gradually fromthe Mddle of the Cass of that Year to be the Head of
it, and farther was renov'd into the next C ass above it, in order to
go with that into the third at the End of the Year. But ny Father in
the nmean tine, froma View of the Expence of a Coll ege Education which,
having so large a Fam ly, he could not well afford, and the nean Living
many so educated were afterwards able to obtain, Reasons that he gave



to his Friends in ny Hearing, altered his first Intention, took nme from
the Grammar School, and sent ne to a School for Witing & Arithnetic
kept by a then famous Man, M CGeo. Brownell, very successful in his
Prof ession generally, and that by mld encouragi ng Met hods. Under himl
acquired fair Witing pretty soon, but | fail'd in the Arithmetic, &
made no Progress init.- At Ten Years old, | was taken hone to assi st
nmy Father in his Business, which was that of a Tall ow Chandl er and
Sope-Boi l er. A Business he was not bred to, but had assuned on his
Arrival in New England & on finding his Dying Trade would not mnaintain
his Famly, being in little Request. Accordingly | was enployed in
cutting Wck for the Candles, filling the D pping Mld, & the Mdlds for

cast Candl es, attending the Shop, going of Errands, &c.- | dislik'd the
Trade and had a strong Inclination for the Sea; but ny Father declar'd
against it; however, living near the Water, | was nmuch in and about it,

learnt early to swmwell & to nanage Boats, and when in a Boat or
Canoe with other Boys | was conmonly allow d to govern, especially in
any case of Difficulty; and upon other Qccasions | was generally a
Leader anmpbng the Boys, and sonetines led theminto Scrapes, of which I
will nention one Instance, as it shows an early projecting public
Spirit, tho' not then justly conducted. There was a Salt Marsh that
bounded part of the MII|l Pond, on the Edge of which at H ghwater, we
us'd to stand to fish for Mnews. By nmuch Tranpling, we had made it a
mere Quagmire. My Proposal was to build a Wharf there fit for us to
stand upon, and I show d ny Conrades a | arge Heap of Stones which were
i ntended for a new House near the Marsh, and which would very well suit
our Purpose. Accordingly in the Evening when the Wrknen were gone,
assenbl ed a Nunber of ny Playfellows, and working with themdiligently
like so many Emmets, sonetinmes two or three to a Stone, we brought them
all away and built our little Warff.- The next Mrning the Wrknen
were surpriz'd at Mssing the Stones; which were found in our Wharff;
Enquiry was made after the Renmpovers; we were di scovered & conplain'd
of ; several of us were corrected by our Fathers; and tho' | pleaded the
Useful ness of the Wrk, mne convinc'd ne that nothing was useful which
was not honest. -

| think you may |ike to know sonething of his Person & Character. He
had an excellent Constitution of Body, was of middle Stature, but well
set and very strong. He was ingenious, could draw prettily, was skill"'d
alittle in Music and had a clear pleasing Voice, so that when he
play'd Psal m Tunes on his Violin & sung withal as he sone tines did in
an Evening after the Business of the Day was over, it was extreanly
agreable to hear. He had a mechanical Genius too, and on occasion was
very handy in the Use of other Tradesnen's Tools. But his great
Excel  ence lay in a sound Understanding, and solid Judgnment in
prudential Matters, both in private & publick Affairs. In the latter
i ndeed he was never enployed, the nunerous Famly he had to educate &
the Straitness of his Circunstances, keeping himclose to his Trade,
but I remenber well his being frequently visited by | eading People, who
consulted himfor his Opinion on Affairs of the Town or of the Church
he belong'd to & show d a good deal of Respect for his Judgnent and
Advi ce. He was al so much consulted by private Persons about their
Affairs when any Difficulty occur'd, & frequently chosen an Arbitrator
bet ween contending Parties.- At his Table he lik'd to have as often as
he coul d, sone sensible Friend or Neighbour, to converse with, and
al ways took care to start sone ingenious or useful Topic for Discourse,
which mght tend to inprove the M nds of his Children. By this neans
he turn'd our Attention to what was good, just, & prudent in the



Conduct of Life; and little or no Notice was ever taken of what rel ated
to the Victuals on the Table, whether it was well or ill drest, in or
out of season, of good or bad flavour, preferable or inferior to this
or that other thing of the kind; so that | was bro't up in such a
perfect Inattention to those Matters as to be quite Indifferent what

ki nd of Food was set before ne; and so unobservant of it, that to this
Day, if | amask'd | can scarce tell, a few Hours after Dinner, what |
din'd upon.- This has been a Convenience to nme in travelling, where ny
Conpani ons have been sonetinmes very unhappy for want of a suitable
Gatification of their nore delicate because better instructed Tastes
and Appetites.-

My Mot her had |ikew se an excellent Constitution. She suckled all her
10 Children. I never knew either ny Father or Mther to have any
Si ckness but that of which they dy'd, he at 89 & she at 85 Years of
age. They lie buried together at Boston, where | sone Years since
plac'd a Marble stone over their Gave with this Inscription

Josi ah Franklin
And Abi ah his Wfe
Lie here interred.
They lived | ovingly together in Wdl ock
Fifty-five Years. -

Wt hout an Estate or any gai nful Enpl oynent,
By constant Labour and Industry,
Wth God' s Bl essing,

They maintained a |large Famly
Conf ort abl y;

And brought up thirteen Children
And seven G andchil dren
Reput abl y.

Fromthis |Instance, Reader,

Be encouraged to Diligence in thy Calling,
And di strust not Providence.

He was a pious & prudent Man,

She a discreet and virtuous Wnan
Thei r youngest Son,

In filial Regard to their Menory,

Pl aces this Stone
J. F. born 1655- Died 1744. Aetat 89

A. F. born 1667- died 1752 85
By my ranmbling Digressions | perceive ny self to be grown old. | us'd
to wite nore nethodically.- But one does not dress for private Conpany
as for a publick Ball. 'Tis perhaps only Negligence. -
To return. | continu'd thus enploy'd in ny Father's Business for two
Years, that is till | was 12 Years old; and ny Brother John, who was

bred to that Business having left nmy Father, married and set up for

hi nsel f at Rhodei sl and, there was all Appearance that | was destin'd to
supply his Place and be a Tallow Chandler. But ny Dislike to the Trade
continui ng, ny Father was under Apprehensions that if he did not find
one for me nore agreable, | should break away and get to Sea, as his
Son Josiah had done to his great Vexation. He therefore sonetinmes took
me to walk with him and see Joiners, Bricklayers, Turners, Braziers,
&c. at their Work, that he mi ght observe ny Inclination, & endeavour to
fix it on sonme Trade or other on Land.- It has ever since been a



Pl easure to ne to see good Wirknen handle their Tools; and it has been
useful to ne, having learnt so nuch by it, as to be able to do little
Jobs ny self in ny House, when a Wrkman could not readily be got; &

to construct little Machines for my Experinents while the Intention of
maki ng the Experinment was fresh & warmin ny Mnd. My Father at |ast

fix'd upon the Cutler's Trade, and ny Uncle Benjam n's Son Sanuel who
was bred to that Business in London being about that tine establish'd

in Boston, | was sent to be with himsone tine on liking. But his
Expectations of a Fee with nme displeasing nmy Father, | was taken hone
again. -

Froma Child I was fond of Reading, and all the little Money that
canme into nmy Hands was ever laid out in Books. Pleas'd with the
Pilgrims Progress, ny first Collection was of John Bunyan's WrKks,

in separate little Volunes. | afterwards sold themto enable nme to buy
Burton's Historical Collections; they were small Chapnen's Books
A. and cheap, 40 or 50 in all.- My Father's little Library consisted

chiefly of Books in polemc Divinity, nost of which | read, and have
since often regretted, that at a tine when | had such a Thirst for

Know edge, nore proper Books had not fallen in ny Way, since it was
now resolv'd | should not be a Cergyman. Plutarch's Lives there was,
in which | read abundantly, and | still think that time spent to great
Advant age. There was al so a Book of Defoe's called an Essay on Projects
and anot her of Dr Mather's call'd Essays to do Good, which perhaps gave
me a Turn of Thinking that had an Influence on sone of the principa
future Events of ny Life.

Thi s Bookish Inclination at |length determin'd nmy Father to make ne a
Printer, tho' he had already one Son, (Janes) of that Profession. In
1717 ny Brother Janes return'd fromEngland with a Press & Letters to
set up his Business in Boston. | lik'd it nuch better than that of ny
Father, but still had a Hankering for the Sea.- To prevent the
apprehended Effect of such an Inclination, ny Father was inpatient to
have ne bound to ny Brother. | stood out sone tinme, but at |ast was
per suaded and signed the Indentures, when | was yet but 12 Years ol d.-
| was to serve as an Apprentice till | was 21 Years of Age, only | was
to be allow d Journeyman's Wages during the last Year. In alittle time
| made great Proficiency in the Business, and becane a useful Hand to
my Brother. | now had Access to better Books. An Acquai ntance with the
Apprentices of Booksellers, enabled ne sonetinmes to borrow a snmall one,
which | was careful to return soon & clean. Often | sat up in nmy Room
readi ng the greatest Part of the N ght, when the Book was borrow d in
the Evening & to be return'd early in the Morning lest it should be
mss'd or wanted.- And after sone tine an ingenious Tradesman *003
who had a pretty Collection of Books, & who frequented our Printing
House, took Notice of me, invited me to his Library, & very kindly |ent
me such Books as | chose to read. | now took a Fancy to Poetry, and
made sone little Pieces. My Brother, thinking it mght turn to account
encourag'd me, & put me on conposing two occasional Ballads. One was
called the Light House Tragedy, & contain'd an Account of the drowni ng
of Capt. Worthilake with his Two Daughters; the other was a Sail or Song
on the Taking of Teach or Blackbeard the Pirate. They were w etched
Stuff, in the Gubstreet Ballad Stile, and when they were printed he sent
me about the Town to sell them The first sold wonderfully, the Event
bei ng recent, having made a great Noise. This flatter'd ny Vanity. But
nmy Fat her discourag'd nme, by ridiculing nmy Perfornmances, and telling ne
Ver se-makers were generally Beggars; so | escap'd being a Poet, nost



probably a very bad one. But as Prose Witing has been a great Use to
me in the Course of ny Life, and was a principal Means of ny
Advancenent, | shall tell you howin such a Situation | acquir'd what
little Ability I have in that Way.

There was anot her Bookish Lad in the Town, John Collins by Nanme, with
whom | was intimtely acquainted. W sonetinmes disputed, and very fond
we were of Argunment, & very desirous of confuting one another. \Wich
di sputaci ous Turn, by the way, is apt to becone a very bad Habit,
maki ng Peopl e often extreanmy disagreable in Conpany, by the
Contradiction that is necessary to bring it into Practice, & thence,
besi des souring & spoiling the Conversation, is productive of Disgusts

& perhaps Enmities where you may have occasion for Friendship. | had
caught it by reading ny Father's Books of Dispute about Religion
Persons of good Sense, | have since observ'd, seldomfall into it,

except Lawyers, University Men, and Men of all Sorts that have been
bred at Edi nborough. A Question was once sonme how or other started
between Collins & ne, of the Propriety of educating the Female Sex in
Learning, & their Abilities for Study. He was of Opinion that it was

i nproper; & that they were naturally unequal to it. | took the contrary
Side, perhaps a little for Dispute sake. He was naturally nore

el oquent, had a ready Plenty of Wrds, and sonetinmes as | thought bore
me down nore by his Fluency than by the Strength of his Reasons. As we
parted without settling the Point, & were not to see one anot her again
for sone tine, | sat down to put my Argunents in Witing, which

copied fair & sent to him He answer'd & | reply' d. Three or four
Letters of a Side had pass'd, when ny Father happen'd to find ny
Papers, and read them Wthout entring into the Discussion, he took
occasion to talk to ne about the Manner of ny Witing, observ'd that
tho' | had the Advantage of my Antagonist in correct Spelling &
pointing (which | owd to the Printing House) | fell far short in

el egance of Expression, in Method and in Perspicuity, of which he
convinc'd me by several Instances. | saw the Justice of his Remarks,

& thence grew nore attentive to the Manner in Witing, and determn'd
to endeavour at |nprovenent. -

About this tine | net with an odd Vol une of the Spectator. | had
never before seen any of them | bought it, read it over and over, and
was much delighted with it. | thought the Witing excellent, & wi sh'd

if possible toimtate it. Wth that View, | took sone of the Papers, &
maki ng short Hints of the Sentinent in each Sentence, laid themby a
few Days, and then wi thout |ooking at the Book, try'd to conpleat the
Papers again, by expressing each hinted Sentinment at length & as fully
as it had been express'd before, in any suitable Wrds that should cone
to hand.

Then | conpar'd ny Spectator with the Oiginal, discover'd sone of
my Faults & corrected them But | found | wanted a Stock of Wrds or a
Readi ness in recollecting & using them which I thought I should have
acquir'd before that time, if |I had gone on maki ng Verses, since the
continual Occasion for Wrds of the sane Inport but of different
Length, to suit the Measure, or of different Sound for the Rhyne,
woul d have laid ne under a constant Necessity of searching for Variety,
and al so have tended to fix that Variety in my Mnd, & nmake nme Master
of it. Therefore | took sone of the Tales & turn'd theminto Verse: And
after a time, when | had pretty well forgotten the Prose, turn'd them
back again. | also sonetinmes junbled my Collections of Hnts into



Confusi on, and after sone Weks, endeavour'd to reduce theminto the
best Order, before | began to formthe full Sentences & conpleat the
Paper. This was to teach ne Method in the Arrangenent of Thoughts.

By conparing ny Wrk afterwards with the original, | discover'd many
faults and amended them but | sonetines had the Pl easure of Fancying
that in certain Particulars of small Inport, | had been | ucky enough to

i nprove the Method or the Language and this encourag'd me to think I
m ght possibly in tine come to be a tolerable English Witer, of which
| was extreamnmly anbitious.

My Tinme for these Exercises & for Reading, was at N ght after Wrk,
or before Wrk began in the Mdrning; or on Sundays, when | contrived to
be in the Printing House al one, evading as much as | could the conmon
At t endance on publick Wrship, which ny Father used to exact of nme when
I was under his Care:- And which indeed | still thought a Duty; tho' |
could not, as it seened to ne, afford the Tinme to practise it.

VWhen about 16 Years of Age, | happen'd to neet with a Book witten by
one Tryon, recommending a Vegetable Diet. | determned to go into it.
My Brother being yet unnarried, did not keep House, but boarded hinself
& his Apprentices in another Famly. My refusing to eat Flesh
occasi oned an Inconveni ency, and I was frequently chid for ny
singularity. | made nmy self acquainted with Tryon's Manner of preparing
some of his Dishes, such as Boiling Potatoes, or R ce, making Hasty
Puddi ng, & a few others, and then propos'd to ny Brother, that if he
woul d give nme Weekly half the Money he paid for nmy Board, | would
board nmy self. He instantly agreed to it, and | presently found that I
could save half what he paid nme. This was an additional Fund for buying
Books: But | had another Advantage in it. My Brother and the rest going
fromthe Printing House to their Meals, | remain'd there al one, and
di spatching presently ny |ight Repast, (which often was no nore than
a Bisket or a Slice of Bread, a Handful of Raisins or a Tart fromthe
Pastry Cook's, and a 3 ass of Water) had the rest of the Tine till
their Return, for Study, in which | nmade the greater Progress fromthat
greater C earness of Head & qui cker Apprehension which usually attend
Tenperance in Eating & Drinking. And now it was that being on sone
Cccasi on made ashamid of ny Ignorance in Figures, which I had tw ce
fail'd in learning when at School, | took Cocker's Book of Arithnetick,
& went thro' the whole by ny self with great Ease.- | al so read
Seller's & Sturnmy's Books of Navigation, & becane acquainted with the
little Geonetry they contain, but never proceeded far in that Science.-
And | read about this Tinme Locke on Human Understanding and the Art of
Thi nki ng by Messrs du Port Royal .

VWile | was intent on inproving ny Language, | net with an English
Gammar (I think it was Greenwood's) at the End of which there were two
little Sketches of the Arts of Rhetoric and Logic, the latter finishing
with a Specinmen of a Dispute in the Socratic Method. And soon after |
procur'd Xenophon's Menorable Things of Socrates, wherein there are
many | nstances of the same Method. | was charmid with it, adopted it,
dropt ny abrupt Contradiction, and positive Argunentation, and put on
t he hunbl e Enquirer & Doubter. And being then, fromreadi ng Shaftsbury
& Collins, beconme a real Doubter in many Points of our Religious
Doctrine, | found this Method safest for ny self & very enbarrassing to
t hose agai nst whom | used it, therefore | took a Delight init,
practis'd it continually & grew very artful & expert in draw ng People
even of superior Know edge into Concessions the Consequences of which



they did not foresee, entangling themin Difficulties out of which they
could not extricate thensel ves, and so obtaining Victories that neither
nmy self nor ny Cause al ways deserved.- | continu' d this Method sone
few Years, but gradually left it, retaining only the Habit of
expressing ny self in Terns of nodest Diffidence, never using when |
advance any thing that may possibly be disputed, the Wrds, Certainly,
undoubtedly, or any others that give the Air of Positiveness to an

pi nion; but rather say, | conceive, or | apprehend a Thing to be
so or so, It appears to nme, or | should think it so or so for such &
such Reasons, or | imagine it to be so, or it is so if |I amnot

m staken. - This Habit | believe has been of great Advantage to ne,

when | have had occasion to inculcate nmy Opinions & persuade Men

into Measures that | have been fromtinme to tinme engag'd in pronoting. -
And as the chief Ends of Conversation are to inform or to be
informed, to please or to persuade, | w sh well neaning sensible
Men woul d not |essen their Power of doing Good by a Positive assuni ng
Manner that seldomfails to disgust, tends to create Qpposition, and to
defeat every one of those Purposes for which Speech was given us, to
wit, giving or receiving Information, or Pleasure: For If you would
inform a positive dogmatical Manner in advancing your Sentinents,
may provoke Contradiction & prevent a candid Attention. If you w sh
Information & I nprovenent fromthe Know edge of others and yet at the
same time express your self as firmy fix'd in your present Opinions,
nodest sensi ble Men, who do not |ove Disputation, will probably |eave
you undi sturb'd in the Possession of your Error; and by such a Manner
you can sel dom hope to recomend your self in pleasing your Hearers,
or to persuade those whose Concurrence you desire.- Pope says,

j udi ci ousl y,

Men shoul d be taught as if you taught them not,
And t hi ngs unknown propos'd as things forgot, -

farther recommrending it to us,
To speak tho' sure, with seemng D ffidence.

And he might have couple'd with this Line that which he has coupled
with another, | think | ess properly,

For want of Mbdesty is want of Sense.
If you ask why less properly, | nust repeat the Lines;

"I modest Wbrds admit of no Defence;
"For Want of Mbddesty is Want of Sense.™

Now i s not Want of Sense, (where a Man is so unfortunate as to want
it) some Apology for his Want of Mdesty? and would not the Lines
stand nore justly thus?

| mmodest Words admit but this Defence,
That Want of Mbdesty is Want of Sense.

Thi s however | should submt to better Judgnents. -

My Brother had in 1720 or 21, begun to print a Newspaper. It was the
second that appear'd in Amrerica, & was called The New Engl and



Courant. The only one before it, was the Boston News Letter. |
renenber his being di ssuaded by sone of his Friends fromthe

Undert aking, as not likely to succeed, one Newspaper being in their
Judgnment enough for Anerica.- At this tinme 1771 there are not |ess
than five & twenty.- He went on however with the Undertaking, and

after having work'd in conposing the Types & printing off the Sheets I
was enploy'd to carry the Papers thro' the Streets to the Custoners. -
He had sone ingeni ous Men anong his Friends who anus'd thensel ves by
witing little Pieces for this Paper, which gain"d it Credit, & nmade it
nore in Demand; and these Gentlenmen often visited us.- Hearing their
Conversations, and their Accounts of the Approbation their Papers were
receivid with, | was excited to try ny Hand anmong them But being stil
a Boy, & suspecting that ny Brother would object to printing any Thing
of mine in his Paper if he knewit to be mne, | contriv'd to disguise
nmy Hand, & witing an anonynous Paper | put it in at N ght under the
Door of the Printing House. It was found in the Mrning & conmuni cat ed
to his Witing Friends when they call'd in as Usual. They read it,
commented on it in ny Hearing, and I had the exquisite Pleasure, of
finding it net with their Approbation, and that in their different
Quesses at the Author none were named but Men of sone Character anong
us for Learning & Ingenuity.- | suppose now that | was rather |lucky in
nmy Judges: And that perhaps they were not really so very good ones as |
then esteemid them Encourag'd however by this, | wote and convey'd in
the sane Wy to the Press several nore Papers, which were equally
approv'd, and I kept nmy Secret till my small Fund of Sense for such
Performances was pretty well exhausted, & then | discovered it; when
began to be considered a little nore by ny Brother's Acquai ntance, and
in a manner that did not quite please him as he thought, probably with
reason, that it tended to make ne too vain. And perhaps this mght be
one Cccasion of the Differences that we began to have about this Tine.
Tho' a Brother, he considered hinself as my Master, & me as his
Apprentice; and accordi ngly expected the same Services fromne as he
woul d from another; while I thought he denmean'd me too nuch in sone

he requir'd of ne, who froma Brother expected nore Indul gence. CQur

Di sputes were often brought before our Father, and | fancy | was either
generally in the right, or else a better Pleader, because the Judgnent
was generally in nmy favour: But ny Brother was passionate & had often
beaten ne, which | took extreamy ami ss; *004 and thinking ny
Apprenticeship very tedious, | was continually w shing for sonme
Qpportunity of shortening it, which at |length offered in a manner
unexpect ed.

One of the Pieces in our News-Paper, on some political Point which
have now forgotten, gave Offence to the Assenbly. He was taken up
censur'd and inprison'd for a Month by the Speaker's Warrant, | suppose
because he woul d not discover his Author. | too was taken up & examn'd
before the Council; but tho' | did not give themany Satisfaction, they
contented thensel ves with adnoni shing ne, and disnmiss'd ne; considering
me perhaps as an Apprentice who was bound to keep his Master's Secrets.
During ny Brother's Confinenment, which | resented a good deal
notw t hst andi ng our private Differences, | had the Managenent of the
Paper, and | made bold to give our Rulers sone Rubs in it, which ny
Brot her took very kindly, while others began to consider ne in an
unf avourabl e Light, as a young Genius that had a Turn for Libelling
& Satyr. My Brother's Discharge was acconpany'd with an Order of the
House, (a very odd one) that James Franklin should no | onger print the
Paper called the New Engl and Courant. There was a Consultation held



in our Printing House anong his Friends what he should do in this Case.
Some propos'd to evade the Order by changing the Nane of the Paper; but
nmy Brother seeing Inconveniences in that, it was finally concluded on
as a better Way, to let it be printed for the future under the Name of
Benjam n Franklin. And to avoid the Censure of the Assenbly that

mght fall on him as still printing it by his Apprentice, the
Contrivance was, that ny old Indenture should be return'd to ne with

a full Discharge on the Back of it, to be shown on Cccasion; but to
secure to himthe Benefit of ny Service | was to sign new |Indentures
for the Remai nder of the Term which were to be kept private. A very
flinmsy Schene it was, but however it was i mediately executed, and the
Paper went on accordingly under nmy Name for several Mnths. At length a
fresh Difference arising between nmy Brother and ne, | took upon ne to
assert ny Freedom presum ng that he would not venture to produce the
new I ndentures. It was not fair in me to take this Advantage, and this
| therefore reckon one of the first Errata of nmy Life: But the
Unfairness of it weigh'd little with me, when under the |npressions of
Resentnment, for the Blows his Passion too often urg'd himto bestow
upon ne. Tho' He was otherwi se not an ill-natur'd Man: Perhaps | was
too saucy & provoking. -

VWhen he found I would | eave him he took care to prevent ny getting
Enpl oynment in any other Printing-House of the Town, by going round &
speaking to every Master, who accordingly refus'd to give ne Wrk.

t hen thought of going to New York as the nearest Place where there was
a Printer: and I was the rather inclin'd to | eave Boston, when
reflected that | had already made nmy self a little obnoxious, to the
governing Party; & fromthe arbitrary Proceedi ngs of the Assenbly in
my Brother's Case it was likely I might if | stay'd soon bring ny self
into Scrapes; and farther that ny indiscrete D sputations about
Rel i gi on began to nake ne pointed at with Horror by good People, as

an Infidel or Atheist; | determin'd on the Point: but ny Father now
siding with my Brother, | was sensible that if | attenpted to go
openly, Means would be used to prevent me. My Friend Collins therefore
undertook to manage a little for ne. He agreed with the Captain of a
New York Sloop for nmy Passage, under the Notion of ny being a young
Acquai ntance of his that had got a naughty Grl with Child, whose
Friends woul d conmpel nme to marry her, and therefore | could not appear
or come away publickly. So |I sold sone of nmy Books to raise a little
Money, WAs taken on board privately, and as we had a fair Wnd, in
three Days | found ny self in New York near 300 Mles from hone, a

Boy of but 17, without the | east Recommendation to or Know edge of any
Person in the Place, and with very little Money in ny Pocket. -

My Inclinations for the Sea, were by this tine worne out, or | m ght
now have gratify'd them - But having a Trade, & supposing ny self a
pretty good Wirkman, | offer'd ny Service to the Printer of the Pl ace,
old M WIlliamBradford.- He could give ne no Enploynment, having little
to do, and Hel p enough al ready: But, says he, my Son at Phil adel phia
has lately lost his principal Hand, Aquila Rose, by Death. If you go
thither I believe he may enpl oy you.- Phil adel phia was 100 M| es
farther. | set out, however, in a Boat for Anmboy; |eaving ny Chest
and Things to follow nme round by Sea. In crossing the Bay we net
with a Squall that tore our rotten Sails to pieces, prevented our
getting into the Kill, and drove us upon Long Island. In our Wy a
drunken Dut chman, who was a Passenger too, fell over board; when
he was sinking I reach'd thro' the Water to his shock Pate & drew him



up so that we got himin again.- H s Ducking sober'd hima little, & he
went to sleep, taking first out of his Pocket a Book which he desir'd
would dry for him It prov'd to be nmy old favourite Author Bunyan's
Pilgrims Progress in Dutch, finely printed on good Paper w th copper
Cuts, a Dress better than | had ever seen it wear in its own Language.
I have since found that it has been translated into nost of the
Languages of Europe, and suppose it has been nore generally read

than any ot her Book except perhaps the Bible.- Honest John was the
first that I know of who m x'd Narration & D al ogue, a Method of
Witing very engaging to the Reader, who in the nost interesting Parts
finds hinself as it were brought into the Conpany, & present at the

Di scourse. De foe in his Cruso, his M| Flanders, Religious Courtshinp,
Fam |y Instructor, & other Pieces, has imtated it with Success. And

Ri chardson has done the sanme in his Panela, &c.-

VWhen we drew near the Island we found it was at a Place where there
could be no Landing, there being a great Surff on the stony Beach. So
we dropt Anchor & swung round towards the Shore. Sonme Peopl e cane
down to the Water Edge & hallow d to us, as we did to them But the
Wnd was so high & the Surff so Ioud, that we could not hear so as to
under stand each other. There were Canoes on the Shore, & we made Signs
& hallow d that they should fetch us, but they either did not
understand us, or thought it inpracticable. So they went away, and
Ni ght com ng on, we had no Renmedy but to wait till the Wnd should
abate, and in the nmean tine the Boatman & | concluded to sleep if we
could, and so crouded into the Scuttle with the Dutchman who was stil
wet, and the Spray beating over the Head of our Boat, leak'd thro' to
us, so that we were soon alnost as wet as he. In this Manner we |ay al
Night with very little Rest. But the Wnd abating the next Day, we nade
a Shift to reach Anboy before Ni ght, having been 30 Hours on the Water
wi thout Victuals, or any Drink but a Bottle of filthy Rum- The Water
we sail'd on being salt. -

In the Evening | found ny self very feverish, & went ill to Bed.
But having read sonewhere that cold Water drank plentifully was
good for a Fever, | follow d the Prescription, sweat plentifully npst

of the Night, ny Fever left nme, and in the Mdrning crossing the Ferry,
proceeded on ny Journey, on foot, having 50 Mles to Burlington, where
| was told | should find Boats that would carry nme the rest of the Way
to Phil adel phi a.

It rain'd very hard all the Day, | was thoroughly soak'd, and by Noon
a good deal tir'd, so | stopt at a poor Inn, where | staid all N ght,
begi nning now to wish I had never left hone. | cut so mserable a
Figure too, that | found by the Questions ask'd me I was suspected
to be sone runaway Servant, and in danger of being taken up on that
Suspi ci on. - However | proceeded the next Day, and got in the Evening
to an Inn within 8 or 10 Mles of Burlington, kept by one Dr Brown.-

He entred into Conversation with nme while I took sone Refreshnent,
and finding | had read a little, becane very sociable and friendly. Qur
Acquai ntance continu'd as long as he liv'd. He had been, | inmagine, an
itinerant Doctor, for there was no Town in England, or Country in
Eur ope, of which he could not give a very particular Account. He had
some Letters, & was ingenious, but nuch of an Unbeliever, & w ckedly
undert ook sone Years after to travesty the Bible in doggrel Verse as
Cotton had done Virgil.- By this neans he set nmany of the Facts in



a very ridiculous Light, & mght have hurt weak minds if his Wrk

had been publish'd:- but it never was.- At his House | lay that N ght,
and the next Morning reach'd Burlington.- But had the Mortification

to find that the regul ar Boats were gone, a little before ny com ng,
and no other expected to go till Tuesday, this being Saturday.
VWerefore | return'd to an old Wwiman in the Town of whom | had bought
G ngerbread to eat on the Water, & ask'd her Advice; she invited nme to
| odge at her House till a Passage by Water should offer; & being tired
with ny foot Travelling, | accepted the Invitation. She understanding I
was a Printer, would have had nme stay at that Town & foll ow ny

Busi ness, being ignorant of the Stock necessary to begin with. She

was very hospitable, gave ne a D nner of Ox Cheek with great CGoodw ||,
accepting only of a Pot of Ale in return. And | tho't nmy self fix'd
till Tuesday should cone. However wal king in the Evening by the Side
of the River a Boat cane by, which I found was goi ng towards

Phi | adel phia, with several People in her. They took ne in, and as there
was no Wnd, we rowd all the Way; and about M dni ght not havi ng yet
seen the City, some of the Conpany were confident we nust have pass'd
it, and would row no farther, the others knew not where we were, so we
put towards the Shore, got into a Creek, |anded near an old Fence with
the Rails of which we nade a Fire, the N ght being cold, in Cctober,
and there we remain'd till Daylight. Then one of the Conpany knew the
Place to be Cooper's Creek a little above Phil adel phia, which we saw as
soon as we got out of the Creek, and arriv'd there about 8 or 9 a

C ock, on the Sunday norning, and | anded at the Market street Warff. -

| have been the nore particular in this Description of ny Journey, &
shall be so of nmy first Entry into that City, that you may in your M nd
conpare such unlikely Beginning with the Figure I have since nade

there. 1 was in ny working Dress, ny best O oaths being to cone round
by Sea. | was dirty fromny Journey; my Pockets were stuff'd out with
Shirts & Stockings; | knew no Soul, nor where to | ook for Lodging. |
was fatigu' d with Travelling, Rowing & Want of Rest. | was very hungry,

and ny whol e Stock of Cash consisted of a Dutch Dollar and about a
Shilling in Copper. The latter | gave the People of the Boat for ny
Passage, who at first refus'd it on Account of ny Rowi ng; but I
insisted on their taking it, a Man being sonmeti nes nore generous when
he has but a little Mney than when he has plenty, perhaps thro' Fear
of being thought to have but little. Then | walk'd up the Street,
gazing about, till near the Market House | net a Boy with Bread. |

had made many a Meal on Bread, & inquiring where he got it, | went

i mediately to the Baker's he directed ne to in second Street; and
ask' d for Bisket, intending such as we had in Boston, but they it seens
were not made in Phil adel phia, then | ask'd for a threepenny Loaf, and
was told they had none such: so not considering or know ng the
Difference of Money & the greater Cheapness nor the Nanes of his Bread,
I had himgive me three pennyworth of any sort. He gave nme accordingly
three great Puffy Rolls. | was surpriz'd at the Quantity, but took it,
and having no Roomin ny Pockets, walk'd off, with a Roll under each
Arm & eating the other. Thus | went up Market Street as far as fourth
Street, passing by the Door of M Read, ny future Wfe's Father, when
she standing at the Door saw ne, & thought | nade as | certainly did a
nost awkward ridi cul ous Appearance. Then | turn'd and went down
Chestnut Street and part of Walnut Street, eating ny Roll all the Wy,
and com ng round found nmy self again at Market street Warff, near the
Boat | came in, to which I went for a Draught of the R ver Water, and
being fill'd with one of ny Rolls, gave the other two to a Wman & her



Child that came down the River in the Boat with us and were waiting to
go farther. Thus refresh'd | walk'd again up the Street, which by this
time had many clean dress'd People in it who were all wal ki ng the sane
VWay; | join'd them and thereby was led into the great Meeting House of
t he Quakers near the Market. | sat down anong them and after | ooking
round a while & hearing nothing said, being very drowzy thro" Labour &
want of Rest the preceding Night, |I fell fast asleep, and continu'd so
till the Meeting broke up, when one was kind enough to rouse ne. This
was therefore the first House | was in or slept in, in Philadel phia.-

Wl ki ng agai n down towards the River, & |looking in the Faces of
People, | net a young Quaker Man whose Countenance | lik'd, and
accosting himrequested he would tell ne where a Stranger could get
Lodgi ng. W were then near the Sign of the Three Mariners. Here, says
he, is one Place that entertains Strangers, but it is not a reputable
House; if thee wilt walk with me, 1'll show thee a better. He brought
me to the Crooked Billet in Water-Street. Here | got a Dinner. And
while | was eating it, several sly Questions were ask'd nme, as it
seem d to be suspected fromnmy youth & Appearance, that | m ght be
some Runaway. After Dinner ny Sleepiness return d: and bei ng shown

to a Bed, | lay down without undressing, and slept till Six in the
Eveni ng; was call'd to Supper; went to Bed again very early and sl ept
soundly till the next Morning. Then | made ny self as tidy as | could,
and went to Andrew Bradford the Printer's.- | found in the Shop the old

Man his Father, whom | had seen at New York, and who travelling on
horse back had got to Phil adel phia before me.- He introduc'd me to his
Son, who receiv'd me civilly, gave ne a Breakfast, but told nme he did
not at present want a Hand, being lately supply'd with one. But there
was another Printer in town lately set up, one Keiner, who perhaps

m ght enploy nme; if not, |I should be welcome to | odge at his House, &
he would give ne a little Work to do now & then till fuller Business
shoul d offer.

The old Gentleman said, he would go with me to the new Printer: And
when we found him Nei ghbour, says Bradford, | have brought to see you
a young Man of your Business, perhaps you may want such a One. He ask'd
me a few Questions, put a Conposing Stick in my Hand to see how
wor k' d, and then said he would enpl oy nme soon, tho' he had just then
nothing for ne to do. And taking old Bradford whom he had never seen
before, to be one of the Towns People that had a Good WII for him
enter'd into a Conversation on his present Undertaking & Prospects;
whi |l e Bradford not discovering that he was the other Printer's Father
on Keimer's Saying he expected soon to get the greatest Part of the
Busi ness into his own Hands, drew himon by artful Questions and
starting little Doubts, to explain all his Views, what Interest he
rely'd on, & in what manner he intended to proceed.- | who stood
by & heard all, saw imediately that one of themwas a crafty old
Sophi ster, and the other a nere Novice. Bradford left nme with Keinmer,
who was greatly surpriz'd when | told himwho the old Man was.

Keimer's Printing House | found, consisted of an old shatter'd Press,
and one snmall worn-out Fount of English, which he was then using
hi nsel f, conmposing in it an El egy on Aquil a Rose before-nmentioned, an
i ngeni ous young Man of excellent Character nmuch respected in the Town,
Cerk of the Assenbly, & a pretty Poet. Keiner nmade Verses, too, but
very indifferently.- He could not be said to wite them for his Manner
was to conmpose themin the Types directly out of his Head; so there



bei ng no Copy, but one Pair of Cases, and the Elegy likely to require
all the Letter, no one could help him- | endeavour'd to put his Press
(whi ch he had not yet us'd, & of which he understood nothing) into
Order fit to be work'd with; & promising to cone & print off his El egy
as soon as he should have got it ready, | return'd to Bradford' s who
gave nme a little Job to do for the present, & there | |odged & dieted.
A few Days after Keinmer sent for nme to print off the El egy. And now he
had got another Pair of Cases, and a Panphlet to reprint, on which he
set me to work. -

These two Printers | found poorly qualified for their Business.
Bradf ord had not been bred to it, & was very illiterate; and Kei ner
tho' somet hing of a Schol ar, was a nere Conpositor, know ng not hing
of Presswork. He had been one of the French Prophets and could act
their enthusiastic Agitations. At this time he did not profess any
particul ar Religion, but sonmething of all on occasion; was very
i gnorant of the Wrld, & had, as | afterwards found, a good deal of the
Knave in his Conposition. He did not |ike nmy Lodging at Bradford's
while | work'd with him He had a House indeed, but w thout Furniture,
so he could not | odge ne: But he got ne a Lodging at M Read' s before-
menti oned, who was the Omer of his House. And ny Chest & C othes being
cone by this time, | nmade rather a nore respectabl e Appearance in the
Eyes of Mss Read, than | had done when she first happen'd to see ne
eating ny Roll in the Street.-

| began now to have some Acquai ntance anong the young People of the
Town, that were Lovers of Reading with whom | spent ny Eveni ngs very
pl easantly and gai ning Money by ny Industry & Frugality, | lived very
agreably, forgetting Boston as much as | could, and not desiring that
any there should know where | resided except ny Friend Collins who was
inm Secret, & kept it when | wote to him- At |length an Incident
happened that sent nme back again nuch sooner than | had intended. -

| had a Brother-in-law, Robert Hol nes, Master of a Sl oop, that traded
bet ween Boston and Del aware. He being at New Castle 40 M| es bel ow
Phi | adel phia, heard there of me, and wote nme a Letter, mentioning the
Concern of ny Friends in Boston at ny abrupt Departure, assuring me of
their Goodwill to nme, and that every thing would be accommpdated to ny
Mnd if | would return, to which he exhorted nme very earnestly. -
wote an Answer to his Letter, thank'd himfor his Advice, but stated
nmy Reasons for quitting Boston fully, & in such a Light as to convince
himl| was not so wong as he had apprehended.- Sir WIlliamKeith
Governor of the Province, was then at New Castle, and Capt. Hol nes
happening to be in Conpany with himwhen ny Letter canme to hand, spoke
to himof ne, and show d himthe Letter. The Governor read it, and
seem d surpriz'd when he was told ny Age. He said | appear'd a young
Man of prom sing Parts, and therefore shoul d be encouraged: The
Printers at Phil adel phia were wetched ones, and if | would set up
there, he made no doubt | should succeed; for his Part, he would
procure me the publick Business, & do nme every other Service in his
Power. This ny Brother-in-Law afterwards told ne in Boston. But | knew
as yet nothing of it; when one Day Keiner and | being at Work together
near the Wndow, we saw the Governor and another Gentl eman (which
prov'd to be Col. French, of New Castle) finely dress'd, conme directly
across the Street to our House, & heard them at the Door. Keiner ran
down i medi ately, thinking it a Visit to him But the Governor enquir'd
for me, canme up, & with a Condescension & Politeness | had been quite



unus'd to, made nme many Conplinments, desired to be acquainted with ne,
blam d ne kindly for not having nmade ny self known to himwhen | first
canme to the Place, and would have nme away with himto the Tavern where
he was going with Col. French to taste as he said sone excell ent
Madeira. | was not a little surpriz'd, and Keiner star'd like a Pig

poi son'd. | went however with the Governor & Col. French, to a Tavern
the Corner of Third Street, and over the Madeira he propos'd ny Setting
up nmy Business, laid before ne the Probabilities of Success, & both

he & Col French, assur'd me | should have their Interest & Influence

in procuring the Publick Business of both Governnments. On mny doubting
whet her ny Father would assist nme init, Sir Wlliamsaid he would give
me a Letter to him in which he would state the Advantages,- and he did
not doubt of prevailing with him So it was concluded I should return
to Boston in the first Vessel with the Governor's Letter recommending
me to nmy Father. In the nmean tine the Intention was to be kept secret,
and | went on working with Keiner as usual, the Governor sending for

me now & then to dine with him a very great Honour | thought it, and
conversing with me in the nost affable, famliar, & friendly manner

i magi nabl e. About the End of April 1724 a little Vessel offer'd for
Boston. | took Leave of Keinmer as going to see ny Friends. The Governor
gave nme an anple Letter, saying many flattering things of nme to ny

Fat her, and strongly recomendi ng the Project of ny setting up at

Phi | adel phia, as a Thing that nmust make nmy Fortune.- W struck on a
Shoal in going down the Bay & sprung a Leak, we had a blustring tine

at Sea, and were oblig'd to punp al nost continually, at which I took ny
Turn.- We arriv'd safe however at Boston in about a Fortnight.- | had
been absent Seven Months and mny Friends had heard nothing of nme, for

my Br. Hol nes was not yet return'd; and had not witten about ne. My
unexpect ed Appearance surpriz'd the Famly; all were however very gl ad
to see me and nade ne Wl cone, except nmy Brother. | went to see him at
his Printing-House: | was better dress'd than ever while in his
Service, having a genteel new Suit fromHead to foot, a Watch, and ny
Pockets Iin'd with near Five Pounds Sterling in Silver. He receiv'd ne
not very frankly, look'd me all over, and turn'd to his Wrk again. The
Journey- Men were inquisitive where | had been, what sort of a Country
it was, and how !l lik'd it? | prais'd it nuch, & the happy Life | led
init; expressing strongly nmy Intention of returning to it; and one of
t hem aski ng what kind of Money we had there, | produc'd a handful of
Silver, and spread it before them which was a kind of Raree-Show t hey
had not been us'd to, Paper being the Mney of Boston. Then | took an
Qpportunity of letting themsee ny Watch: and lastly, (my Brother stil
grum & sullen) | gave thema Piece of Eight to drink & took nmy Leave. -
This Visit of mine offended himextreamy. For when ny Mther some tine
after spoke to himof a Reconciliation, & of her Wshes to see us on
good Terns together, & that we might live for the future as Brothers,
he said, I had insulted himin such a Manner before his People that he
could never forget or forgive it.- In this however he was m staken. -

My Fat her receiv'd the Governor's Letter with sonme apparent Surprize;
but said little of it to me for sone Days; when Capt. Hones returning, he
showd it to him ask'd if he knew Keith, and what kind of a Man he
was: Adding his Opinion that he nust be of small Discretion, to think
of setting a Boy up in Business who wanted yet 3 Years of being at
Man's Estate. Homes said what he could in favor of the Project; but ny
Father was clear in the Inpropriety of it; and at |ast gave a flat
Denial to it. Then he wote a civil Letter to Sir WIIiamthanking him
for the Patronage he had so kindly offered ne, but declining to assi st



me as yet in Setting up, | being in his Qpinion too young to be trusted
wi th the Managenment of a Business so inmportant; & for which the
Preparati on nust be so expensive. -

My Friend & Conpanion Collins, who was a Cerk at the Post-COfice,
pleas'd with the Account | gave himof ny new Country, determn'd to
go thither also:- And while | waited for nmy Fathers Determ nation, he
set out before me by Land to Rhodeisland, |eaving his Books which were
a pretty Collection of Mathematicks & Natural Philosophy, to come with
mne & ne to New York where he propos'd to wait for ne. My Father, tho
he did not approve Sir WIlliams Proposition was yet pleas'd that | had
been able to obtain so advantageous a Character froma Person of such
Note where | had resided, and that | had been so industrious & careful
as to equip ny self so handsonely in so short a tinme: therefore seeing
no Prospect of an Accommodati on between nmy Brother & me, he gave his
Consent to ny Returning again to Philadel phia, advis'd me to behave
respectfully to the People there, endeavour to obtain the genera
Esteem & avoid | anpooning & libelling to which he thought | had
too much Inclination;- telling me, that by steady Industry and a

prudent Parsinony, | mght save enough by the tinme I was One and Twenty
to set me up, & that if I came near the Matter he would hel p ne out
with the Rest.- This was all | could obtain, except sonme small Gfts as

Tokens of his & ny Mother's Love, when | enbark'd again for New York
now with their Approbation & their Bl essing.-

The Sl oop putting in at Newport, Rhodeisland, | visited ny Brother
John, who had been married & settled there sone Years. He received
me very affectionately, for he always lov'd ne.- A Friend of his, one
Ver non, havi ng sonme Money due to himin Pensilvania, about 35 Pounds
Currency, desired | would receive it for him and keep it till | had
his Directions what to remt it in. Accordingly he gave nme an
Order.- This afterwards occasion'd ne a good deal of Uneasiness.- At
Newport we took in a Nunber of Passengers for New York: Anong which
were two young Wonen, Conpani ons, and a grave, sensible Matron-Ilike
Quaker-Wnman with her Attendants.- | had shown an obligi ng Readi ness
to do her some little Services which inpress'd her | suppose with a
degree of Good-will towards ne.- Therefore when she saw a daily grow ng
Fam liarity between ne & the two Young Wonen, which they appear'd to
encour age, she took ne aside & said, Young Man, | am concern'd for
thee, as thou has no Friend with thee, and seens not to know nuch of
the Wrld, or of the Snares Youth is expos'd to; depend upon it those
are very bad Wnen, | can see it in all their Actions, and if thee art
not upon thy GQuard, they will draw thee into sone Danger: they are
Strangers to thee,- and | advise thee in a friendly Concern for thy
Wl fare, to have no Acquaintance with them- As | seemid at first not

to think so ill of themas she did, she nention'd sonme Thi ngs she had
observ'd & heard that had escap'd ny Notice; but now convinc'd nme she
was right. | thank'd her for her kind Advice, and proms'd to foll ow

it.- When we arriv'd at New York, they told ne where they liv'd, &
invited ne to cone and see them but | avoided it. And it was well |
did: For the next Day, the Captain mss'd a Silver Spoon & sone other
Thi ngs that had been taken out of his Cabbin, and knowi ng that these
were a Couple of Strunpets, he got a Warrant to search their Lodgings,
found the stolen Goods, and had the Thi eves punish'd.- So tho" we had
escap' d a sunken Rock which we scrap'd upon in the Passage, | thought
this Escape of rather nore Inportance to me. At New York | found ny
Friend Collins, who had arriv'd there sone Tinme before ne. W had been



intimate from Children, and had read the sanme Books together. But he
had t he Advantage of nore tine for Reading, & Studying and a wonderful
Genius for Mathematical Learning in which he far outstript ne. Wile I
livid in Boston nost of my Hours of Leisure for Conversation were spent
with him & he continu'd a sober as well as an industrious Lad; was
much respected for his Learning by several of the Cergy & other

Gentl emen, & seemid to prom se making a good Figure in Life: but during
nmy Absence he had acquir'd a Habit of Sotting with Brandy; and | found
by his own Account & what | heard fromothers, that he had been drunk
every day since his Arrival at New York, & behav'd very oddly. He had
gamd too and | ost his Money, so that | was oblig d to discharge his
Lodgi ngs, & defray his Expences to and at Phil adel phia: Which prov'd
extreamy inconvenient to me.- The then Governor of New York, Burnet,
Son of Bishop Burnet hearing fromthe Captain that a young Man, one of
hi s Passengers, had a great nany Books, desired he would bring nme to
see him | waited upon himaccordi ngly, and should have taken Collins
with ne but that he was not sober. The Governor treated nme with greet
Cvility, showd ne his Library, which was a very large one, & we had a
good deal of Conversation about Books & Authors. This was the second
Governor who had done ne the Honour to take Notice of ne, which to a
poor Boy like nme was very pleasing.- W proceeded to Phil adel phia. |
recei ved on the Way Vernon's Money, w thout which we could hardly have
finish'd our Journey.- Collins wish'd to be enploy'd in sone Counting
House; but whether they discover'd his Dramming by his Breath, or by
hi s Behavi our, tho' he had sonme Recommendations, he nmet with no Success
in any Application, and continu'd Lodgi ng & Boarding at the sane House
with ne & at ny Expence. Knowing | had that Mney of Vernon's he was
continually borrowi ng of ne, still prom sing Repaynent as soon as he
shoul d be in Business. At length he had got so much of it, that | was
distress'd to think what | should do, in case of being call'd on to
remt it.- Hs Drinking continu'd, about which we sonetinmes quarrel’d,
for when a little intoxicated he was very fractious. Once in a Boat on
the Del aware with some other young Men, he refused to rowin his

Turn: | will be row d hone, says he. W will not row you, says |. You
must says he, or stay all Night on the Water, just as you pl ease. The
others said, Let us row, Wat signifies it? But ny Mnd being soured
with his other Conduct, | continu'd to refuse. So he swore he would
make ne row, or throw me overboard; and com ng al ong stepping on the
Thwarts towards ne, when he cane up & struck at ne, | clapt ny Hand
under his Crutch, and rising pitch'd himhead-forenpst into the River.
| knew he was a good Swi nmer, and so was under little Concern about
him but before he could get round to lay hold of the Boat, we had with
a few Strokes pull'd her out of his Reach.- And ever when he drew near
the Boat, we ask'd if he would row, striking a few Strokes to slide her
away fromhim- He was ready to die with Vexation, & obstinately would
not prom se to row, however seeing himat |ast beginning to tire, we
lifted himin; and brought himhone dripping wet in the Evening. W
hardly exchang'd a civil Wrd afterwards; and a West |ndia Captain who
had a Commi ssion to procure a Tutor for the Sons of a Gentleman at

Bar badoes, happening to nmeet with him agreed to carry himthither. He
left me then, promising to remt ne the first Mney he should receive
in order to discharge the Debt. But | never heard of himafter.- The
Breaking into this Mney of Vernon's was one of the first great Errata
of my Life. And this Affair show d that ny Father was not much out in
hi s Judgnment when he suppos'd nme too Young to manage Busi ness of

I mportance. But Sir WIlliam on reading his Letter, said he was too
prudent. There was great Difference in Persons, and D scretion did not



al ways acconpany Years, nor was Youth always without it. And since he

will not set you up, says he, I will do it nmy self. Gve nme an
Inventory of the Things necessary to be had from England, and | wll
send for them You shall repay ne when you are able; | amresolv'd to

have a good Printer here, and | am sure you nust succeed. This was
spoken with such an Appearance of Cordiality, that | had not the |east
doubt of his meaning what he said.- | had hitherto kept the Proposition
of my Setting up a Secret in Philadelphia, &1 still kept it. Had it
been known that | depended on the Governor, probably sone Friend

t hat knew hi m better would have advis'd ne not to rely on him as |
afterwards heard it as his known Character to be liberal of Prom ses
whi ch he never nmeant to keep.- Yet unsolicited as he was by ne, how
ould I think his generous Ofers insincere? | believ'd himone of the
best Men in the Wrld.

| presented himan Inventory of a little Printing House, anounting by
nmy Conputation to about 100L Sterling. He lik'd it, but ask'd ne if ny
being on the Spot in England to chuse the Types & see that every thing
was good of the kind, mght not be of some Advantage. Then, says he,
when there, you may make Acquai ntances & establish Correspondencies
in the Bookselling, & Stationary Way. | agreed that this m ght be
advant ageous. Then says he, get yourself ready to go with Annis; which
was the annual Ship, and the only one at that Tinme usually passing
bet ween London and Phil adel phia. But it would be sone Mnths before
Annis sail'd, so | continu d working with Keiner, fretting about the
Money Collins had got fromnme, and in daily Apprehensions of being
call'd upon by Vernon, which however did not happen for sonme Years
after. -

| believe | have omtted nentioning that in ny first Voyage from
Bost on, being becalmd off Block Island, our People set about catching
Cod & haw'd up a great many. Htherto | had stuck to nmy Resol ution
of not eating animal Food; and on this Qccasion, | consider'd with ny
Master Tryon, the taking every Fish as a kind of unprovok'd Murder,
since none of them had or ever could do us any Injury that m ght
justify the Slaughter.- Al this seenmid very reasonable.- But | had
fornerly been a great Lover of Fish, & when this canme hot out of the
Frying Pan, it smelt admrably well. | balanc'd sone tine between
Principle & Inclination: till | recollected, that when the Fish were
opened, | saw smaller Fish taken out of their Stomachs:- Then, thought
I, if you eat one another, | don't see why we mayn't eat you. So
din'd upon Cod very heartily and continu'd to eat with other People,
returning only now & then occasionally to a vegetable Diet. So
convenient a thing it is to be a reasonable Creature, since it
enabl es one to find or make a Reason for every thing one has a mnd to
do. -

Keimer &1 liv'd on a pretty good fam liar Footing & agreed tol erably
well: for he suspected nothing of ny Setting up. He retain'd a great
deal of his old Enthusiasns, and lov'd an Argunentation. We therefore
had many Disputations. | us'd to work himso with my Socratic Mt hod,

and had trapann'd himso often by Questions apparently so distant from
any Point we had in hand, and yet by degrees led to the Point, and
brought himinto Difficulties & Contradictions, that at |ast he grew
ridiculously cautious, and would hardly answer ne the nost common
Question, without asking first, Wat do you intend to infer from
that? However it gave himso high an Qpinion of nmy Abilities in the



Confuting Way, that he seriously propos'd nmy being his Colleague in a
Project he had of setting up a new Sect. He was to preach the
Doctrines, and I was to confound all Qpponents. Wen he came to explain
with ne upon the Doctrines, | found several Conundruns which | objected
to, unless I mght have ny Wy a little too, and introduce sone of

m ne. Keimer wore his Beard at full Length, because sonewhere in the
Mosaic Law it is said, thou shalt not mar the Corners of thy Beard.

He |ikew se kept the seventh day Sabbath; and these two Points wer

Essentials with him- | dislik'd both, but agreed to admt them upon
Condition of his adopting the Doctrine of using no ani mal Food.
doubt, says he, ny Constitution will not bear that. | assur'd himit

woul d, & that he would be the better for it. He was usually a great
GQutton, and | proms'd ny self some Diversion in half-starving him

He agreed to try the Practice if |I would keep him Conpany. | did so

and we held it for three Months. W had our Victuals dress'd and
brought to us regularly by a Wonan in the Nei ghbourhood, who had
fromme a List of 40 Dishes to be prepar'd for us at different tines,
in all which there was neither Fish Flesh nor Fowl, and the Whimsuited
me the better at this time fromthe Cheapness of it, not costing us
above 18d Sterling each, per Wek.- | have since kept several Lents
nmost strictly, Leaving the common Diet for that, and that for the
common, abruptly, wthout the | east Inconvenience: So that | think
there is little in the Advice of making those Changes by easy
Gradations.- | went on pleasantly, but Poor Keinmer suffer'd grievously,
tir'd of the Project, long'd for the Flesh Pots of Egypt, and order'd a
roast Pig; He invited ne & two Whnen Friends to dine with him but it
bei ng brought too soon upon table, he could not resist the Tenptation
and ate it all up before we cane. -

I had made sone Courtship during this time to Mss Read, | had a
great Respect & Affection for her, and had sone Reason to believe she
had the sane for nme: but as | was about to take a | ong Voyage, and we
were both very young, only a little above 18. it was thought nost
prudent by her Mdther to prevent our going too far at present, as a
Marriage if it was to take place would be nore convenient after ny
Return, when | should be as | expected set up in ny Business. Perhaps
too she thought ny Expectations not so well founded as | inagined them
to be. -

My chief Acquai ntances at this tinme were, Charles OGsborne, Joseph
WAt son, & Janes Ral ph; Al Lovers of Reading. The two first were derks
to an em nent Scrivener or Conveyancer in the Town, Charles Brogden
the other was Clerk to a Merchant. Watson was a pi ous sensi bl e young
Man, of great Integrity.- The others rather nore lax in their
Principles of Religion, particularly Ral ph, who as well as Collins had
been unsettled by ne, for which they both made nme suffer.- GOsborne was
sensi bl e, candid, frank, sincere, and affectionate to his Friends; but
inliterary Matters too fond of Criticising. Ral ph, was ingenious,
genteel in his Manners, & extreamy eloquent; | think | never knew a
prettier Talker.- Both of themgreat Adnmirers of Poetry, and began to
try their Hands in little Pieces. Many pleasant Wal ks we four had
toget her, on Sundays into the Wods near Skuylkill, where we read to
one anot her & conferr'd on what we read. Ral ph was inclin'd to pursue
the Study of Poetry, not doubting but he m ght become eminent in it and
make his Fortune by it, alledging that the best Poets nust when they
first began to wite, nmake as many Faults as he did.- Osborne di ssuaded
him assur'd himhe had no Genius for Poetry, & advis'd himto think of



not hi ng beyond the Business he was bred to; that in the nmercantile way
tho' he had no Stock, he might by his Diligence & Punctuality reconmend
hinself to Enploynment as a Factor, and in tinme acquire wherewith to
trade on his own Account. | approv'd the anusing one's Self with Poetry
now & then, so far as to i nprove one's Language, but no farther. On
this it was propos'd that we shoul d each of us at our next Meeting
produce a Piece of our own Composing, in order to inprove by our nutua
oservations, Criticisns & Corrections. As Language & Expressi on was
what we had in View, we excluded all Considerations of Invention, by
agreei ng that the Task should be a Version of the 18th Psal m which
describes the Descent of a Deity. Wien the Time of our Meeting drew
nigh, Ralph call'd on nme first, & let ne know his Piece was ready.

told himl had been busy, & having little Inclination had done

not hing.- He then show d nme his Piece for nmy Qpinion; and | nuch
approv'd it, as it appear'd to me to have great Merit. Now, says he,
Gsborne never will allowthe least Merit in any thing of mne, but
makes 1000 Criticisnms out of nmere Envy. He is not so jeal ous of you.

I wish therefore you would take this Piece, & produce it as yours. |
will pretend not to have had tine, & so produce nothing: W shal

then see what he will say to it.- It was agreed, and | inmmediately
transcrib'd it that it mght appear in ny own hand. W net. Watson's
Performance was read: there were sone Beauties in it: but many Defects.
Gsborne's was read: It was nuch better. Ralph did it Justice, remark'd
some Faults, but appl auded the Beauties. He hinmself had nothing to
produce. | was backward, seeml d desirous of being excus'd, had not

had sufficient Time to correct; &c. but no Excuse could be adm tted,
produce | nust. It was read and repeated; Watson and Osborne gave

up the Contest; and join'd in applauding it i Mmoderately. Ral ph only
made sone Criticisns & propos'd sone Arendnents, but | defended

nmy Text. Osborne was agai nst Ral ph, & told himhe was no better a
Critic than Poet; so he dropt the Argunent. As they two went hone

t oget her, Osborne express'd hinmself still nore strongly in favour of
what he thought ny Production, having restrain'd hinmself before as he
said, lest |I should think it Flattery. But who woul d have i magin'd,
says he, that Franklin had been capabl e of such a Perfornmance; such

Pai nting, such Force! such Fire! he has even inprov'd the Oiginal! In
hi s common Conversation, he seens to have no Choice of Wrds; he

hesi tates and bl unders; and yet, good God, how he wites!- When we

next net, Ral ph discover'd the Trick we had plaid him and Gsborne

was a little laught at. This Transaction fix'd Ralph in his Resolution
of beconming a Poet. | did all I could to dissuade himfromit, but He
continu'd scribbling Verses, till Pope cur'd him- He becanme however
a pretty good Prose Witer. Mdre of himhereafter. But as | may not have
occasion again to nmention the other two, | shall just remark here, that
Watson died in ny Arnms a few Years after, nuch | anented, being the

best of our Set. OCsborne went to the West Indies, where he becane an
em nent Lawyer & nade Mney, but died young. He and | had nmade a
serious Agreenent, that the one who happen'd first to die, should if
possi bl e make a friendly Visit to the other, and acquaint hi m how he
found things in that separate State. But he never fulfill'd his Prom se

The CGovernor, seenming to |like nmy Conpany, had nme frequently to his
House; & his Setting me up was always nention'd as a fix'd thing. | was
to take with me Letters recommendatory to a Number of his Friends,
besi des the Letter of Credit, to furnish ne with the necessary Money
for purchasing the Press & Types, Paper, &c. For these Letters | was
appointed to call at different tinmes, when they were to be ready, but a



future time was still naned.- Thus we went on till the Ship whose
Departure too had been several tines postponed was on the Point of
sailing. Then when |I call'd to take nmy Leave & receive the Letters, his
Secretary, Dr Bard, cane out to nme and said the Governor was extreanly
busy, in witing, but would be down at Newcastle before the Ship, &
there the Letters would be delivered to ne.

Ral ph, tho' married & having one Child, had determ ned to acconpany
me in this Voyage. It was thought he intended to establish a
Cor respondence, & obtain Goods to sell on Comm ssion. But | found
afterwards, that thro sonme Discontent with his Wfe's Relations, he
purposed to | eave her on their Hands, & never return again.- Having
taken | eave of nmy Friends, & interchang'd some Promi ses with M ss
Read, | left Philadel phia in the Ship, which anchor'd at Newcastle. The
Governor was there. But when | went to his Lodging, the Secretary cane
to nme fromhimwth the civillest Message in the Wrld, that he could
not then see ne being engag' d in Business of the utnost |nportance, but
shoul d send the Letters to ne on board, wish'd nme heartily a good
Voyage and a speedy Return, &. | return'd on board, a little puzzl ed,
but still not doubting.-

M Andrew Hami |l ton, a famous Lawyer of Phil adel phia, had taken
Passage in the same Ship for hinself and Son: and with M Denham a
Quaker Merchant, & Messrs Onion & Russel Masters of an Iron Wirk in
Maryl and, had engag'd the Great Cabin; so that Ralph and I were forc'd
to take up with a Birth in the Steerage:- And none on board know ng us,
were considered as ordinary Persons.- But M Hamlton & his Son (it was
James, since Governor) return'd from New Castle to Phil adel phia, the
Fat her being recall'd by a great Fee to plead for a seized Ship.- And
just before we sail'd Col. French com ng on board, & show ng nme great
Respect, | was nore taken Notice of, and with ny Friend Ral ph invited
by the other Gentlenen to cone into the Cabin, there being now Room
Accordingly we renov'd thither.

Under st andi ng that Col. French had brought on board the CGovernor's

Di spatches, | ask'd the Captain for those Letters that were to be under
my Care. He said all were put into the Bag together; and he coul d not
then come at them but before we | anded in England, | should have an

Qoportunity of picking themout. So | was satisfy'd for the present,
and we proceeded on our Voyage. W had a soci abl e Conmpany in the Cabin,
and |ived uncomonly well, having the Addition of all M Hanmlton's
Stores, who had laid in plentifully. In this Passage M Denham
contracted a Friendship for nme that continued during his Life. The
Voyage was ot herwi se not a pleasant one, as we had a great deal of

bad Weat her. -

VWhen we cane into the Channel, the Captain kept his Wrd with ne,
& gave me an Qpportunity of exam ning the Bag for the Governor's
Letters. | found none upon which ny Name was put, as under ny Care; |
pick'd out 6 or 7 that by the Handwiting | thought mi ght be the
proms'd Letters, especially as one of themwas directed to Basket
the King's Printer, and another to sone Stationer. We arriv'd in London
the 24th of Decenber, 1724.- | waited upon the Stationer who cane first
in my Wiy, delivering the Letter as from Gov. Keith. | don't know such
a Person, says he: but opening the Letter, O this is from Ri ddl esden
I have lately found himto be a conpleat Rascal, and I wll have
nothing to do with him nor receive any Letters fromhim So putting



the Letter into ny Hand, he turn'd on his Heel & left me to serve sone

Customer.- | was surprized to find these were not the Governor's
Letters. And after recollecting and conparing G rcunstances, | began to
doubt his Sincerity.- | found ny Friend Denham and opened the whol e

Affair to him He let me into Keith's Character, told nme there was not
the | east Probability that he had witten any Letters for ne, that no
one who knew hi m had the small est Dependance on him and he | aught at
the Notion of the Governor's giving ne a Letter of Credit, having as he
said no Credit to give.- On nmy expressing some Concern about what |
shoul d do: He advis'd ne to endeavour getting sone Enploynment in the
Way of ny Business. Anong the Printers here, says he, you will inprove
yoursel f; and when you return to Anerica, you will set up to greater
Advant age. -

We both of us happen'd to know, as well as the Stationer, that
Ri ddl esden the Attorney, was a very Knave. He had half ruin'd Mss
Read's Father by drawing himin to be bound for him By his Letter it
appear'd, there was a secret Schene on foot to the Prejudice of
Ham | ton, (Suppos'd to be then com ng over with us,) and that Keith
was concern'd in it with R ddl esden. Denham who was a Friend of
Ham | ton's, thought he ought to be acquainted with it. So when he
arriv'd in Engl and, which was soon after, partly from Resentnment &
[11-WIl to Keith & Ri ddl esden, & partly from Good WIIl to him |
waited on him and gave himthe Letter. He thank'd nme cordially,
the Informati on being of Inportance to him And fromthat tinme he
became ny Friend, greatly to nmy Advantage afterwards on many Qccasi ons.

But what shall we think of a Governor's playing such pitiful Tricks,
& inposing so grossly on a poor ignorant Boy! It was a Habit he had
acquired. He wish'd to please every body; and having little to give, he
gave Expectations.- He was ot herw se an ingeni ous sensible Man, a
pretty good Witer, & a good Governor for the People, tho' not for
his Constituents the Proprietaries, whose Instructions he sonetines
di sregarded. - Several of our best Laws were of his Planning, and pass'd
during his Adm nistration.-

Ral ph and | were inseparabl e Conpani ons. W took Lodgi ngs together
in Little Britain at 3s. 6d. per Wek, as much as we could then
afford.- He found sone Rel ations, but they were poor & unable to assi st
him He now let me know his Intentions of remaining in London, and that
he never nmeant to return to Phil adel phia- He had brought no Money wth
him the whole he could nmuster having been expended in paying his
Passage.- | had 15 Pistoles: So he borrowed occasionally of ne, to
subsi st while he was | ooking out for Business.- He first endeavoured
to get into the Playhouse, believing hinself qualify'd for an Actor
but Wl kes, to whom he apply'd, advis'd himcandidly not to think of
t hat Enpl oynent, as it was inpossible he should succeed in it.- Then
he propos'd to Roberts, a Publisher in Paternoster Row, to wite for
hima Wekly Paper |ike the Spectator, on certain Conditions, which
Roberts did not approve. Then he endeavour'd to get Enploynment as a
Hackney Witer to copy for the Stationers & Lawers about the Tenple:
but could find no Vacancy. -

| inrediately got into Wirk at Palner's then a fanmous Printing House
in Barthol omew C ose; and here | continu'd near a Year. | was pretty
diligent; but spent with Ral ph a good deal of ny Earnings in going to
Pl ays & other Pl aces of Anusement. W had together consumd all ny



Pi stoles, and now just rubb'd on fromhand to nouth. He seemd quite to
forget his Wfe & Child, and | by degrees ny Engagenments with M ss
Read, to whom | never wote nore than one Letter, & that was to let her
know I was not likely soon to return. This was another of the great
Errata of ny Life, which I should wish to correct if | were to live it
over again.- In fact, by our Expences, | was constantly kept unable to
pay ny Passage.

At Palmer's | was enploy'd in Conposing for the second Edition of
Whol | aston's Religion of Nature. Some of his Reasoni ngs not appearing

to ne well-founded, | wote a little netaphysical Piece, in which I
made Remarks on them It was entitled, A Dissertation an Liberty &
Necessity, Pleasure and Pain. - | inscrib'd it to nmy Friend Ral ph.- |

printed a small Nunber. It occasion'd ny being nore consider'd by M
Pal mer, as a young Man of sone Ingenuity, tho' he seriously

expostul ated with me upon the Principles of my Panphlet which to him
appear'd abomi nable. My printing this Panphl et was anot her Erratum

VWile |l lodg'd in Little Britain | made an Acquai ntance with one
W1 cox a Bookseller, whose Shop was at the next Door. He had an
i mense Col |l ection of second-hand Books. Circul ating Libraries were
not then in Use; but we agreed that on certain reasonable Terns which
I have now forgotten, | night take, read & return any of his Books.
This | esteenmid a great Advantage, & | made as nmuch Use of it as | could.-

My Panphl et by some neans falling into the Hands of one Lyons, a
Surgeon, Author of a Book intituled The Infallibility of Human

Judgnent, it occasioned an Acquai ntance between us; he took great
Notice of ne, call'd on me often, to converse on these Subjects,
carried me to the Horns a pale Ale House in __ Lane, Cheapside, and

introduc'd ne to Dr Mandevile, Author of the Fable of the Bees who had
a Club there, of which he was the Soul, being a nost facetious

ent ert ai ni ng Conpani on. Lyons too introduc'd me to Dr Penberton

at Batson's Cof fee House, who pronmis'd to give me an Qpportunity

sonme time or other of seeing Sir |Isaac Newton, of which | was extreamy
desirous; but this never happened.

| had brought over a few Curiosities anong which the principal was a
Purse made of the Asbestos, which purifies by Fire. Sir Hans Sl oane
heard of it, cane to see ne, and invited ne to his House in Bl oonsbury
Square; where he showd ne all his Curiosities, and persuaded ne to | et
himadd that to the Nunmber, for which he paid ne handsonely. -

In our House there lodg'd a young Wrman; a M Il ener, who | think had
a Shop in the doisters. She had been genteelly bred; was sensible &
lively, and of nobst pleasing Conversation.- Ralph read Plays to her in
the Evenings, they grew intimte, she took another Lodgi ng, and he
follow d her. They liv'd together sone tinme, but he being still out of
Busi ness, & her Incone not sufficient to maintain themwth her Child,
he took a Resolution of going fromLondon, to try for a Country School
whi ch he thought hinself well qualify'd to undertake, as he wote an
excel lent Hand, & was a Master of Arithnetic & Accounts.- This however
he deemi d a Business below him & confident of future better Fortune
when he should be unwilling to have it known that he once was so
meanly enploy'd, he chang'd his Name, & did ne the Honour to assune
m ne.- For | soon after had a Letter fromhim acquainting ne, that he
was settled in a small Village in Berkshire, | think it was, where he



taught reading & witing to 10 or a dozen Boys at 6 pence each per
Week, recomending Ms T. to ny Care, and desiring nme to wite to
himdirecting for M Franklin School naster at such a Place. He
continu'd to wite frequently, sending me |arge Specinens of an Epic
Poem which he was then conposing, and desiring nmy Remarks &
Corrections.- These | gave himfromtine to tine, but endeavour'd
rather to di scourage his Proceeding. One of Young's Satires was then
just publish'd. | copy'd & sent hima great Part of it, which set in a
strong Light the Folly of pursuing the Mises with any Hope of
Advancenent by them Al was in vain. Sheets of the Poem continu'd

to come by every Post. In the nmean tine Ms T. having on his Account

| ost her Friends & Business, was often in Distresses, & us'd to send
for me, and borrow what | could spare to help her out of them | grew
fond of her Conpany, and being at this time under no Religious
Restraints, & presumng on ny |Inportance to her, | attenpted

Fam liarities, (another Erratum which she repuls'd with a proper
Resent ment, and acquai nted himw th ny Behaviour. This nmade a

Breach between us, & when he return'd again to London, he let ne know
he thought | had cancel'd all the Obligations he had been under to ne. -
So | found | was never to expect his Repaying ne what | lent to himor
advanc'd for him This was however not then of much Consequence, as he
was totally unable.- And in the Loss of his Friendship | found ny self

relievid froma Burthen. | now began to think of getting a little Money
bef orehand; and expecting better Wirk, | left Palner's to work at
Watts's near Lincoln's Inn Fields, a still greater Printing House. Here

| continu'd all the rest of ny Stay in London

At ny first Admission into this Printing House, | took to working at
Press, imagining | felt a Want of the Bodily Exercise | had been us'd
to in Amrerica, where Presswork is mx'd with Conposing. | drank only
Water; the other Worknen, near 50 in Nunber, were great Quzzlers of
Beer. On occasion | carried up & down Stairs a large Formof Types in
each hand, when others carried but one in both Hands. They wonder'd to
see fromthis & several Instances that the Water-Anerican as they
call'd nme was stronger than thenselves who drunk strong Beer. W
had an Al ehouse Boy who attended always in the House to supply the
Wor kmen. My Conpani on at the Press, drank every day a Pint before
Breakfast, a Pint at Breakfast with his Bread and Cheese; a Pint
bet ween Breakfast and Dinner; a Pint at Dinner; a Pint in the Afternoon
about Six o'clock, and another when he had done his Day's-Wrk.
thought it a detestable Custom- But it was necessary, he suppos'd, t
drink strong Beer that he mght be strong to |abour. | endeavour'd
to convince himthat the Bodily Strength afforded by Beer could only be
in proportion to the Grain or Flour of the Barley dissolved in the
Water of which it was made; that there was nmore Flour in a Pennyworth
of Bread, and therefore if he would eat that with a Pint of Water, it
woul d give himnmore Strength than a Quart of Beer.- He drank on
however, & had 4 or 5 Shillings to Pay out of his Wages every Saturday
Ni ght for that nuddling Liquor; an Expence | was free from- And thus
t hese poor Devils keep thensel ves al ways under

Watts after some Weeks desiring to have nme in the Conposi ng- Room |
left the Pressnmen. A new Bienvenu or Sumfor Drink, being 5s., was
demanded of ne by the Conpostors. | thought it an Inposition, as | had
pai d bel ow. The Master thought so too, and forbad nmy Paying it. | stood
out two or three Weks, was accordi ngly considered as an Excomuni cat e,
and had so many little Pieces of private M schief done nme, by nixing ny



Sorts, transposing ny Pages, breaking ny Matter, &c. &c. if | were ever
so little out of the Room & all ascrib'd to the Chapel Ghost, which they
said ever haunted those not regularly admtted, that notw thstanding the
Master's Protection, | found nmyself oblig'd to conply and pay the

Money; convinc'd of the Folly of being on ill Terns with those one is
tolive with continually. I was now on a fair Footing with them and
soon acquir'd considerable Influence. | propos'd some reasonable

Alterations in their Chapel *005 Laws, and carried them agai nst al
Qoposition. Fromny Exanple a great Part of them left their nuddling
Br eakfast of Beer & Bread & Cheese, finding they could with ne be
supply'd from a nei ghbouri ng House with a | arge Porringer of hot
Water-gruel, sprinkled with Pepper, crunb'd with Bread, & a Bit of
Butter init, for the Price of a Pint of Beer, viz, three halfpence.
This was a nore confortable as well as cheaper Breakfast, & kept their
Heads cl earer.- Those who continu'd sotting with Beer all day, were
often, by not paying, out of Credit at the Al ehouse, and us'd to nmake
Interest with me to get Beer, their Light, as they phras'd it, being
out. | watch'd the Pay table on Saturday N ght, & collected what I
stood engag'd for them having to pay sone tines near Thirty Shillings
a Week on their Accounts.- This, and ny being esteenid a pretty good
Riggite, that is a jocular verbal Satyrist, supported ny Consequence in
the Society.- My constant Attendance, (I never making a St. Mbonday),
recomended ne to the Master; and ny unconmon Qui ckness at Conposi ng,
occasion'd ny being put upon all Wrk of D spatch which was generally
better paid. So I went on now very agreably. -

My Lodging in Little Britain being too renote, | found another in
Duke-street opposite to the Romish Chapel. It was two pair of Stairs
backwards at an Italian Warehouse. A Wdow Lady kept the House;
she had a Daughter & a Maid Servant, and a Journey-nman who attended
t he Warehouse, but |odg' d abroad.- After sending to enquire ny
Character at the House where | last |odg' d, she agreed to take nme in
at the sane Rate 3s. 6d. per Wek, cheaper as she said fromthe
Protecti on she expected in having a Man | odge in the House. She was a
Wdow, an elderly Wman, had been bred a Protestant, being a
G ergyman' s Daughter, but was converted to the Catholic Religion by her
Husband, whose Menory she nmuch revered, had |ived much anong Peopl e
of Distinction, and knew a 1000 Anecdotes of themas far back as the
Ti mes of Charles the second. She was |ame in her Knees with the Cout,
and therefore seldomstirr'd out of her Room so sonetines wanted
Conmpany; and hers was so highly anusing to ne; that | was sure to
spend an Evening with her whenever she desired it. Qur Supper was
only half an Anchovy each, on a very little Strip of Bread & Butter
and half a Pint of Ale between us.- But the Entertai nment was in her
Conversation. My always keeping good Hours, and giving little Trouble
inthe Family, nade her unwilling to part with nme; so that when
talk'd of a Lodging | had heard of, nearer ny Business, for 2s. a Wek
which, intent as | now was on saving Money, made sone Difference; she
bid me not think of it, for she would abate ne two Shillings a Wek for
the future, so | remain'd with her at 1s. 6d. as long as | staid in
London. -

In a Garret of her House there lived a Maiden Lady of 70 in the nost
retired Manner, of whom ny Landl ady gave ne this Account, that she
was a Roman-Cat holic, had been sent abroad when young & lodg'd in a
Nunnery with an Intent of becoming a Nun: but the Country not agreeing
with her, she return'd to Engl and, where there being no Nunnery, she



had vow d to lead the Life of a Nun as near as m ght be done in those
Circunst ances: Accordingly She had given all her Estate to charitable
Uses, reserving only Twel ve Pounds a Year to live on, and out of this
Sum she still gave a great deal in Charity, living her self on Wtergrue
only, & using no Fire but to boil it.- She had |lived many Years in that
Garret, being permitted to remain there gratis by successive catholic
Tenants of the House below, as they deemid it a Blessing to have her
there. A Priest visited her, to confess her every Day. | have ask'd

her, says ny Landl ady, how she, as she liv'd, could possibly find so
much Enpl oynment for a Confessor? O says she, it is inpossible to avoid
vai n Thoughts. | was permitted once to visit her: She was chearful &
polite, & convers'd pleasantly. The Room was cl ean, but had no ot her
Furniture than a Matras, a Table with a Crucifix & Book, a Stool, which
she gave ne to sit on, and a Picture over the Chi mey of St

Veroni ca, displaying her Handkerchief with the mracul ous Figure of
Christ's bleeding Face on it, which she explain'd to ne with great
Seriousness. She |ook'd pale, but was never sick, and | give it as

anot her | nstance on how snmall an Incone Life & Health nay be supported. -

At Watts's Printinghouse | contracted an Acquai ntance with an
i ngeni ous young Man, one Wgate, who having weal thy Rel ations, had
been better educated than nost Printers, was a tolerable Latinist,
spoke French, & lov'd Reading. | taught him & a Friend of his, to
swm at twice going into the River, & they soon becane good Sw mrers.
They introduc'd ne to sone Gentlemen fromthe Country who went to
Chel sea by Water to see the College and Don Saltero's Curiosities. In
our Return, at the Request of the Conpany, whose Curiosity Wagate
had excited, | stript & leapt into the River, & swamfrom near Chel sea
to Blackfryars, performng on the Way many Feats of Activity both upon
& under Water, that surpriz'd & pleas'd those to whomthey were

Novelties.- | had froma Child been ever delighted with this Exerci se,
had studied & practis'd all Thevenot's Mdtions & Positions, added sone
of my own, aimng at the graceful & easy, as well as the Useful.- Al

these I took this Cccasion of exhibiting to the Conpany, & was nuch
flatter'd by their Admiration.- And Wgate, who was desirous of
becomi ng a Master, grew nore & nore attach'd to nme, on that account, as
well as fromthe Simlarity of our Studies. He at |length propos'd to nme
travelling all over Europe together, supporting ourselves every where
by working at our Business. | was once inclin'd to it. But nentioning
it to nmy good Friend M Denham w th whom | often spent an Hour, when

| had Leisure. He dissuaded me fromit; advising me to think only of
returning to Pensilvania, which he was now about to do. -

I must record one Trait of this good Man's Character. He had formerly
been in Business at Bristol, but fail'd in Debt to a Nunber of Peopl e,
conpounded and went to America. There, by a close Application to
Busi ness as a Merchant, he acquir'd a plentiful Fortune in a few Years.
Returning to England in the Ship with ne, He invited his old Creditors
to an Entertai nment, at which he thank'd them for the easy Conposition
they had favour'd himw th, & when they expected nothing but the Treat,
every Man at the first Renove, found under his Plate an Order on a
Banker for the full Ampunt of the unpaid Rermainder with Interest.

He now told nme he was about to return to Phil adel phia, and shoul d
carry over a great Quantity of Goods in order to open a Store there:
He propos'd to take ne over as his Cerk, to keep his Books (in which
he woul d instruct ne) copy his Letters, and attend the Store. He added,



that as soon as | should be acquainted with nercantil e Business he
woul d pronmote nme by sending me with a Cargo of Flour & Bread & to the
West Indies, and procure nme Conmm ssions from others; which would be
profitable, & if |I manag'd well, would establish ne handsonely. The
Thing pleas'd ne, for I was grown tired of London, renenber'd with

Pl easure the happy Months | had spent in Pennsylvania, and wi sh'd
again to see it. Therefore |I inmediately agreed, on the Terns of Fifty
Pounds a Year Pensylvania Mney; |ess indeed than my then present
CGettings as a Conpostor, but affording a better Prospect. -

I now took Leave of Printing, as | thought for ever, and was daily
enploy'd in ny new Busi ness; going about with M Denham anong the
Tradesnen, to purchase various Articles, & see them pack'd up, doing
Errands, calling upon Wrknmen to dispatch, &. and when all was on
board, | had a few Days Leisure. On one of these Days | was to ny
Surprize sent for by a great Man | knew only by Name, a Sir WIIliam
Wndham and | waited upon him He had heard by sone neans or ot her
of my Swinm ng from Chel sey to Bl ackfryars, and of ny teaching Wgate
and anot her young Man to swmin a few Hours. He had two Sons about
to set out on their Travels; he wish'd to have themfirst taught
Swi mm ng; and propos'd to gratify me handsonely if | would teach
them - They were not yet cone to Town and ny Stay was uncertain, so
could not undertake it. But fromthis Incident | thought it likely,
that if | were to remain in England and open a Swi mm ng School, | m ght
get a good deal of Mney.- And it struck nme so strongly, that had the
Overture been sooner nmade e, probably | should not so soon have
returned to Anerica.- After Many Years, you & | had sonething of nore
I mportance to do with one of these Sons of Sir WIIliam Wndham becone
Earl of Egrenont, which | shall nmention in its Place.-

Thus | spent about 18 Months in London. Most Part of the Time, |
wor k' d hard at mnmy Business, & spent but little upon ny self except
in seeing Plays, & in Books.- My Friend Ral ph had kept me poor
He owed me about 27 Pounds; which | was now never likely to receive;
a great Sumout of ny small Earnings. | lov'd himnotw thstanding, for
he had many ami able Qualities.- tho' | had by no neans inprov'd ny
Fortune.- But | had pick'd up sonme very ingeni ous Acquai ntance whose
Conversation was of great Advantage to nme, and | had read consi derably.

W sail'd from Gravesend on the 23d of July 1726.- For The Incidents
of the Voyage, | refer you to ny Journal, where you will find them al
mnutely related. Perhaps the nost inportant Part of that Journal is
the Plan to be found in it which I fornmed at Sea, for regulating ny
future Conduct in Life. It is the nore remarkable, as being formd
when | was so young, and yet being pretty faithfully adhered to quite
thro' to old Age.- W landed in Philadel phia the 11th of Cctober, where
I found sundry Alterations. Keith was no | onger Governor, being

superceded by Major CGordon: | met himwal king the Streets as a comon
Citizen. He seenid a little asham d at seeing ne, but pass'd without
saying any thing. | should have been as nuch ashami d at seeing M ss

Read, had not her Friends, despairing with Reason of nmy Return, after
the Receipt of my Letter, persuaded her to marry another, one Rogers, a
Potter, which was done in ny Absence. Wth hi mhowever she was never
happy, and soon parted fromhim refusing to cohabit with him or bear
his Nanme It being now said that he had another Wfe. He was a worthl ess
Fell ow tho' an excell ent Wrkman which was the Tenptation to her
Friends. He got into Debt, and ran away in 1727 or 28, went to the



West Indies, and died there. Keinmer had got a better House, a Shop
wel | supply'd with Stationary, plenty of new Types, a nunber of Hands
tho' none good, and seemid to have a great deal of Business.

M Denhamtook a Store in Water Street, where we open'd our Goods.
| attended the Business diligently, studied Accounts, and grewin a
little Time expert at selling.- W |odg' d and boarded together, he
counsell'd me as a Father, having a sincere Regard for nme: | respected
& lov'd him and we m ght have gone on together very happily: But in
t he Begi nni ng of February, 1727, when | had just pass'd ny 21st Year
we both were taken ill. My Distenper was a Pleurisy, which very nearly
carried me off.- | suffered a good deal, gave up the Point in my own
m nd, & was rather disappointed when | found nmy self recovering;
regretting in some degree that | nust now sonetinme or other have al

t hat di sagreable Wrk to do over again.- | forget what his D stenper
was. It held hima long tine, and at length carried himoff. He left nme
a small Legacy in a nuncupative WIIl, as a Token of his Kindness for ne,

and he left me once nore to the wide Wrld. For the Store was taken into
the Care of his Executors, and ny Enpl oynent under hi mended:- M

Br ot her-in-1aw Homes, being now at Phil adel phia, advis'd ny Return to ny
Busi ness. And Keinmer tenpted me with an Ofer of |arge Wages by the Year
to come & take the Management of his Printing-House that he mght better
attend his Stationer's Shop.- | had heard a bad Character of himin
London, fromhis Wfe & her Friends, & was not fond of having any nore
to do with him | try'd for farther Enploynment as a Merchant's Cerk

but not readily nmeeting with any, | clos'd again with Keiner.-

I found in his House these Hands; Hugh Meredith a Wl sh-
Pensi | vani an, 30 Years of Age, bred to Country Work: honest, sensible,
had a great deal of solid Observation, was somnething of a Reader, but
given to drink:- Stephen Potts, a young Country Man of full Age, bred to
the Sane:- of uncommon natural Parts, & great Wt & Hunmour, but a little
idle. - These he had agreed with at extream | ow Wages, per \Wek, to be
rais'd a Shilling every 3 Months, as they woul d deserve by inproving in
their Business, & the Expectation of these high Wages to come on
hereafter was what he had drawn themin with.- Meredith was to work at
Press, Potts at Bookbi ndi ng, which he by Agreenent, was to teach them
tho' he knew neither one nor tother. John a wild Irishman brought up to
no Busi ness, whose Service for 4 Years Keinmer had purchas'd fromthe
Captain of a Ship. He too was to be made a Pressnan. CGeorge Webb, an
O«ford Schol ar, whose Tinme for 4 Years he had |ikew se bought, intending
himfor a Conpositor: of whomnore presently. And David Harry, a Country
Boy, whom he had taken Apprentice. | soon perceiv'd that the Intention
of engagi ng ne at Wages so nuch higher than he had been us'd to give,
was to have these raw cheap Hands formd thro' ne, and as soon as | had
instructed them then, they being all articled to him he should be able
to do without ne.- I went on however, very chearfully; put his Printing
House in Order, which had been in great Confusion, and brought his Hands
by degrees to mind their Business and to do it better

It was an odd Thing to find an Oxford Scholar in the Situation of a
bought Servant. He was not nore than 18 Years of Age, & gave nme this
Account of hinself; that he was born in d oucester, educated at a
G ammar School there, had been distinguish'd anong the Scholars for sone
apparent Superiority in performng his Part when they exhibited Pl ays;
belong'd to the Wtty Club there, and had witten sone Pieces in Prose
& Verse which were printed in the G oucester Newspapers.- Thence he was



sent to Oxford; there he continu'd about a Year, but not well-satisfy'd,
wi shing of all things to see London & becone a Player. At length
receiving his Quarterly Al lowance of 15 Quineas, instead of discharging
his Debts, he walk'd out of Town, hid his Gown in a Furz Bush, and
footed it to London, where having no Friend to advise him he fell into
bad Conpany, soon spent his CGuineas, found no nmeans of being introduc'd
anong the Players, grew necessitous, pawn'd his O oaths & wanted Bread.
Wal king the Street very hungry, & not knowi ng what to do with hinself, a
Crinmp's Bill was put into his Hand, offering i nmedi ate Entertai nnent &
Encour agenment to such as would bind thenselves to serve in Anerica. He
went directly, sign'd the Indentures, was put into the Ship & cane over;
never witing a Line to acquaint his Friends what was become of him He
was lively, witty, good-natur'd and a pl easant Conpani on; but idle,

t houghtl ess & inprudent to the |ast Degree.

John the Irishman soon ran away. Wth the rest | began to live very
agreably; for they all respected ne, the nore as they found Kei nmer
i ncapabl e of instructing them and that fromme they |earnt sonething
daily. We never work'd on a Saturday, that being Keinmer's Sabbath. So |
had two Days for Reading. My Acquai ntance with ingenious People in the
Town, increased. Keimer hinself treated ne with great Cvility &
apparent Regard; and not hing now nade ne uneasy but my Debt to Vernon
which | was yet unable to pay being hitherto but a poor Qeconomist.- He
however kindly nade no Demand of it.

Qur Printing-House often wanted Sorts, and there was no Letter Founder
in Arerica. | had seen Types cast at Janes's in London, but w thout nuch
Attention to the Manner: However | now contriv'd a Muld, nmade use of
the Letters we had, as Puncheons, struck the Matrices in Lead, and thus
supply'd in a pretty tolerable way all Deficiencies. | also engrav'd
several Things on occasion. | made the Ink, | was Warehouse-man & every
thing, in short quite a Factotum -

But however serviceable | mght be, | found that ny Services becane
every Day of |less Inportance, as the other Hands inprov'd in the
Busi ness. And when Keinmer paid ny second Quarter's Wages, he let ne know
that he felt themtoo heavy, and thought | should nake an Abatenent. He
grew by degrees less civil, put on nore of the Master, frequently found
Faul t, was captious and seemid ready for an Qut-breaking. | went on
neverthel ess with a good deal of Patience, thinking that his incunber'd
Circunmstances were partly the Cause. At length a Trifle snapt our
Connexi on. For a great Noi se happeni ng near the Courthouse, | put ny
Head out of the Wndow to see what was the Matter. Keiner being in the
Street look'd up & sawne, call'd out to ne in a | oud Voice and angry
Tone to m nd ny Business, adding sone reproachful Wrds, that nettled ne
the nore for their Publicity, all the Neighbours who were | ooki ng out on
t he sane Cccasion being Wtnesses how | was treated. He cane up
i mediately into the Printing-House, continu'd the Quarrel, high Wrds
pass'd on both Sides, he gave nme the Quarter's Warni ng we had
stipul ated, expressing a Wsh that he had not been oblig'd to so long a

VWarning: | told himhis Wsh was unnecessary for | would | eave hi mthat
Instant; and so taking ny Hat wal k'd out of Doors; desiring Meredith
whom | saw bel ow to take care of some Things | left, & bring themto ny
Lodgi ng. -

Meredith came accordingly in the Evening, when we talk'd ny Affair
over. He had conceiv'd a great Regard for nme, & was very unwilling that



| should | eave the House while he remain'd in it. He dissuaded ne from
returning to ny native Country which | began to think of. He rem nded ne
that Keinmer was in debt for all he possess'd, that his Creditors began
to be uneasy, that he kept his Shop m serably, sold often without Profit
for ready Money, and often trusted w thout keeping Account. That he nust
therefore fail; which would make a Vacancy | mght profit of.- |
objected ny Want of Mney. He then let nme know, that his Father had a
hi gh Opi nion of me, and from sone Discourse that had pass'd between
them he was sure woul d advance Money to set us up, if | would enter
into Partnership with him- My Tinme, says he, will be out with Keimer in
the Spring. By that tinme we may have our Press & Types in from London: -

I amsensible I amno Wrkman. |If you like it, Your Skill in the

Busi ness shall be set against the Stock | furnish; and we will share the
Profits equally.- The Proposal was agreable, and | consented. Hi s Father
was in Town, and approv'd of it, the nore as he saw | had great
Influence with his Son, had prevail'd on himto abstain |long from
Dramdri nki ng, and he hop'd m ght break himof that wetched Habit

entirely, when we cane to be so closely connected. | gave an Inventory
to the Father, who carry'd it to a Merchant; the Things were sent for
the Secret was to be kept till they should arrive, and in the nmean tine

| was to get Work if | could at the other Printing House.- But | found
no Vacancy there, and so remain'd idle a few Days, when Keinmer, on a
Prospect of being enploy'd to print sonme Paper-noney, in New Jersey,

whi ch woul d require Cuts & various Types that | only could supply, and
appr ehendi ng Bradford m ght engage ne & get the Jobb fromhim sent ne a
very civil Message, that old Friends should not part for a few Wrds the
Ef fect of sudden Passion, and wishing me to return. Meredith persuaded
me to conply, as it would give nore Cpportunity for his |nprovenent

under ny daily Instructions.- So | return'd, and we went on nore
snoothly than for some time before.- The New Jersey Jobb was obtain'd.
contriv'd a Copper-Plate Press for it, the first that had been seen in
the Country.- | cut several O nanents and Checks for the Bills. W went
together to Burlington, where | executed the Wole to Satisfaction, & he
received so large a Sumfor the Wrk, as to be enabled thereby to keep
his Head much | onger above Water. -

At Burlington |I nmade an Acquai ntance with many princi pal People of the
Provi nce. Several of them had been appointed by the Assenbly a Conmittee
to attend the Press, and take Care that no nore Bills were printed than
the Law directed. They were therefore by Turns constantly with us, and
general ly he who attended brought with hima Friend or two for Conpany.
My M nd havi ng been nuch nore inprov'd by Reading than Keiner's, |
suppose it was for that Reason ny Conversation seemid to be nore valu'd
They had ne to their Houses, introduc'd ne to their Friends and show d
me much Cvility, while he, tho the Master, was a little neglected. In
truth he was an odd Fish, ignorant of conmon Life, fond of rudely
opposi ng receiv'd Qpinions, slovenly to extreamdirtiness, enthusiastic
in sone Points of Religion, and a little Knavish withal. W continu'd
there near 3 Months, and by that tinme | could reckon anong ny acquired
Friends, Judge Allen, Samuel Bustill, the Secretary of the Province,
| saac Pearson, Joseph Cooper & several of the Smiths, Menbers of
Assenbly, and |saac Decow the Surveyor General. The latter was a shrewd
sagaci ous old Man, who told nme that he began for hinself when young by
wheeling Clay for the Brickmakers, learnt to wite after he was of Age,
carry'd the Chain for Surveyors, who taught him Surveying, and he had
now by his Industry acquir'd a good Estate; and says he, | foresee, that
you will soon work this Man out of his Business & nmake a Fortune in it



at Phil adel phia. He had not then the least Intimation of nmy Intention to
set up there or any where.- These Friends were afterwards of great Use
to ne, as | occasionally was to sone of them- They all continued their
Regard for me as long as they lived. -

Before |I enter upon ny public Appearance in Business, it may be well
to let you know the then State of ny Mnd, with regard to ny Principles
and Morals, that you may see how far those influenc'd the future Events
of nmy Life. My Parent's had early given ne religious |Inpressions, and
brought me through nmy Chil dhood piously in the Dissenting Way. But | was
scarce 15 when, after doubting by turns of several Points as | found
them disputed in the different Books | read, | began to doubt of
Revel ation it self. Some Books against Deismfell into nmy Hands; they
were said to be the Substance of Sernons preached at Boyle's Lectures.

It happened that they wought an Effect on me quite contrary to what was
i ntended by them For the Argunments of the Deists which were quoted to
be refuted, appeared to me nmuch Stronger than the Refutations. In short

| soon becane a thorough Deist. My Argunents perverted sone others,
particularly Collins & Ral ph: but each of them having afterwards wong'd
me greatly w thout the | east Conpunction, and recollecting Keith's
Conduct towards ne, (who was anot her Freethinker) and ny own towards
Vernon & M ss Read which at Tinmes gave ne great Trouble, | began to
suspect that this Doctrine tho' it mght be true, was not very useful.-
My London Panphl et, which had for its Mtto those Lines of Dryden

- Whatever is, is right
Tho' purblind Man / Sees but a Part of
The Chain, the nearest Link
H s Eyes not carrying to the equal Beam
That poizes all, above.

And fromthe Attributes of God, his infinite Wsdom Goodness & Power
concl uded that nothing could possibly be wong in the Wrld, & that Vice
& Virtue were enpty Distinctions, no such Things existing: appear'd now
not so clever a Performance as | once thought it; and |I doubted whet her
some Error had not insinuated itself unperceiv'd, into nmy Argunment, so
as to infect all that follow d, as is comon in netaphysical
Reasonings.- | grew convinc'd that Truth, Sincerity & Integrity in
Deal i ngs between Man & Man, were of the utnpbst Inportance to the
Felicity of Life, and | formid witten Resolutions, (which still remain
in my Journal Book) to practise themever while | lived. Revelation had
i ndeed no weight with me as such; but | entertain'd an OQpinion, that
tho' certain Actions mght not be bad because they were forbidden by
it, or good because it commanded them yet probably those Actions
m ght be forbidden because they were bad for us, or comuanded

because they were beneficial to us, in their own Natures, all the
Circunst ances of things considered. And this Persuasion, with the kind
hand of Provi dence, or sone guardi an Angel, or accidental favourable
Circunmstances & Situations, or all together, preserved me (thro' this
dangerous Tine of Youth & the hazardous Situations | was sonetinmes in
anong Strangers, renmote fromthe Eye & Advice of ny Father,) without any
wilful gross Imorality or Injustice that m ght have been expected

fromny Want of Religion.- | say wlful, because the Instances |I have
menti oned, had sonmething of Necessity in them fromny Youth,
I nexperience, & the Knavery of others.- | had therefore a tolerable

Character to begin the World with, | valued it properly, & determin'd to
preserve it.-



We had not been long return'd to Phil adel phia, before the New Types
arriv'd fromLondon.- W settled with Keiner, & left himby his Consent
before he heard of it.- W found a House to hire near the Market, and
took it. To |l essen the Rent, (which was then but 24L a Year tho' | have
since known it let for 70) We took in Thos Godfrey a A azier, & his
Fam |y, who were to pay a considerable Part of it to us, and we to board
with them W had scarce opened our Letters & put our Press in Order,
bef ore George House, an Acquai ntance of mne, brought a Countryman to
us; whom he had nmet in the Street enquiring for a Printer. Al our Cash
was now expended in the Variety of Particulars we had been obliged to
procure, & this Countryman's Five Shillings, being our First Fruits &
com ng so seasonably, gave ne nore Pleasure than any Crown | have since
earn'd; and fromthe Gatitude | felt towards House, has nmade ne often
nore ready than perhaps | should ot herw se have been to assi st young
Begi nners. -

There are Croakers in every Country always boding its Ruin. Such a one
then lived in Philadel phia, a Person of Note, an elderly Man, with a
wi se Look and very grave Manner of Speaking. H s Nane was Sanuel M ckle.
This Gentlenman, a Stranger to nme, stopt one Day at mnmy Door, and ask'd ne
if I was the young Man who had | ately opened a new Printing-house: Being
answer'd in the Affirmative; He said he was sorry for nme; because it was
an expensi ve Undertaking, & the Expence would be | ost, for Phil adel phia
was a sinking Place, the People already half Bankrupts or near being so;
al |l Appearances of the contrary such as new Buildings & the R se of
Rents, being to his certain Know edge fallacious, for they were in fact
anong the Things that would soon ruin us. And he gave ne such a Detail
of M sfortunes now existing or that were soon to exist, that he left ne
hal f - nel ancholy. Had I known himbefore | engag'd in this Business,
probably | never should have done it.- This Man continu'd to live in
this decaying Place, & to declaimin the sanme Strain, refusing for many
Years to buy a House there, because all was going to Destruction, and at
last | had the Pleasure of seeing himgive five tinmes as nuch for one as
he m ght have bought it for when he first began his Croaking.-

| should have mention'd before, that in the Autum of the preceding
Year, | had formd nost of ny ingenious Acquaintance into a Cub, for
mut ual | nprovenent, which we call'd the Junto. W nmet on Friday
Eveni ngs. The Rules | drew up, requir'd that every Menber in his Turn
shoul d produce one or nore Queries on any Point of Mrals, Politics or
Nat ural Phil osophy, to be discuss'd by the Conpany, and once in three
Mont hs produce and read an Essay of his own Witing on any Subject he
pl eased. Qur Debates were to be under the Direction of a President, and
to be conducted in the sincere Spirit of Enquiry after Truth, w thout
fondness for Dispute, or Desire of Victory; and to prevent Warnth, all
Expressi ons of Positiveness in Opinion, or of direct Contradiction, were
after sonme time nmade contraband & prohibited under small pecuniary
Penalties. The first Menbers were, Joseph Brientnal, a Copyer of Deeds
for the Scriveners; a good-natur'd friendly mddle-ag'd Man, a great
Lover of Poetry, reading all he could neet with, & witing sone that was
tol erable; very ingenious in many little N cknackeries, & of sensible
Conversation. Thomas CGodfrey, a self-taught Mathematician, great in his
Way, & afterwards Inventor of what is now call'd Hadl ey's Quadrant. But
he knew little out of his way, and was not a pl easi ng Conpanion, as |ike
nmost Great Mathematicians | have nmet with, he expected unusual Precision
in every thing said, or was forever denying or distinguishing upon



Trifles, to the Disturbance of all Conversation.- He soon left us.-

Ni chol as Scull, a Surveyor, afterwards Surveyor-Ceneral, Wo lov'd
Books, & sonetines nade a few Verses. WIIiam Parsons, bred a Shoenaker,
but | oving Reading, had acquir'd a considerable Share of Mathematics,
which he first studied with a Viewto Astrol ogy that he afterwards

| aught at. He al so becane Surveyor Ceneral.- WIIliam Maugridge, a
joiner, & a nost exquisite Mechanic, & a solid sensible Man. Hugh
Meredith, Stephen Potts, & George Webb, | have Characteris'd before.
Robert Grace, a young CGentleman of some Fortune, generous, lively &
witty, a Lover of Punning and of his Friends. And WIIiam Col eman, then
a Merchant's O erk, about my Age, who had the cool est clearest Head, the
best Heart, and the exactest Mrals, of alnpst any Man | ever net wth.
He becane afterwards a Merchant of great Note, and one of our Provincial
Judges: Qur Friendship continued without Interruption to his Death,
upwards of 40 Years. And the Club continu'd al nost as | ong and was the
best School of Philosophy, Mrals & Politics that then existed in the
Province; for our Queries which were read the Wek preceding their

Di scussion, put us on reading with Attention upon the several Subjects,
that we m ght speak nore to the purpose: and here too we acquired better
Habits of Conversation, every thing being studied in our Rules which

m ght prevent our disgusting each other. From hence the |ong Continuance
of the Club, which I shall have frequent QOccasion to speak farther of
hereafter; But ny giving this Account of it here, is to show sonethi ng
of the Interest | had, every one of these exerting thenselves in
recomendi ng Business to us.- Brientnal particularly procur'd us from

t he Quakers, the Printing 40 Sheets of their H story, the rest being to
be done by Keiner: and upon this we work'd exceeding hard, for the Price
was low. It was a Folio, Pro Patria Size, in Pica with Long Priner
Notes. | compos'd of it a Sheet a Day, and Meredith work'd it off at
Press. It was often 11 at Night and sonetines later, before | had
finish'd ny Distribution for the next days Wrk: For the little Jobbs
sent in by our other Friends now & then put us back. But so determin'd I
was to continue doing a Sheet a Day of the Folio, that one N ght when
havi ng i mpos'd ny Forms, | thought ny Days Wrk over, one of them by
acci dent was broken and two Pages reduc'd to Pie, | imediately
distributed & conpos'd it over again before | went to bed. And this
Industry visible to our Nei ghbours began to give us Character and
Credit; particularly I was told, that nention being made of the new
Printing Ofice at the Merchants Every-ni ght-C ub, the general Opinion
was that it nmust fail, there being already two Printers in the Pl ace,
Kei mer & Bradford; but Doctor Baird (whomyou and | saw many Years after
at his native Place, St. Andrews in Scotland) gave a contrary Opinion;
for the Industry of that Franklin, says he, is superior to any thing I
ever saw of the kind: | see himstill at work when I go honme from C ub;
and he is at Wrk again before his Neighbours are out of bed. This
struck the rest, and we soon after had Offers fromone of themto supply
us with Stationary. But as yet we did not chuse to engage in Shop

Busi ness.

I mention this Industry the nore particularly and the nore freely,
tho' it seens to be talking in nmy own Praise, that those of ny Posterity
who shall read it, may know the Use of that Virtue, when they see its
Effects in nmy Favour throughout this Relation.-

CGeorge Webb, who had found a Friend that I ent himwherewith to
purchase his Tine of Keimer, now cane to offer hinself as a Journeynman
to us. We could not then inploy him but | foolishly let himknow, as a



Secret, that | soon intended to begin a Newspaper, & mght then have
Wrk for him- My Hopes of Success as | told himwere founded on this,
that the then only Newspaper, printed by Bradford was a paltry thing,

wr et chedly manag' d, no way entertaining; and yet was profitable to him -
| therefore thought a good Paper could scarcely fail of good

Encour agenment | requested Webb not to nention it, but he told it to

Kei mer, who immedi ately, to be beforehand with me, published Proposals
for Printing one hinself,- on which Wbb was to be enploy'd.- | resented
this, and to counteract them as | could not yet begin our Paper,

wrote several Pieces of Entertainment for Bradford s Paper, under the
Title of the Busy Body which Brientnal continu' d some Months. By this
means the Attention of the Publick was fix'd on that paper, & Keiners
Proposal s which we burlesqu'd & ridicul'd, were disregarded. He began
hi s Paper however, and after carrying it on three Quarters of a Year
with at nost only 90 Subscribers, he offer'd it to me for a Trifle, &
havi ng been ready sone tinme to go on with it, took it in hand directly
and it provid in a few Years extreamy profitable to ne. -

| perceive that | amapt to speak in the singular Nunber, though our
Partnership still continu' d. The Reason nmay be, that in fact the whole
Managenment of the Business |lay upon ne. Meredith was no Conpostor, a
poor Pressman, & seldom sober. My Friends | anented ny Connection with
him but | was to nmake the best of it.

Qur first Papers nade a quite different Appearance fromany before in
the Province, a better Type & better printed: but sone spirited Renmarks
*006 of ny Witing on the Dispute then going on between Governor Burnet
and the Massachusetts Assenbly, struck the principal People, occasion'd
the Paper & the Manager of it to be nmuch talk'd of, & in a few Weks
brought themall to be our Subscribers. Their Exanple was follow d by
many, and our Number went on growi ng continually.- This was one of the
first good Effects of ny having learnt a little to scribble.- Another
was, that the | eading Men, seeing a News Paper now in the hands of one
who could al so handl e a Pen, thought it convenient to oblige & encourage
me.- Bradford still printed the Votes & Laws & other Publick Business.
He had printed an Address of the House to the Governor in a coarse
bl undering manner; We reprinted it elegantly & correctly, and sent one
to every Menber. They were sensible of the Difference, it strengthen'd
the Hands of our Friends in the House, and they voted us their Printers
for the Year ensuing.

Among ny Friends in the House | must not forget M Hamilton before
menti oned, who was then returned fromEngland & had a Seat in it. He
interested hinself for ne strongly in that Instance, as he did in many

others afterwards, continuing his Patronage till his Death. *007 M
Vernon about this time put me in mnd of the Debt I owd him- but did
not press ne.- | wote himan ingenuous Letter of Acknow edgnents,

crav'd his Forbearance a little |longer which he allow d ne, & as soon as
| was able | paid the Principal with Interest & many Thanks.- So that
Erratum was in sone degree corrected. -

But now another Difficulty came upon nme, which I had never the | east
Reason to expect. M. Meredith's Father, who was to have paid for our
Printing House according to the Expectations given nme, was able to
advance only one Hundred Pounds, Currency, which had been paid, & a
Hundred nore was due to the Merchant; who grew inpatient & su'd us all.
W& gave Bail, but saw that if the Money could not be rais'd in tine, the



Suit must cone to a Judgnment & Execution, & our hopeful Prospects nust
with us be ruined, as the Press & Letters nust be sold for Paynent,
perhaps at half-Price.- In this Distress two true Friends whose Kindness
| have never forgotten nor ever shall forget while |I can remenber any
thing, cane to me separately unknown to each other, and w thout any
Application fromme, offering each of themto advance ne all the Money

t hat shoul d be necessary to enable ne to take the whol e Busi ness upon ny
self if that should be practicable, but they did not |ike ny continuing
the Partnership with Meredith, who as they said was often seen drunk in
the Streets, & playing at |ow Ganes in Al ehouses, nmuch to our Discredit.

These two Friends were WIIliam Coleman & Robert Grace. | told theml
could not propose a Separation while any Prospect remain'd of the
Merediths fulfilling their Part of our Agreenent. Because | thought ny

self under great Obligations to themfor what they had done & would do
if they could. But if they finally fail'd in their Perfornmance, & our
Partnership nust be dissolv'd, | should then think nyself at Liberty to
accept the Assistance of ny Friends. Thus the matter rested for sone
time. When | said to ny Partner, perhaps your Father is dissatisfied at
the Part you have undertaken in this Affair of ours, and is unwilling to
advance for you & me what he would for you alone: If that is the Case,
tell me, and I will resign the whole to you & go about ny Business. No-
says he, ny Father has really been disappointed and is really unable;
and I amunwilling to distress himfarther. | see this is a Business I
amnot fit for. | was bred a Farnmer, and it was a Folly in ne to cone to
Town & put ny self at 30 Years of Age an Apprentice to |learn a new
Trade. Many of our Wl sh People are going to settle in North Carolina
where Land is cheap: | aminclin"d to go with them & follow ny old

Enpl oynment. You may find Friends to assist you. If you will take the
Debts of the Conpany upon you, return to ny Father the hundred Pound he
has advanc'd, pay ny little personal Debts, and give nme Thirty Pounds &

a new Saddle, I will relinquish the Partnership & |l eave the whole in
your Hands. | agreed to this Proposal. It was drawn up in Witing,
sign'd & seal'd imedi ately. | gave hi mwhat he denmanded & he went soon

after to Carolina; fromwhence he sent me next Year two |long Letters,
cont ai ni ng the best Account that had been given of that Country, the
Cimate, Soil, Husbandry, &c. for in those Matters he was very
judicious. | printed themin the Papers, and they gave grate
Satisfaction to the Publick.

As soon as he was gone, | recurr'd to ny two Friends; and because
woul d not give an unkind Preference to either, I took half what each had
offered & I wanted, of one, & half of the other; paid off the Conpany
Debts, and went on with the Business in my own Nane, advertising that
the Partnership was dissolved. | think this was in or about the Year
1729. -

About this Tine there was a Cry anong the People for nore Paper-Noney,
only 15,000L being extant in the Province & that soon to be sunk. The
weal t hy I nhabitants oppos'd any Addition, being against all Paper
Currency, froman Apprehension that it would depreciate as it had done
in New England to the Prejudice of all Creditors.- W had discuss'd this
Point in our Junto, where | was on the Side of an Addition, being
persuaded that the first small Sumstruck in 1723 had done much good, by
i ncreasing the Trade Enpl oynent, & Nunmber of I|nhabitants in the
Province, since | now saw all the old Houses inhabited, & many new ones
buil di ng, where as | renenber'd well, that when | first wal k'd about the
Streets of Philadel phia, eating ny Roll, | saw nost of the Houses in



Wal nut street between Second & Front streets with Bills on their Doors,
to be let; and many |ikewi se in Chestnut Street, & other Streets; which
made ne then think the Inhabitants of the City were one after another
deserting it.- Qur Debates possess'd ne so fully of the Subject, that |
wrote and printed an anonynous Panphlet on it, entituled, The Nature &
Necessity of a Paper Currency. It was well receiv'd by the conmon
People in general; but the Rich Men dislik'd it; for it increas'd and
strengthen'd the C amour for nore Money; and they happening to have no
Witers anong themthat were able to answer it, their Opposition
slacken'd, & the Point was carried by a Majority in the House. My
Friends there, who conceiv'd | had been of some Service, thought fit to
reward ne, by enploying me in printing the Money, a very profitable
Jobb, and a great Help to nme.- This was anot her Advantage gain'd by ny
being able to wite. The Wility of this Currency becane by Tine and
Experience so evident, as never afterwards to be nuch di sputed, so that
it grew soon to 55,000L and in 1739 to 80,000L since which it arose
during War to upwards of 350,000L. Trade, Building & Inhabitants all the
whil e increasing. Tho' | nowthink there are Limts beyond which the
Quantity may be hurtful .-

| soon after obtain'd, thro' ny Friend Ham Iton, the Printing of the
Newcast | e Paper Money, another profitable Jobb, as | then thought it;
smal | Things appearing great to those in small G rcunstances. And these
to ne were really great Advantages, as they were great Encouragenents. -
He procured ne also the Printing of the Laws and Votes of that
Government which continu'd in ny Hands as long as | follow d the
Busi ness. -

I nowopen'd a little Stationer's Shop. | had in it Blanks of al
Sorts the correctest that ever appear'd anpbng us, being assisted in that
by my Friend Brientnal; | had al so Paper, Parchnent, Chapnen's Books,

&c. One Whitemash a Conpositor | had known in London, an excell ent
Wor kman now canme to nme & work'd with ne constantly & diligently, and
took an Apprentice the Son of Aquila Rose. | began now gradually to pay
off the Debt | was under for the Printing-House.- In order to secure ny
Credit and Character as a Tradesnen, | took care not only to be in
Reality Industrious & frugal, but to avoid all Appearances of the
Contrary. | drest plainly; I was seen at no Places of idle Diversion;
never went out a-fishing or shooting; a Book, indeed, sonetines
debauch'd me frommy Wrk; but that was sel dom snug, & gave no Scandal
and to show that | was not above ny Business, | sonetines brought hone
the Paper | purchas'd at the Stores, thro' the Streets on a Wheel barrow.
Thus being esteemd an industrious thriving young Man, and payi ng duly
for what | bought, the Merchants who inported Stationary solicited ny
Custom others propos'd supplying me with Books, & | went on
swimmngly.- In the mean tine Keinmer's Credit & Business declining
daily, he was at last forc'd to sell his Printing-house to satisfy his
Creditors. He went to Barbadoes, & there lived sone Years, in very poor
G rcunst ances.

H s Apprentice David Harry, whom| had instructed while I work'd with
him set up in his Place at Phil adel phia having bought his Materials. |
was at first apprehensive of a powerful Rival in Harry, as his Friends

were very able, & had a good deal of Interest. |I therefore propos'd a
Partnership to him which he, fortunately for ne, rejected with Scorn
He was very proud, dress'd like a Gentleman, liv'd expensively, took

much Di version & Pleasure abroad, ran in debt, & neglected his Business,



upon which all Business left hiny and finding nothing to do, he followd
Kei mer to Barbadoes; taking the Printinghouse with him There this
Apprentice enploy'd his former Master as a Journeynman. They quarrel'd
often. Harry went continually behind-hand, and at length was forc'd to
sell his Types, and return to his Country Wirk in Pensilvania. The
Person that bought them enploy'd Keimer to use them but in a few years
he died. There remain'd now no Conpetitor with me at Phil adel phia, but
the old one, Bradford, who was rich & easy, did a little Printing now &
then by straggling Hands, but was not very anxi ous about the Business.
However, as he kept the Post Ofice, it was inmagi ned he had better
Qopportunities of obtaining News, his Paper was thought a better
Distributer of Advertisements than mine, & therefore had nany nore,
which was a profitable thing to him& a D sadvantage to ne. For tho' |
did indeed receive & send Papers by the Post, yet the publick Opinion
was ot herw se; for what | did send was by Bribing the R ders who took
them privately: Bradford being unkind enough to forbid it: which
occasion'd some Resentnent on ny Part; and | thought so neanly of him
for it, that when | afterwards cane into his Situation, | took care
never to imtate it.

| had hitherto continu'd to board with Godfrey who lived in Part of ny
House with his Wfe & Children, & had one Side of the Shop for his
@ azier's Business, tho' he work'd little, being always absorb'd in his
Mat hematics.- Ms Godfrey projected a Match for me with a Relation's
Daught er, took Opportunities of bringing us often together, till a
serious Courtship on ny Part ensu'd the Grl being in herself very
deserving. The old Fol ks encourag'd ne by continual Invitations to
Supper, & by leaving us together, till at length it was tinme to explain.
Ms CGodfrey manag'd our little Treaty. | let her know that | expected as
much Money with their Daughter as woul d pay off mnmy Remnaining Debt for
the Printing-house, which | believe was not then above a Hundred Pounds.
She brought ne Wrd they had no such Sumto spare. | said they m ght
nortgage their House in the Loan Ofice.- The Answer to this after sone
Days was, that they did not approve the Match; that on Enquiry of
Bradford they had been informid the Printing Business was not a
profitable one, the Types woul d soon be worn out & nore wanted, that S.
Keimer & D. Harry had fail'd one after the other, and I shoul d probably
soon follow them and therefore | was forbidden the House, & the
Daught er shut up.- Wether this was a real Change of Sentinment, or only
Artifice, on a Supposition of our being too far engag'd in Affection to
retract, & therefore that we should steal a Marriage, which would | eave
themat Liberty to give or withhold what they pleas'd, | know not: But I
suspected the latter, resented it, and went no nore. Ms Codfrey brought
me afterwards some nore favourable Accounts of their Disposition, &
woul d have drawn nme on again: But | declared absolutely nmy Resolution to
have nothing nore to do with that Famly. This was resented by the
Codfreys, we differ'd, and they renoved, |eaving ne the whol e House, and
| resolved to take no nore Inmates. But this Affair having turn'd ny
Thoughts to Marriage, | look'd round ne, and nade Overtures of
Acquai ntance in other Places; but soon found that the Business of a
Printer being generally thought a poor one, | was not to expect Mboney
with a Wfe unless with such a one, as | should not otherw se think
agreable.- In the nmean tine, that hard-to-be-govern'd Passion of Youth,
had hurried nme frequently into Intrigues with | ow Wonen that fell in ny
Way, which were attended with some Expence & great |nconvenience,
besi des a continual Risque to ny Health by a D stenper which of all
Things | dreaded, tho' by great good Luck |I escaped it.-



A friendly Correspondence as Nei ghbours & old Acquai ntances, had
conti nued between me & Ms Read's Fanily who all had a Regard for ne
fromthe tine of nmy first Lodging in their House. | was often invited
there and consulted in their Affairs, wherein | sonmetinmes was of
Service.- | pity'd poor Mss Read's unfortunate Situation, who was
general |y dejected, seldom chearful, and avoi ded Conpany. | consider'd
ny G ddi ness & Inconstancy when in London as in a great degree the Cause
of her Unhappi ness; tho' the Mther was good enough to think the Fault
nore her own than mine, as she had prevented our Marrying before | went
thither, and persuaded the other Match in ny Absence. Qur nutua
Affection was revived, but there were now great bjections to our Union
That Match was i ndeed | ook'd upon as invalid, a preceding Wfe being
said to be living in England; but this could not easily be prov'd,
because of the Distance &. And tho' there was a Report of his Death, it
was not certain. Then, tho' it should be true, he had left many Debts
whi ch his Successor might be call'd upon to pay. W ventured however,
over all these Difficulties, and | took her to Wfe Sept. 1. 1730. None
of the Inconveni enci es happened that we had apprehended, she prov'd a
good & faithful Hel pmate, assisted ne nuch by attendi ng the Shop, we
t hrove together, and have ever mutually endeavour'd to nake each ot her
happy.- Thus | corrected that great Erratum as well as | could.

About this Tine our Club neeting, not at a Tavern, but in alittle
Room of M Grace's set apart for that Purpose; a Proposition was nade by
me, that since our Books were often referr'd to in our Disquisitions
upon the Queries, it mght be convenient to us to have themall together
where we net, that upon Cccasion they mght be consulted; and By thus
cl ubbi ng our Books to a common Library, we should, while we lik'd to
keep them toget her, have each of us the Advantage of using the Books of
all the other Menbers, which would be nearly as beneficial as if each
owned the whole. It was lik'd and agreed to, & we fill'd one End of the
Room wi th such Books as we coul d best spare. The Nunber was not so great
as we expected; and tho' they had been of great Use, yet sone
I nconveni enci es occurring for want of due Care of them the Collection
after about a Year was separated, & each took his Books hone agai n.

And now | set on foot my first Project of a public Nature, that for a
Subscription Library. |I drew up the Proposals, got them put into Form by
our great Scrivener Brockden, and by the help of ny Friends in the
Junto, procur'd Fifty Subscribers of 40s. each to begin with & 10s. a
Year for 50 Years, the Term our Conpany was to continue. W afterwards
obtain'd a Charter, the Conmpany being increas'd to 100. This was the
Mot her of all the N American Subscription Libraries now so numerous. It
is becone a great thing itself, & continually increasing.- These
Li braries have inprov'd the general Conversation of the Anericans, nade
the conmon Tradesnmen & Farmers as intelligent as nost Gentlenen from
ot her Countries, and perhaps have contributed in sone degree to the
Stand so generally made throughout the Colonies in Defence of their
Privil eges. -

Meno.
Thus far was witten with the Intention express'd in the Begi nning
and therefore contains several little famly Anecdotes of no Inportance

to others. VWat follows was witten many Years after in conpliance with
the Advice contain'd in these Letters, and accordingly intended for the
Publick. The Affairs of the Revolution occasion'd the Interruption



Part Two

Letter fromM. Abel Janes, with Notes on ny Life,
( received in Paris. )

My dear & honored Friend

I have often been desirous of witing to thee, but could not be
reconciled to the Thought that the Letter might fall into the Hands of
the British, lest some Printer or busy Body should publish sone Part of
the Contents & give our Friends Pain & nyself Censure.

Some Tinme since there fell into ny Hands to nmy great Joy about 23
Sheets in thy own hand-witing containing an Account of the Parentage &
Life of thyself, directed to thy Son ending in the Year 1730 with which
there were Notes likewise in thy witing, a Copy of which I inclose in
Hopes it may be a neans if thou continuedst it up to a later period,
that the first & latter part may be put together; & if it is not yet
continued, I hope thou wilt not delay it, Life is uncertain as the
Preacher tells us, and what will the Wrld say if kind, humane &
benevol ent Ben Franklin should | eave his Friends & the Wrld deprived of
so pleasing & profitable a Wrk, a Wrk which would be useful &
entertaining not only to a few, but to mllions.

The Influence Witings under that C ass have on the Mnds of Youth is
very great, and has no where appeared so plain as in our public Friends
Journals. It alnost insensibly |leads the Youth into the Resol ution of
endeavouring to becone as good and as emi nent as the Journalist. Should
thine for Instance when published, and I think it could not fail of it,
| ead the Youth to equal the Industry & Tenperance of thy early Youth,
what a Blessing with that dass would such a Work be. | know of no
Character living nor many of them put together, who has so nuch in his
Power as Thyself to pronote a greater Spirit of Industry & early
Attention to Business, Frugality and Tenperance with the American Yout h.
Not that | think the Wrk woul d have no other Merit & Use in the Wrld,
far fromit, but the first is of such vast I|nportance, that | know
not hi ng that can equal it.

The foregoing letter and the m nutes acconmpanying it being shewn to a
friend, I received fromhimthe foll ow ng:

LETTER FROM MR. BENJAM N VAUGHAN.
Pari s, January 31, 1783.

MY DEAREST SI R

VWhen | had read over your sheets of mnutes of the principal incidents
of your life, recovered for you by your Quaker acquaintance; | told you
I would send you a letter expressing ny reasons why | thought it would
be useful to conplete and publish it as he desired. Various concerns
have for some time past prevented this letter being witten, and | do
not know whether it was worth any expectation: happening to be at
| ei sure however at present, | shall by witing at |east interest and
instruct nyself; but as the terns | aminclined to use may tend to
of fend a person of your manners, | shall only tell you how | would



address any other person, who was as good and as great as yourself, but
less diffident. I would say to him Sir, I solicit the history of your
life fromthe follow ng notives.

Your history is so remarkable, that if you do not give it, sonebody
else will certainly give it; and perhaps so as nearly to do as much
harm as your own nmanagenent of the thing m ght do good.

It will noreover present a table of the internal circunstances of your
country, which will very nuch tend to invite to it settlers of virtuous
and manly m nds. And considering the eagerness with which such
information is sought by them and the extent of your reputation, | do
not know of a nore efficacious advertisenment than your Bi ography woul d
gi ve.

Al that has happened to you is also connected with the detail of the
manners and situation of a rising people; and in this respect | do not
think that the witings of Caesar and Tacitus can be nore interesting to
a true judge of human nature and society.

But these, Sir, are small reasons in my opinion, conpared with the
chance which your life will give for the form ng of future great nmen;
and in conjunction with your Art of Virtue, (which you design to
publish) of inproving the features of private character, and
consequently of aiding all happi ness both public and donestic.

The two works | allude to, Sir, will in particular give a noble rule
and exanpl e of self-education. School and other education constantly
proceed upon fal se principles, and shew a clunsy apparatus pointed at a
fal se mark; but your apparatus is sinple, and the nark a true one; and
whi |l e parents and young persons are |left destitute of other just neans
of estimating and becom ng prepared for a reasonable course in life,
your discovery that the thing is in many a man's private power, wll be
i nval uabl e!

I nfl uence upon the private character late in life, is not only an
influence late in life, but a weak influence. It is in youth that we
pl ant our chief habits and prejudices; it is in youth that we take our
party as to profession, pursuits, and matrinmony. In youth therefore the
turn is given; in youth the education even of the next generation is
given; in youth the private and public character is determ ned; and the
termof life extending but fromyouth to age, |ife ought to begin well
fromyouth; and nore especially before we take our party as to our
princi pal objects.

But your Biography will not nerely teach self-education, but the
education of a wise man; and the wisest man will receive lights and
i nprove his progress, by seeing detailed the conduct of another wise
man. And why are weaker nmen to be deprived of such hel ps, when we see
our race has been blundering on in the dark, alnost without a guide in
this particular, fromthe farthest trace of time. Shew then, Sir, how
much is to be done, both to sons and fathers; and invite all w se nen
to become |ike yourself; and other nen to becone w se.

VWen we see how cruel statesnen and warriors can be to the hunble
race, and how absurd distingui shed men can be to their acquaintance, it
will be instructive to observe the instances nmultiply of pacific



acqui escing manners; and to find how conpatible it is to be great and
donmestic; enviable and yet good-hunoured.

The little private incidents which you will also have to relate, wll
have consi derabl e use, as we want above all things, rules of prudence
in ordinary affairs; and it will be curious to see how you have acted
inthese. It will be so far a sort of key to life, and explain many
things that all nen ought to have once explained to them to give thema
chance of becom ng wise by foresight.

The nearest thing to having experience of one's own, is to have other
people's affairs brought before us in a shape that is interesting; this
is sure to happen fromyour pen. Your affairs and managenent wll have
an air of sinplicity or inportance that will not fail to strike; and
am convi nced you have conducted themw th as nmuch originality as if you
had been conducting discussions in politics or philosophy; and what nore
wort hy of experinents and system (its inportance and its errors
consi dered) than human lifel

Some men have been virtuous blindly, others have specul ated
fantastically, and others have been shrewd to bad purposes; but you,
Sir, | amsure, will give under your hand, nothing but what is at the
same noment, w se, practical, and good.

Your account of yourself (for | suppose the parallel |I amdraw ng for
Dr. Franklin, will hold not only in point of character but of private
history), will shew that you are ashamed of no origin; a thing the nore
i nportant, as you prove how little necessary all origin is to happiness,
virtue, or greatness.

As no end |ikew se happens w thout a neans, so we shall find, Sir,
that even you yourself framed a plan by which you becane consi derabl e;
but at the sane tine we may see that though the event is flattering, the
means are as sinple as wi sdom could nake them that is dependi ng upon
nature, virtue, thought, and habit.

Anot her thing denonstrated will be the propriety of every man's
waiting for his tine for appearing upon the stage of the world. Qur
sensations being very nmuch fixed to the nonent, we are apt to forget
that nore noments are to follow the first, and consequently that man
shoul d arrange his conduct so as to suit the whole of alife. Your
attribution appears to have been applied to your life, and the passing
monents of it have been enlivened with content and enjoynent, instead of
being tormented with foolish inpatience or regrets. Such a conduct is
easy for those who make virtue and thensel ves their standard, and who
try to keep thensel ves in countenance by exanples of other truly great
men, of whom patience is so often the characteristic.

Your Quaker correspondent, Sir, (for here again | wll suppose the
subject of ny letter resenbling Dr. Franklin,) praised your frugality,
di i gence, and tenperance, which he considered as a pattern for al
youth: but it is singular that he should have forgotten your nodesty,
and your disinterestedness, w thout which you never could have waited
for your advancenent, or found your situation in the nean tine
confortable; which is a strong | esson to shew the poverty of glory, and
the i nmportance of regulating our m nds.



If this correspondent had known the nature of your reputation as well
as | do, he would have said; your former witings and neasures woul d
secure attention to your Biography, and Art of Virtue; and your
Bi ography and Art of Virtue, in return, would secure attention to them
This is an advantage attendant upon a various character, and which
brings all that belongs to it into greater play; and it is the nore
useful, as perhaps nore persons are at a loss for the neans of
i mproving their mnds and characters, than they are for the tine or the
inclination to do it.

But there is one concluding reflection, Sir, that will shew the use of
your life as a mere piece of biography. This style of witing seens a
little gone out of vogue, and yet it is a very useful one; and your
specimen of it may be particularly serviceable, as it will make a
subj ect of conparison with the lives of various public cut-throats and
intriguers, and with absurd nonastic self-tormentors, or vain literary
triflers. If it encourages nore witings of the sane kind with your own,
and induces nore nen to spend lives fit to be witten; it will be worth
all Plutarch's Lives put together

But being tired of figuring to nyself a character of which every
feature suits only one man in the world, wthout giving himthe praise
of it; | shall end ny letter, ny dear Dr. Franklin, with a personal
application to your proper self.

| amearnestly desirous then, ny dear Sir, that you should let the
world into the traits of your genuine character, as civil broils may
otherwi se tend to disguise or traduce it. Considering your great age,
the caution of your character, and your peculiar style of thinking, it
is not likely that any one besides yourself can be sufficiently master
of the facts of your life, or the intentions of your mnd

Besides all this, the inmense revolution of the present period, wll
necessarily turn our attention towards the author of it; and when
virtuous principles have been pretended in it, it will be highly
i nportant to shew that such have really influenced; and, as your own
character will be the principal one to receive a scrutiny, it is proper
(even for its effects upon your vast and rising country, as well as upon
Engl and and upon Europe), that it should stand respectable and eternal
For the furtherance of human happi ness, | have always naintained that it
is necessary to prove that man is not even at present a vicious and
detestable animal; and still nore to prove that good nanagenent nmay
greatly anend him and it is for nuch the same reason, that | am anxi ous
to see the opinion established, that there are fair characters existing
anong the individuals of the race; for the nonent that all nen, without
exception, shall be conceived abandoned, good people will cease efforts
deened to be hopel ess, and perhaps think of taking their share in the
scranble of life, or at least of making it confortable principally for
t hensel ves.

Take then, ny dear Sir, this work nost speedily into hand: shew
yoursel f good as you are good, tenperate as you are tenperate; and above
all things, prove yourself as one who fromyour infancy have | oved
justice, liberty, and concord, in a way that has nade it natural and
consi stent for you to have acted, as we have seen you act in the | ast
seventeen years of your life. Let Englishnmen be nmade not only to
respect, but even to | ove you. Wen they think well of individuals in



your native country, they will go nearer to thinking well of your
country; and when your countrynen see thensel ves well thought of by
Englishnen, they will go nearer to thinking well of England. Extend your
views even further; do not stop at those who speak the English tongue,
but after having settled so nmany points in nature and politics, think of
bettering the whol e race of nen.

As | have not read any part of the life in question, but know only the

character that lived it, | wite sonewhat at hazard. | am sure however
that the Iife, and the treatise | allude to (on the Art of Virtue ),
will necessarily fulfil the chief of ny expectations; and still nore so

if you take up the nmeasure of suiting these performances to the severa
vi ews above stated. Should they even prove unsuccessful in all that a
sangui ne adm rer of yours hopes fromthem you will at |east have franed
pi eces to interest the human m nd; and whoever gives a feeling of

pl easure that is innocent to man, has added so nuch to the fair side of
alife otherwise too much darkened by anxiety, and too much injured by
pai n.

In the hope therefore that you will listen to the prayer addressed to
you in this letter, | beg to subscribe nyself, ny dearest Sir, &c. &c.
Si gned

BENJ. VAUGHAN

Conti nuati on of the Account of ny Life.
Begun at Passy 1784.

It is sone tine since | receiv'd the above Letters, but | have been
too busy till now to think of conplying with the Request they contain.
It might too be nuch better done if | were at home anong ny Papers,
which would aid ny Menory, & help to ascertain Dates. But ny Return
bei ng uncertain, and having just now a little Leisure, | wll endeavour
to recollect & wite what | can; If | live to get honme, it may there be
corrected and i nprov'd.

Not havi ng any Copy here of what is already witten, | know not
whet her an Account is given of the means | used to establish the
Phi | adel phia publick Library, which froma small Beginning is now becone
so consi derable, though I remenber to have cone down to near the Tinme of
that Transaction, 1730. | will therefore begin here, with an Account of
it, which may be struck out if found to have been already given. -

At the time | establish'd ny self in Pensylvania, there was not a good
Booksel l er's Shop in any of the Colonies to the Southward of Boston. In
New- York & Phil adel phia the Printers were indeed Stationers, they sold
only Paper, &c. Al manacks, Ball ads, and a few comobn School Books. Those
who | ov'd Reading were oblig'd to send for their Books from Engl and. -
The Menbers of the Junto had each a few W had |left the Al ehouse where
we first met, and hired a Roomto hold our Club in. | propos'd that we
should all of us bring our Books to that Room where they would not only
be ready to consult in our Conferences, but beconme a common Benefit,
each of us being at Liberty to borrow such as he wish'd to read at hone.
This was accordi ngly done, and for sone time contented us. Finding the
Advantage of this little Collection, | propos'd to render the Benefit
from Books nore common by commenci ng a Public Subscription Library. |
drew a Sketch of the Plan and Rules that would be necessary, and got a



skil ful Conveyancer M Charles Brockden to put the whole in Form of
Articles of Agreement to be subscribed, by which each Subscriber engag' d
to pay a certain Sumdown for the first Purchase of Books and an annua
Contribution for encreasing them- So few were the Readers at that tine
i n Phil adel phia, and the Majority of us so poor, that I was not able
with great Industry to find nore than Fifty Persons, nostly young
Tradesnen, willing to pay down for this purpose Forty shillings each, &
Ten Shillings per Annum On this little Fund we began. The Books were

i nported. The Library was open one Day in the Wek for lending themto

t he Subscribers, on their Promi sory Notes to pay Double the Value if not
duly returned. The Institution soon manifested its Uility, was imtated
by ot her Towns and in other Provinces, the Librarys were augnented by
Donat i ons, Readi ng becane fashi onabl e, and our People having no publick
Amusenents to divert their Attention from Study becane better acquainted
wi th Books, and in a few Years were observ'd by Strangers to be better
instructed & nore intelligent than People of the same Rank generally are
in other Countries.-

VWhen we were about to sign the above-nentioned Articles, which were to
be binding on us, our Heirs, & for fifty Years, M Brockden, the
Scrivener, said to us, "You are young Men, but it is scarce probable
that any of you will live to see the Expiration of the Termfix'd in
this Instrunent.” A Nunber of us, however, are yet living: But the
Instrument was after a few Years rendred null by a Charter that
i ncorporated & gave Perpetuity to the Conpany. -

The Objections, & Reluctances | net with in Soliciting the
Subscri pti ons, nmade ne soon feel the Inpropriety of presenting one's
self as the Proposer of any useful Project that m ght be suppos'd to
rai se one's Reputation in the small est degree above that of one's
Nei ghbours, when one has need of their Assistance to acconplish that
Project. | therefore put ny self as nuch as | could out of sight, and
stated it as a Schene of a Nunber of Friends, who had requested ne to
go about and propose it to such as they thought Lovers of Reading. In
this way ny Affair went on nore snmoothly, and | ever after practis'd it
on such Cccasions; and fromny frequent Successes, can heartily
recommend it. The present little Sacrifice of your Vanity wll
afterwards be anply repaid. If it remains a while uncertain to whomthe
Merit bel ongs, some one nore vain than yourself will be encourag'd to
claimit, and then even Envy will be dispos'd to do you Justice, by
pl ucki ng those assum d Feathers, & restoring themto their right Oaner.

This Library afforded ne the Means of |nprovenent by constant Study,
for which | set apart an Hour or two each Day; and thus repair'd in sone
Degree the Loss of the Learned Education ny Father once intended for ne.

Readi ng was the only Amusenent | allowd ny self. | spent no tinme in
Taverns, Ganes, or Frolicks of any kind. And ny Industry in nmy Business
continu'd as indefatigable as it was necessary. | was in debt for ny
Printing-house, | had a young Famly comng on to be educated, and | had

to contend with for Business two Printers who were establish'd in the
Pl ace before nme. My G rcunstances however grew daily easier: ny origina
Habits of Frugality continuing. And My Father having anong his
Instructions to ne when a Boy, frequently repeated a Proverb of Sol onon
"Seest thou a Man diligent in his Calling, he shall stand before Kings,
he shall not stand before nean Men." | fromthence consider'd Industry
as a Means of obtaining Walth and Distinction, which encourag'd ne;
tho' | did not think that | should ever literally stand before Kings,



whi ch however has since happened.- for |I have stood before five, & even
had t he honour of sitting down with one, the King of Denmark, to D nner

W& have an English Proverb that says,

He that would thrive
Must ask his Wfe;

it was lucky for me that | had one as much dispos'd to Industry &
Frugality as ny self. She assisted nme chearfully in ny Business, folding
& stitching Panphl ets, tending Shop, purchasing old Linen Rags for the
Paper - makers, & &c. W kept no idle Servants, our Table was plain &
sinmple, our Furniture of the cheapest. For instance ny Breakfast was a
long tine Bread & Ml k (no Tea,) and | ate it out of a twopenny earthen
Porringer with a Pewter Spoon. But mark how Luxury will enter Families,
and nake a Progress, in Spite of Principle. Being Call'd one Morning to
Breakfast, | found it in a China Bow with a Spoon of Silver. They had
been bought for me w thout nmy Know edge by ny Wfe, and had cost her the
enornous Sum of three and twenty Shillings, for which she had no ot her
Excuse or Apology to make, but that she thought her Husband deserv'd a
Silver Spoon & China Bow as well as any of his Neighbours. This was the
first Appearance of Plate & China in our House, which afterwards in a
Course of Years as our Wealth encreas'd, augnented gradually to severa
Hundr ed Pounds in Val ue.

I had been religiously educated as a Presbyterian; and tho' sone of
t he Dogmas of that Persuasion, such as the Eternal Decrees of Cod,
El ecti on, Reprobation, &c. appear'd to ne unintelligible, others
doubtful, & | early absented nyself fromthe Public Assenblies of the
Sect, Sunday being ny Studying-Day, | never was without sone religious
Principles; | never doubted, for instance, the Exi stance of the Deity,
that he made the Wrld, & govern'd it by his Providence; that the nost
acceptabl e Service of God was the doing Good to Man; that our Souls are
imortal; and that all Crinme will be punished & Virtue rewarded either
here or hereafter; these | esteemid the Essentials of every Religion
and being to be found in all the Religions we had in our Country I
respected themall, tho with different degrees of Respect as | found
themnore or less mx'd with other Articles which without any Tendency
to inspire, pronote or confirmMorality, serv'd principally to divide us
& make us unfriendly to one another.- This Respect to all, with an
pi nion that the worst had sone good Effects, induc'd ne to avoid al
Di scourse that mght tend to | essen the good pinion anot her m ght have
of his own Religion; and as our Province increas'd in People and new
Pl aces of worship were continually wanted, & generally erected by
vol untary Contribution, ny Mte for such purpose, whatever mght be the
Sect, was never refused.-

Tho' | seldom attended any Public Wirship, | had still an Opinion of
its Propriety, and of its Uility when rightly conducted, and
regul arly paid ny annual Subscription for the Support of the only
Presbyterian Mnister or Meeting we had in Philadelphia. He us'd to
visit me sonetinmes as a Friend, and adnonish ne to attend his
Admi ni strations, and | was now and then prevail'd on to do so, once for
five Sundays successively. Had he been, in ny Opinion, a good Preacher
perhaps | m ght have continued, notw thstanding the occasion | had for
the Sunday's Leisure in ny Course of Study: But his Discourses were
chiefly either polemc Argunents, or Explications of the peculiar



Doctrines of our Sect, and were all to ne very dry, uninteresting and
unedi fying, since not a single noral Principle was inculcated or
enforc'd, their Almseenmng to be rather to make us Presbyterians than
good Citizens. At length he took for his Text that Verse of the 4th
Chapter of Philippians, Finally, Brethren, \Watsoever Things are true,
honest, just, pure, lovely, or of good report, if there be any virtue,
or any praise, think on these Things; & | imagin'd in a Sernmon on such
a Text, we could not m ss of having sone Mrality: But he confin'd
hinself to five Points only as neant by the Apostle, viz. 1. Keeping
holy the Sabbath Day. 2. Being diligent in Reading the Holy Scri ptures.
3. Attending duly the Publick Wrship. 4. Partaking of the Sacranent. 5.
Payi ng a due Respect to God's Mnisters.- These m ght be all good

Thi ngs, but as they were not the kind of good Things that | expected
fromthat Text, | despaired of ever neeting with themfrom any ot her

was di sgusted, and attended his Preaching no nore.- | had sone Years
before conmpos'd a little Liturgy or Formof Prayer for my own private
Use, viz, in 1728 entitled, Articles of Belief & Acts of Religion. |
return"d to the Use of this, and went no nore to the public Assenblies.-
My Conduct m ght be bl aneable, but | leave it without attenpting farther
to excuse it, ny present purpose being to relate Facts, and not to make
Apol ogi es for them -

It was about this tinme that | conceiv'd the bold and arduous Project
of arriving at noral Perfection. | wish'd to live without committing any
Fault at any tine; | would conquer all that either Natural Inclination
Custom or Company might lead ne into; As | knew, or thought | knew,
what was right and wong, | did not see why I mght not always do the
one and avoid the other. But | soon found I had undertaken a Task of
more Difficulty than | had inagined: Wiile ny Care was enploy'd in

guardi ng against one Fault, | was often surpriz'd by another. Habit took
t he Advantage of Inattention. Inclination was sonetimes too strong for
Reason. | concluded at length, that the nmere specul ati ve Conviction that

it was our Interest to be conpleatly virtuous, was not sufficient to
prevent our Slipping, and that the contrary Habits must be broken and
good Ones acquired and established, before we can have any Dependance on
a steady uni form Rectitude of Conduct. For this purpose | therefore
contriv'd the foll owi ng Method. -

In the various Enunerations of the noral Virtues | had net with in ny
Readi ng, | found the Catal ogue nore or |ess nunerous, as different
Witers included nore or fewer |Ideas under the same Nane. Tenperance,
for Example, was by sone confin'd to Eating & Drinking, while by others
it was extended to nmean the noderating every other Pleasure, Appetite,
Inclination or Passion, bodily or nental, even to our Avarice &

Ambition. | propos'd to nyself, for the sake of C earness, to use rather
nore Nanes with fewer lIdeas annex'd to each, than a few Nanes with nore
I deas; and | included under Thirteen Nanes of Virtues all that at that

time occurr'd to me as necessary or desirable, and annex'd to each a
short Precept, which fully express'd the Extent | gave to its Meaning. -

These Nanes of Virtues with their Precepts were
1. TEMPERANCE

Eat not to Dul ness

Drink not to Elevation

2. SI LENCE



Speak not but what may benefit others or your self. Avoid trifling
Conver sati on.

3. ORDER

Let all your Things have their Places. Let each Part of your Business
have its Tine.

4. RESOLUTI ON.

Resol ve to performwhat you ought. Performw thout fail what you
resol ve.

5. FRUGALI TY.

Make no Expence but to do good to others or yourself: i.e. Waste
not hi ng.
6. | NDUSTRY.
Lose no Tine.- Be always enploy'd in sonething useful.- Cut off al

unnecessary Actions. -

7. SINCERITY.
Use no hurtful Deceit.
Thi nk innocently and justly; and, if you speak; speak accordingly.

8. JUSTI CE

Wong none, by doing Injuries or omtting the Benefits that are your
Duty.

9. MODERATI ON.
Avoi d Extreans. Forbear resenting Injuries so much as you think they
deserve.

10. CLEANLI NESS.
Tol erate no Uncl eanness in Body, C oaths or Habitation.-

11. TRANQUI LITY.

Be not disturbed at Trifles, or at Accidents conmon or unavoi dabl e.

12. CHASTITY.
Rarely use Venery but for Health or Ofspring; Never to Dul ness,
Weakness, or the Injury of your own or another's Peace or Reputation.-

13. HUM LI TY.
Imtate Jesus and Socr at es. -

My intention being to acquire the Habitude of all these Virtues, |
judg'd it would be well not to distract nmy Attention by attenpting the
whol e at once, but to fix it on one of themat a tinme, and when | shoul d

be Master of that, then to proceed to another, and so on till | should
have gone thro' the thirteen. And as the previous Acquisition of sone
mght facilitate the Acquisition of certain others, | arrang'd themwth

that View as they stand above. Tenperance first, as it tends to
procure that Cool ness & C earness of Head, which is so necessary where
constant Vigilance was to be kept up, and Guard naintai ned, against the
unremtting Attraction of ancient Habits, and the Force of perpetua
Tenptations. This being acquir'd & establish'd, Silence would be nore
easy, and ny Desire being to gain Know edge at the sane tine that I
improv'd in Virtue, and considering that in Conversation it was obtain'd



rather by the Use of the Ears than of the Tongue, & therefore wi shing to
break a Habit | was getting into of Prattling, Punning & Joking, which
only made nme acceptable to trifling Conpany, | gave Silence the second
Place. This, and the next, Oder, | expected would allow ne nore Tine
for attending to ny Project and ny Studies; RESOLUTI ON once becone

habi tual , would keep me firmin nmy Endeavours to obtain all the
subsequent Virtues; Frugality & Industry, by freeing me fromny
remai ni ng Debt, & producing Affluence & | ndependence woul d nake nore
easy the Practice of Sincerity and Justice, &c. &c. Conceiving then
that agreeable to the Advice of Pythagoras in his Golden Verses, *008
dai ly Exam nati on woul d be necessary, | contriv'd the foll ow ng

Met hod for conducting that Exam nation.

| made a little Book in which | allotted a Page for each of the

Virtues. | rul'd each Page with red Ink so as to have seven Col utms, one
for each Day of the Wek, marking each Colum with a Letter for the Day.
| cross'd these Columms with thirteen red Lines, marking the Begi nning
of each Line with the first Letter of one of the Virtues, on which Line
& inits proper Colum | mght mark by a little black Spot every Fault |
found upon Exami nation, to have been comm tted respecting that Virtue
upon that Day.

| determined to give a Wek's strict Attention to each of the Virtues
successively. Thus in the first Wek ny great Guard was to avoid every
the | east O fence agai nst Tenperance, |eaving the other Virtues to their
ordi nary Chance, only nmarking every Evening the Faults of the Day. Thus
if inthe first Week | could keep nmy first Line marked T clear of Spots,
| suppos'd the Habit of that Virtue so nuch strengthen'd and its
opposite weaken'd, that I mght venture extending ny Attention to
i ncl ude the next, and for the follow ng Wek keep both Lines clear of
Spots. Proceeding thus to the last, | could go thro' a Course conpl eat
in Thirteen Weks, and four Courses in a Year.- And |ike himwho having
a Garden to weed, does not attenpt to eradicate all the bad Herbs at
once, which would exceed his Reach and his Strength, but works on one of
the Beds at a tine, & having acconplished the first proceeds to a
second; so | should have, (1 hoped) the encouragi ng Pl easure of seeing
on ny Pages the Progress | made in Virtue, by clearing successively ny
Lines of their Spots, till in the End by a Nunmber of Courses, | should
be happy in viewing a clean Book after a thirteen Weks daily
Exami nati on.

This nmy little Book had for its Mbtto these Lines from Addison's
Cat o;

Here will | hold: If there is a Powr above us,
(And that there is, all Nature cries aloud
Thro' all her Wbrks) he nust delight in Virtue,
And that which he delights in nmust be happy.

Anot her from Cicero
O Vitae Phil osophia Dux! O Virtutumindagatrix, expultrixque
vitiorum Unus dies bene, & ex preceptis tuis actus, peccanti

imortalitatati est anteponendus.

Anot her fromthe Proverbs of Sol onon speaking of Wsdomor Virtue;



Length of Days is in her right hand, and in her Left Hand R ches and
Honours; Her Ways are Ways of Pl easantness, and all her Paths are Peace.
I, 16, 17.

And conceiving God to be the Fountain of Wsdom | thought it right
and necessary to solicit his Assistance for obtaining it; to this End |
formd the following little Prayer, which was prefix'd to ny Tabl es of
Exam nation; for daily Use.

O Power ful Goodness! bountiful Father! nerciful Guide! Increase in ne
t hat W sdom whi ch di scovers ny truest Interests; Strengthen ny
Resol utions to performwhat that Wsdomdictates. Accept ny kind Ofices
to thy other Children, as the only Return in ny Power for thy continual
Favours to ne.

| us'd also sonetines a little Prayer which | took from Thonson's
Poens. viz

Fat her of Light and Life, thou Good suprene,

O teach nme what is good, teach nme thy sel f!
Save me from Folly, Vanity and Vice,

Fromevery |l ow Pursuit, and fill ny Soul

Wth Know edge, conscious Peace, & Virtue pure,
Sacred, substantial, neverfading Bliss!

The Precept of Oder requiring that every Part of ny Business
shoul d have its allotted Tine, one Page in ny little Book contain'd the
foll owi ng Schene of Enploynment for the Twenty-four Hours of a natural
Day,

| enter'd upon the Execution of this Plan for Self Exam nation, and
continu'd it with occasional Interm ssions for sone tine. | was
surpriz'd to find nyself so much fuller of Faults than | had inmagi ned,
but I had the Satisfaction of seeing themdimnish. To avoid the Troubl e
of renewing now & then ny little Book, which by scraping out the Marks
on the Paper of old Faults to nake roomfor new Ones in a new Course,
became full of Holes: | transferr'd ny Tables & Precepts to the lvory
Leaves of a Menorandum Book, on which the Lines were drawn with red Ink
that made a durable Stain, and on those Lines | mark'd ny Faults with a

bl ack Lead Pencil, which Marks | could easily wi pe out with a wet
Sponge. After a while I went thro' one Course only in a Year, and
afterwards only one in several Years; till at length | omtted them

entirely, being enploy'd in Voyages & Business abroad with a
Multiplicity of Affairs, that interfered. But | always carried ny little
Book with ne. My Schenme of ORDER, gave ne the nobst Trouble, and I found,
that tho it mght be practicable where a Man's Busi ness was such as to
| eave himthe Disposition of his Tinme, that of a Journey-nman Printer for
instance, it was not possible to be exactly observ'd by a Master, who
must mx with the Wrld, and often receive People of Business at their

own Hours.- Oder too, with regard to Places for Things, Papers, &c. |
found extreamy difficult to acquire. | had not been early accustoned to
it, & having an exceedi ng good Menory, | was not so sensible of the

I nconveni ence attendi ng Want of Method. This Article therefore cost ne
so nuch painful Attention & nmy Faults in it vex'd ne so nuch, and | nade
so little Progress in Amendnent, & had such frequent Rel apses, that |
was al nost ready to give up the Attenpt, and content nmy self with a
faulty Character in that respect. Like the Man who in buying an Ax of a



Smith nmy Neighbour, desired to have the whole of its Surface as bright
as the Edge; the Smith consented to grind it bright for himif he would
turn the Wieel. He turn'd while the Smith press'd the broad Face of the
Ax hard & heavily on the Stone, which nmade the Turning of it very
fatiguing. The Man canme every now & then fromthe Wheel to see how the
Work went on; and at length would take his Ax as it was w thout farther
Ginding. No, says the Smith, Turn on, turn on; we shall have it bright
by and by; as yet 'tis only speckled. Yes, says the Man; but- | think I
like a speckled Ax best. - And | believe this may have been the Case
wi th many who having for want of some such Means as | enploy'd found the
Difficulty of obtaining good, & breaking bad Habits, in other Points of
Vice & Virtue, have given up the Struggle, & concluded that a speckled
Ax was best. For sonething that pretended to be Reason was every now
and then suggesting to nme, that such extream Nicety as | exacted of ny
self mght be a kind of Foppery in Mrals, which if it were known woul d
make ne ridicul ous; that a perfect Character mght be attended with the
I nconveni ence of being envied and hated; and that a benevol ent Man
should allow a few Faults in hinself, to keep his Friends in
Countenance. In Truth I found nyself incorrigible with respect to

Order; and now !l amgrown old, and ny Menory bad, | feel very sensibly
the want of it. But on the whole, tho | never arrived at the Perfection
| had been so anbitious of obtaining, but fell far short of it, yet |
was by the Endeavour nade a better and a happier Man than | otherw se
shoul d have been, if | had not attenpted it; As those who aimat perfect
Witing by imtating the engraved Copies, tho' they never reach the
wi sh'd for Excellence of those Copies, their Hand is nmended by the
Endeavour, and is tolerable while it continues fair & legible.-

And it may be well nmy Posterity should be inforned, that to this
little Artifice, with the Bl essing of God, their Ancestor ow d the
constant Felicity of his Life down to his 79th Year in which this is
witten. Wiat Reverses may attend the Remminder is in the Hand of
Providence: But if they arrive the Reflection on past Happi ness enjoy'd
ought to help his Bearing themw th nore Resignation. To Tenperance he
ascribes his long-continu' d Health, & what is still left to himof a
good Constitution. To Industry and Frugality the early Easiness of
his G rcunmstances, & Acquisition of his Fortune, with all that Know edge
whi ch enabled himto be an useful Citizen, and obtain'd for himsone
Degree of Reputation anong the Learned. To Sincerity & Justice the
Confidence of his Country, and the honourable Enploys it conferr'd upon
him And to the joint Influence of the whole Mass of the Virtues, even
intheir inperfect State he was able to acquire them all that Evenness
of Tenper, & that Chearful ness in Conversation which makes his Company
still sought for, & agreable even to his younger Acquai ntance. | hope
therefore that some of ny Descendants may foll ow the Exanple & reap the
Benefit. -

It will be remark’'d that, tho' ny Schenme was not wholly w thout
Religion there was in it no Mark of any of the distinguishing Tenets of
any particular Sect.- | had purposely avoided them for being fully
persuaded of the Uility and Excellency of ny Method, and that it m ght
be serviceable to People in all Religions, and intending sone tinme or
other to publish it, I would not have any thing in it that should
prejudi ce any one of any Sect against it.- | purposed witing a little
Comment on each Virtue, in which | would have shown the Advant ages of
possessing it, & the Mschiefs attending its opposite Vice; and | should
have called ny Book the ART of Virtue, because it would have shown the



Means & Manner of obtaining Virtue; which would have distinguish d it
fromthe nere Exhortation to be good, that does not instruct & indicate
the Means; but is like the Apostle's Man of verbal Charity, who only,
wi t hout showing to the Naked & the Hungry how or where they m ght get
Cloaths or Victuals, exhorted themto be fed & clothed. Janes 11, 15,
16. -

But it so happened that my Intention of witing & publishing this
Comment was never fulfilled. | did indeed, fromtinme to time put down
short Hi nts of the Sentinents, Reasonings, &. to be nade use of init;
some of which I have still by nme: But the necessary close Attention to
private Business in the earlier part of Life, and public Business since,
have occasi oned nmy postponing it. For it being connected in ny mind with
a great and extensive Project that required the whole Man to execute,
and whi ch an unforeseen Succession of Enploys prevented ny attending to,
it has hitherto remain'd unfinish'd.-

In this Piece it was ny Design to explain and enforce this Doctrine,
that vicious Actions are not hurtful because they are forbidden, but
forbi dden because they are hurtful, the Nature of Man al one consi der’ d:
That it was therefore every ones Interest to be virtuous, who wish'd to
be happy even in this Wrld. And I should fromthis Circunstance, there
being always in the Wirld a Nunmber of rich Merchants, Nobility, States
and Princes, who have need of honest Instrunents for the Managenent of
their Affairs, and such being so rare, have endeavoured to convince
young Persons, that no Qualities were so likely to make a poor Man's
Fortune as those of Probity & Integrity.

My List of Virtues contain'd at first but twelve: But a Quaker Friend
having kindly informid ne that | was generally thought proud; that ny
Pride show d itself frequently in Conversation; that | was not content
with being in the right when di scussing any Point, but was overbearing &
rat her insolent; of which he convinc'd nme by nentioning severa
I nstances; - | determ ned endeavouring to cure nyself if | could of this
Vice or Folly anmong the rest, and | added Humility to my List, giving
an extensive Meaning to the Wrd.- | cannot boast of nuch Success in
acquiring the Reality of this Virtue; but | had a good deal wth
regard to the Appearance of it.- | nmade it a Rule to forbear al
direct Contradiction to the Sentinents of others, and all positive
Assertion of ny owmn. | even forbid myself agreable to the old Laws of
our Junto, the Use of every Wrd or Expression in the Language t hat
inmported a fix'd Opinion; such as certainly, undoubtedly, &c. and

adopted instead of them | conceive, | apprehend, or | inagine a
thing to be so or so, or it so appears to ne at present.- \Wen anot her
asserted sonmething that I thought an Error, | deny'd ny self the

Pl easure of contradicting himabruptly, and of show ng i mediately sone
Absurdity in his Proposition; and in answering | began by observing that
in certain Cases or G rcunstances his Opinion would be right, but that
in the present case there appear'd or seenmid to ne sone Difference
&c. 1 soon found the Advantage of this Change in ny Manners. The
Conversations | engag'd in went on nore pleasantly. The nodest way in
which | propos'd nmy Opinions, procur'd them a readier Reception and | ess
Contradiction; | had less Mrtification when | was found to be in the
wong, and | nore easily prevail'd with others to give up their M stakes
& join with me when | happen'd to be in the right. And this Mde, which
| at first put on, with sone violence to natural Inclination, becane at

l ength so easy & so habitual to nme, that perhaps for these Fifty Years



past no one has ever heard a dogmatical Expression escape nme. And to
this Habit (after nmy Character of Integrity) I think it principally

owi ng, that | had early so nuch Weight with my Fellow Ctizens, when
proposed new Institutions, or Alterations in the old; and so much
Influence in public Councils when | became a Menber. For | was but a bad
Speaker, never el oquent, subject to much Hesitation in nmy choice of
Wbrds, hardly correct in Language, and yet | generally carried ny

Poi nts. -

In reality there is perhaps no one of our natural Passions so hard to
subdue as Pride. Disguise it, struggle with it, beat it down, stifle
it, nmortify it as nmuch as one pleases, it is still alive, and will every
now and then peep out and showitself. You will see it perhaps often in
this History. For even if | could conceive that | had conpleatly
overcone it, | should probably be proud of ny Humlity.-

Thus far witten at Passy 1784.

Part Three

I am now about to wite at hone, August 1788.- but cannot have the
hel p expected from ny Papers, many of thembeing lost in the War. | have
however found the foll ow ng.

Havi ng nentioned a great & extensive Project which | had conceivVv'd,
it seens proper that sone Account should be here given of that Project
and its hject. Its first Rise in my Mnd appears in the foll ow ng
little Paper, accidentally preserv'd, viz.

OBSERVATI ONS on ny Reading History in Library, May 9. 1731.

"That the great Affairs of the Wrld, the Wars, Revolutions, &c. are
carried on and effected by Parties.-

"That the View of these Parties is their present general Interest, or
what they take to be such. -

"That the different Views of these different Parties, occasion al
Conf usi on.

"That while a Party is carrying on a general Design, each Man has his
particular private Interest in View

"That as soon as a Party has gain'd its general Point, each Menber
beconmes intent upon his particular Interest, which thwarting others,
breaks that Party into D visions, and occasions nore Confusion

"That few in Public Affairs act froma neer View of the Good of their
Country, whatever they may pretend; and tho' their Actings bring rea
Good to their Country, yet Men primarily consider'd that their own and
their Country's Interest was united, and did not act froma Principle of
Benevol ence.

"That fewer still in public Affairs act with a Viewto the Good of
Manki nd.

"There seens to ne at present to be great Cccasion for raising an
united Party for Virtue, by form ng the Virtuous and good Men of al
Nations into a regular Body, to be govern'd by suitable good and w se



Rul es, which good and wi se Men nmay probably be nore unaninous in their
ohedi ence to, than common People are to commopn Laws.

"I at present think, that whoever attenpts this aright, and is well
qualified, cannot fail of pleasing God, & of neeting with Success.-
BF"-

Revol ving this Project in ny Mnd, as to be undertaken hereafter when
nmy Circunstances should afford ne the necessary Leisure, | put down from
time to time on Pieces of Paper such Thoughts as occur'd to ne
respecting it. Mdst of these are lost; but I find one purporting to be
t he Substance of an intended Creed, containing as | thought the
Essentials of every known Religion, and being free of every thing that
m ght shock the Professors of any Religion. It is express'd in these
Wrds. viz.

"That there is one God who made all things.

"That he governs the Wrld by his Providence. -

"That he ought to be worshi pped by Adoration, Prayer & Thanksgi ving.

"But that the nost acceptable Service of God is doing Good to Man

"That the Soul is immortal

"And that God will certainly reward Virtue and punish Vice either here
or hereafter."-

My ldeas at that time were, that the Sect should be begun & spread at
first among young and single Men only; that each Person to be initiated
shoul d not only declare his Assent to such Creed, but should have
exercis'd hinmself with the Thirteen Weeks Exami nation and Practice of
the Virtues as in the before-nention'd Mddel; that the Exi stence of such
a Soci ety should be kept a Secret till it was beconme considerable, to
prevent Solicitations for the Adm ssion of inproper Persons; but that
t he Menbers shoul d each of them search anong hi s Acquai ntance for
i ngenuous wel | - di sposed Youths, to whomw th prudent Caution the Schene
shoul d be gradual |y conmuni cated: That the Menbers shoul d engage to
afford their Advice Assistance and Support to each other in pronoting
one another's Interest Business and Advancenent in Life: That for
Di stinction we should be call'd the Society of the Free and Easy;

Free, as being by the general Practice and Habit of the Virtues, free
fromthe Dom nion of Vice, and particularly by the Practice of Industry
& Frugality, free from Debt, which exposes a Man to Confinenment and a
Species of Slavery to his Creditors. This is as nuch as | can now
recol l ect of the Project, except that | communicated it in part to two
young Men, who adopted it with some Enthusiasm But ny then narrow
Circunst ances, and the Necessity | was under of sticking close to ny
Busi ness, occasion'd nmy Postponing the farther Prosecution of it at that
time, and nmy multifarious Cccupations public & private induc'd ne to

conti nue postponing, so that it has been omtted till | have no | onger
Strength or Activity left sufficient for such an Enterprize: Tho' | am
still of Opinion that it was a practicable Schenme, and m ght have been

very useful, by form ng a great Nunber of good Citizens: And | was not
di scourag'd by the seem ng Magni tude of the Undertaking, as | have

al ways t hought that one Man of tolerable Abilities may work great
Changes, & acconplish great Affairs anong Mankind, if he first forns a
good Pl an, and, cutting off all Anusenments or other Enploynments that
woul d divert his Attention, nakes the Execution of that same Plan his
sol e Study and Busi ness. -

In 1732 | first published ny Al manack, under the Nane of Richard
Saunders; it was continu'd by me about 25 Years, commonly call'd Poor



Ri chard's Al manack. | endeavour'd to make it both entertaining and
useful, and it accordingly came to be in such Demand that | reap'd
considerable Profit fromit, vending annually near ten Thousand. And
observing that it was generally read, scarce any Nei ghbourhood in the

Province being without it, | consider'd it as a proper Vehicle for
conveyi ng Instruction anmong the common Peopl e, who bought scarce any
other Books. | therefore filled all the little Spaces that occurr'd

bet ween the Remarkabl e Days in the Cal endar, with Proverbial Sentences,
chiefly such as inculcated Industry and Frugality, as the Means of
procuring Wealth and thereby securing Virtue, it being nore difficult
for a Man in Want to act always honestly, as (to use here one of those
Proverbs) it is hard for an enpty Sack to stand upright. These
Proverbs, which contained the Wsdom of many Ages and Nati ons,

assenbl ed and formid into a connected Di scourse prefix'd to the A manack
of 1757, as the Harangue of a wise old Man to the People attendi ng an
Auction. The bringing all these scatter'd Counsels thus into a Focus,
enabl ed themto nmake greater |npression. The Piece being universally
approved was copied in all the Newspapers of the Continent, reprinted in
Britain on a Broadside to be stuck up in Houses, two Translations were
made of it in French, and great Nunbers bought by the Cergy & Gentry to
distribute gratis anmong their poor Parishioners and Tenants. In

Pennsyl vania, as it discouraged usel ess Expence in foreign
Superfluities, sone thought it had its share of Influence in producing
that growi ng Plenty of Money which was observable for several Years
after its Publication.-

I consider'd ny Newspaper al so as anot her Means of communicating
Instruction, & in that View frequently reprinted in it Extracts fromthe
Spectator and other noral Witers, and sonetimes publish'd little Pieces
of my own which had been first conpos'd for Reading in our Junto. O
these are a Socratic Dial ogue tending to prove, that, whatever m ght be
his Parts and Abilities, a vicious Man could not properly be called a
Man of Sense. And a Discourse on Self denial, showing that Virtue was
not Secure, till its Practice became a Habitude, & was free fromthe
Qpposition of contrary Inclinations.- These may be found in the Papers
about the beginning of 1735.- In the Conduct of ny Newspaper | carefully
excluded all Libelling and Personal Abuse, which is of |ate Years becone
so disgraceful to our Country. Whenever | was solicited to insert any
thing of that kind, and the Witers pleaded as they generally did, the
Li berty of the Press, and that a Newspaper was |ike a Stage Coach in
whi ch any one who would pay had a Right to a Place, ny Answer was, that
| would print the Piece separately if desired, and the Author m ght have
as many Copies as he pleased to distribute hinself, but that |I would not
take upon nme to spread his Detraction, and that having contracted with
nmy Subscribers to furnish themw th what m ght be either useful or
entertaining, | could not fill their Papers with private Altercation in
whi ch they had no Concern wi thout doing them manifest |Injustice. Now
many of our Printers make no scruple of gratifying the Mlice of
I ndi vi dual s by fal se Accusations of the fairest Characters anong
our sel ves, augnenting Aninosity even to the producing of Duels, and are
nor eover so indiscreet as to print scurrilous Reflections on the
CGover nent of nei ghbouring States, and even on the Conduct of our best
national Allies, which may be attended with the nost pernicious
Consequences. - These Things | nention as a Caution to young Printers, &
that they may be encouraged not to pollute their Presses and disgrace
their Profession by such infanous Practices, but refuse steadily; as
they may see by ny Exanple, that such a Course of Conduct will not on



the whole be injurious to their Interests.-

In 1733, | sent one of ny Journeynen to Charleston South Carolina
where a Printer was wanting. | furnish'd himwith a Press and Letters,
on an Agreenent of Partnership, by which I was to receive One Third of
the Profits of the Business, paying One Third of the Expence. He was a
Man of Learning and honest, but ignorant in Matters of Account; and tho'
he sonetimes nmade ne Remittances, | could get no Account fromhim nor
any satisfactory State of our Partnership while he Iived. On his
Decease, the Business was continued by his Wdow, who being born & bred
in Holland, where as | have been inform d the Know edge of Acconpts
makes a Part of Femal e Educati on, she not only sent ne as clear a State
as she could find of the Transactions past, but continu'd to account
with the greatest Regularity & Exactitude every Quarter afterwards; and
manag' d the Business with such Success that she not only brought up
reputably a Family of Children, but at the Expiration of the Term was
able to purchase of ne the Printing-House and establish her Son in it. |
mention this Affair chiefly for the Sake of recommendi ng that Branch of
Education for our young Females, as likely to be of nore Use to them &
their Children in Case of Wdowhood than either Misic or Dancing, by
preserving them from Losses by Inposition of crafty Men, and enabling
themto continue perhaps a profitable nmercantile House with establish'd
Correspondence till a Son is grown up fit to undertake and go on wth
it, to the lasting Advantage and enriching of the Famly. -

About the Year 1734 there arrived anong us fromlreland, a young
Presbyterian Preacher named Henphill, who delivered with a good Voice, &
apparently extenpore, nost excellent Discourses, which drew together
consi derabl e Nunbers of different Persuasions, who join'd in admring
them Anmong the rest | becane one of his constant Hearers, his Sernons
pl easing me as they had little of the dogmatical kind, but incul cated
strongly the Practice of Virtue, or what in the religious Stile are
call ed Good Wrks. Those however, of our Congregation, who considered
t hensel ves as orthodox Presbyterians, disapprov'd his Doctrine, and were
join'd by nost of the old Clergy, who arraign' d himof Heterodoxy before
the Synod, in order to have himsilenc'd. | becane his zeal ous Partisan
and contributed all | could to raise a Party in his Favour; and we
conbated for hima while with sone Hopes of Success. There was much
Scribbling pro & con upon the Cccasion; and finding that tho' an el egant
Preacher he was but a poor Witer, I lent himny Pen and wote for him
two or three Panphlets, and one Piece in the Gazette of April 1735.
Those Panphlets, as is generally the Case with controversial Witings,
tho' eagerly read at the tine, were soon out of Vogue, and | question
whet her a single Copy of them now exists. During the Contest an unl ucky
Cccurrence hurt his Cause exceedingly. One of our Adversaries having
heard hi m preach a Sernon that was nmuch admred, thought he had
somewhere read that Sernon before, or at least a part of it. On Search
he found that Part quoted at length in one of the British Reviews, from
a Discourse of Dr Forster's. This Detection gave many of our Party
Di sgust, who accordi ngly abandoned his Cause, and occasion'd our nore
speedy Disconfiture in the Synod. | stuck by him however, as | rather
approv'd his giving us good Sernmpons conpos'd by others, than bad ones of
his own Manufacture; tho' the latter was the Practice of our conmmon
Teachers. He afterwards acknow edg'd to ne that none of those he
preach'd were his own; adding that his Menory was such as enabled himto
retain and repeat any Sernon after one Reading only.- On our Defeat he
left us, in search el sewhere of better Fortune, and | quitted the



Congregation, never joining it after, tho" | continu'd many Years ny
Subscription for the Support of its Mnisters.-

| had begun in 1733 to study Languages. | soon nade nyself so nuch a
Master of the French as to be able to read the Books with Ease. | then
undertook the Italian. An Acquai ntance who was also learning it, us'd
often to tenpt nme to play Chess with him Finding this took up too nuch
of the Tine | had to spare for Study, | at length refus'd to play any
nmore, unless on this Condition, that the Victor in every Gane, should
have a Right to inpose a Task, either in Parts of the G anmar to be got
by heart, or in Translation, &c. which Tasks the Vanquish'd was to
perform upon Honour before our next Meeting. As we play'd pretty equally

we thus beat one another into that Language.- | afterwards with a little
Pai ns-taki ng acquir'd as much of the Spanish as to read their Books
al so. | have already nention'd that | had only one Years Instruction in

a Latin School, and that when very young, after which | negl ected that
Language entirely.- But when | had attained an Acquai ntance with the
French, Italian and Spanish, | was surpriz'd to find, on |ooking over a
Latin Testament, that | understood so much nore of that Language than
had i magi ned; which encouraged ne to apply ny self again to the Study of
it, &1 met with the nore Success, as those precedi ng Languages had
greatly snooth'd ny Way. From these Circunstances | have thought, that
there is sone Inconsistency in our conmon Mbde of Teachi ng Languages. W
are told that it is proper to begin first with the Latin, and having
acquir'd that it will be nore easy to attain those nodern Languages
which are deriv'd fromit; and yet we do not begin with the Geek in
order nore easily to acquire the Latin. It is true, that if you can
clanmber & get to the Top of a Stair-Case w thout using the Steps, you
will nore easily gain themin descending: but certainly if you begin
with the | owest you will with nore Ease ascend to the Top. And | would
therefore offer it to the Consideration of those who superintend the
Educati ng of our Youth, whether, since many of those who begin with the
Latin, quit the sane after spending sonme Years, w thout having nmade any
great Proficiency, and what they have | earnt becones al nost usel ess, so
that their tine has been lost, it would not have been better to have
begun themw th the French, proceeding to the Italian &. for tho' after
spendi ng the same time they should quit the Study of Languages, & never
arrive at the Latin, they would however have acquir'd another Tongue or
two that being in nodern Use m ght be serviceable to themin comon
Life.

After ten Years Absence from Boston, and havi ng becone nore easy in ny
Circunstances, | nade a Journey thither to visit ny Relations, which I
could not sooner well afford. In returning I call'd at Newport, to see
nmy Brother then settled there with his Printing-House. Qur forner
Differences were forgotten, and our Meeting was very cordial and
affectionate. He was fast declining in his Health, and requested of ne
that in case of his Death which he apprehended not far distant, | would
take home his Son, then but 10 Years of Age, and bring himup to the
Printing Business. This | accordingly performd, sending hima few Years
to School before | took himinto the Ofice. H's Mdther carry'd on the
Busi ness till he was grown up, when | assisted himw th an Assortnent of
new Types, those of his Father being in a Manner worn out.- Thus it was
that | made nmy Brother anple Anmends for the Service | had depriv'd him
of by leaving himso early.-

In 1736 | lost one of nmy Sons a fine Boy of 4 Years old, by the Smal



Pox taken in the common way. | long regretted bitterly & still regret
that | had not given it to himby Inoculation; This | mention for the
Sake of Parents, who omt that Qperation on the Supposition that they
shoul d never forgive thenselves if a Child died under it; ny Exanple
showi ng that the Regret may be the sane either way, and that therefore
the safer should be chosen. -

Qur Cub, the Junto, was found so useful, & afforded such Satisfaction
to the Menbers, that several were desirous of introducing their Friends,
whi ch could not well be done wi thout exceedi ng what we had settled as a
conveni ent Number, viz. Twelve. W had fromthe Beginning made it a Rule
to keep our Institution a Secret, which was pretty well observ'd. The
Intention was, to avoid Applications of inproper Persons for Adnittance,
some of whom perhaps we mght find it difficult to refuse. I was one of
t hose who were agai nst any Addition to our Nunber, but instead of it
made in Witing a Proposal, that every Menber separately shoul d
endeavour to forma subordinate Cub, with the same Rul es respecting
Queries, &. and without inform ng them of the Connexion with the Junto.
The Advant ages propos'd were the Inprovenent of so many nore young
Citizens by the Use of our Institutions; Qur better Acquai ntance wth
the general Sentinments of the Inhabitants on any CQccasion, as the Junto-
Menber m ght propose what Queries we should desire, and was to report to
Junto what pass'd in his separate C ub; the Pronotion of our particul ar
Interests in Business by nore extensive Recomendati ons; and the
I ncrease of our Influence in public Affairs & our Power of doing Good by
spreading thro' the several Cubs the Sentinents of the Junto. The
Proj ect was approv'd, and Every Menber undertook to formhis C ub: but
they did not all succeed. Five or six only were conpl eated, which were
call'd by different Nanes, as the Vine, the Union, the Band, &c. they
were useful to thenselves, & afforded us a good deal of Anusenent,
Information & Instruction, besides answering in sone considerabl e Degree
our Views of influencing the public Opinion on particular Cccasions, of
which | shall give sone Instances in course of tine as they happened.-

My first Pronotion was ny being chosen in 1736 Clerk of the Genera
Assenbly. The Choi ce was nmade that Year w thout Qpposition; but the Year
foll owi ng when | was again propos'd (the Choice, like that of the
Menbers being annual) a new Menber made a | ong Speech against ne in
order to favour sone other Candidate. | was however chosen; which was
the nore agreable to ne, as besides the Pay for i mediate Service as
Cerk, the Place gave ne a better Qpportunity of keeping up an Interest
anong the Menbers, which secur'd to nme the Business of Printing the
Vot es, Laws, Paper Money, and ot her occasional Jobbs for the Public,
that on the whole were very profitable. | therefore did not like the
Qoposition of this new Menber, who was a Gentl eman of Fortune, &
Education, with Talents that were likely to give himin time great
Influence in the House, which indeed afterwards happened. | did not
however aim at gaining his Favour by paying any servile Respect to him
but after sone time took this other Method. Having heard that he had in
his Library a certain very scarce & curious Book, | wote a Note to him
expressing ny Desire of perusing that Book, and requesting he would do
me the Favour of lending it to ne for a few Days. He sent it
i Mmediately; and | return'd it in about a Week, with another Note
expressing strongly ny Sense of the Favour. Wen we next net in the
House he spoke to ne, (which he had never done before) and with great
Cvility. And he ever afterwards manifested a Readi ness to serve nme on
all Cccasions, so that we becane great Friends, & our Friendship



continu'd to his Death. This is another Instance of the Truth of an old
Maxi m1 had | earnt, which says, He that has once done you a Kindness
will be nore ready to do you anot her, than he whom you yourself have
obliged. And it shows how nmuch nore profitable it is prudently to
renove, than to resent, return & continue inimcal Proceedings.-

In 1737, Col. Spotswood, |ate CGovernor of Virginia, & then Post-
master, General, being dissatisfied with the Conduct of his Deputy at
Phi | adel phi a, respecting sonme Negligence in rendering, & Inexactitude of
his Accounts, took fromhimthe Conmmi ssion & offered it to ne. |
accepted it readily, and found it of great Advantage; for tho the
Salary was small, it facilitated the Correspondence that inprov'd ny
Newspaper, encreas'd the Nunber demanded, as well as the Advertisenents
to be inserted, so that it cane to afford ne a very consi derabl e | ncone.
My ol d Conpetitor's Newspaper declin'd proportionably, and I was
satisfy'd without retaliating his Refusal, while Postnaster, to permt
nmy Papers being carried by the Riders. Thus He suffer'd greatly fromhis
Negl ect in due Accounting; and | nention it as a Lesson to those young
Men who may be enploy'd in managing Affairs for others that they should
al ways render Accounts & nake Remittances, with great C earness and
Punctuality.- The Character of observing Such a Conduct is the nopst
powerful of all Recomendations to new Enpl oynments & | ncrease of
Busi ness.

I began now to turn ny Thoughts a little to public Affairs, beginning
however with small Matters. The City Watch was one of the first Things
that | conceiv'd to want Regul ation. It was managed by the Constabl es of
the respective Wards in Turn. The Constable warn'd a Nunber of
Housekeepers to attend himfor the N ght. Those who chose never to
attend paid himSix Shillings a Year to be excus'd, which was suppos'd
to be for hiring Substitutes; but was in Reality nmuch nore than was
necessary for that purpose, and nmade the Constabl eship a Place of
Profit. And the Constable for a little Drink often got such Ragamuffins
about himas a Watch, that reputabl e Housekeepers did not chuse to m x
wi th. \Wal ki ng the Rounds too was often negl ected, and nost of the N ght
spent in Tippling. | thereupon wote a Paper to be read in Junto,
representing these Irregularities, but insisting nore particularly on
the Inequality of this Six Shilling Tax of the Constables, respecting
the G rcunstances of those who paid it, since a poor Wdow Housekeeper
all whose Property to be guarded by the Watch did not perhaps exceed the
Val ue of Fifty Pounds, paid as nmuch as the weal thiest Merchant who had
Thousands of Pounds-worth of Goods in his Stores. On the whole
proposed as a nore effectual Watch, the Hiring of proper Men to serve
constantly in that Business; and as a nore equitable Way of supporting
the Charge, the levying a Tax that should be proportion'd to Property.
This I dea being approv'd by the Junto, was conmuni cated to the other
C ubs, but as arising in each of them And tho' the Plan was not
i mediately carried into Execution, yet by preparing the M nds of People
for the Change, it paved the Way for the Law obtain'd a few Years after
when the Menbers of our Cl ubs were grown into nore |nfluence.-

About this tine | wote a Paper, (first to be read in Junto but it was
afterwards publish'd) on the different Accidents and Carel essnesses by
whi ch Houses were set on fire, with Cautions agai nst them and Means
proposed of avoiding them This was nuch spoken of as a useful Piece,
and gave rise to a Project, which soon followed it, of form ng a Conpany
for the nore ready Extinguishing of Fires, and nmutual Assistance in



Renovi ng & Securing of Goods when in Danger. Associates in this Schenme
were presently found amounting to Thirty. Qur Articles of Agreenent
oblig d every Menber to keep always in good Oder and fit for Use, a
certain Nunmber of Leather Buckets, with strong Bags & Baskets (for
packi ng & transporting of Goods), which were to be brought to every
Fire; and we agreed to neet once a Month & spend a social Evening

toget her, in discoursing, and conmuni cating such |Ideas as occur'd to us
upon the Subject of Fires as mght be useful in our Conduct on such
Cccasions. The Uility of this Institution soon appear'd, and many nore
desiring to be admtted than we thought convenient for one Conpany, they
were advised to form anot her; which was accordingly done. And this went
on, one new Conpany being fornmed after another, till they becane so
nunerous as to include nost of the Inhabitants who were Men of Property;
and now at the tine of my Witing this, tho upwards of Fifty Years
since its Establishment, that which | first formed, called the Union
Fire Conpany, still subsists and flourishes, tho the first Menbers are
all deceas'd but nyself & one who is older by a Year than | am - The
smal | Fines that have been paid by Menbers for Absence at the Monthly
Meeti ngs, have been apply' d to the Purchase of Fire Engines, Ladders,

Fi renooks, and ot her useful Inplenents for each Conmpany, so that |
qguestion whether there is a City in the Wrld better provided with the
Means of putting a Stop to begi nning Confl agrations; and in fact since
these Institutions, the Gty has never lost by Fire nore than one or two
Houses at a tinme, and the Flames have often been extinguish' d before the
House in which they began has been hal f-consuned. -

In 1739 arriv'd anong us from England the Rev. M Witefield, who had
made hinself renarkable there as an itinerant Preacher. He was at first
permtted to preach in some of our Churches; but the Cergy taking a
Dislike to him soon refus'd himtheir Pulpits and he was oblig'd to
preach in the Fields. The Miultitudes of all Sects and Denom nations that
attended his Sernons were enornous and it was matter of Speculation to
me who was one of the Number, to observe the extraordi nary Influence of
his Oratory on his Hearers, and how nuch they admir'd & respected him
notw t hst andi ng his common Abuse of them by assuring themthey were
naturally half Beasts and half Devils. It was wonderful to see the
Change soon nade in the Manners of our |nhabitants; from being
t houghtl ess or indifferent about Religion, it seemd as if all the Wrld
were growi ng Religious; so that one could not walk thro' the Town in an
Eveni ng wi t hout Hearing Psalns sung in different Fam lies of every
Street. And it being found inconvenient to assenble in the open Air
subject to its Inclemencies, the Building of a House to neet-in was no
sooner propos'd and Persons appointed to receive Contributions, but
sufficient Sums were soon receiv'd to procure the Gound and erect the
Bui | di ng whi ch was 100 feet long & 70 broad, about the Size of
Westmi nster-hall; and the Wirk was carried on with such Spirit as to be
finished in a nuch shorter tinme than could have been expected. Both
House and Ground were vested in Trustees, expressly for the Use of any
Preacher of any religious Persuasion who m ght desire to say sonethi ng
to the Peopl e of Phil adel phia, the Design in building not being to
acconmodat e any particul ar Sect, but the Inhabitants in general, so that
even if the Mufti of Constantinople were to send a Mssionary to preach
Mahomet anismto us, he would find a Pulpit at his Service.-

M Wiitefield, in |eaving us, went preaching all the Way thro' the
Colonies to Georgia. The Settlement of that Province had | ately been
begun; but instead of being nade with hardy industrious Husbandmen



accustoned to Labour, the only People fit for such an Enterprise, it was
with Families of broken Shopkeepers and ot her insolvent Debtors, many of
indolent & idle habits, taken out of the Gaols, who being set down in

t he Wbods, unqualified for clearing Land, & unable to endure the

Har dshi ps of a new Settl enment, perished in Nunbers, |eaving many
hel pl ess Children unprovided for. The Sight of their mserable Situation
i nspired the benevolent Heart of M Witefield with the Idea of building
an Orphan House there, in which they m ght be supported and educat ed.
Returning northward he preach'd up this Charity, & nade |arge

Col l ections;- for his El oquence had a wonderful Power over the Hearts &
Purses of his Hearers, of which | nyself was an Instance. | did not

di sapprove of the Design, but as Georgia was then destitute of Materials
& Worknen, and it was propos'd to send them from Phil adel phia at a great
Expence, | thought it would have been better to have built the House
here & brought the Children to it. This | advis'd, but he was resolute
in his first Project, and rejected ny Counsel, and | thereupon refus'd

to contribute. | happened soon after to attend one of his Sernons, in
the Course of which | perceived he intended to finish with a Collection
& | silently resolved he should get nothing fromnme. | had in nmy Pocket

a Handful of Copper, Mney, three or four silver Dollars, and five
Pistoles in Gold. As he proceeded | began to soften, and concluded to
gi ve the Coppers. Another Stroke of his Oratory made nme ashamid of that,
and determin'd ne to give the Silver; & he finish'd so adnmrably, that |
enpty'd nmy Pocket wholly into the Collector's Dish, Gold and all. At
this Sernmon there was al so one of our C ub, who being of nmy Sentinents
respecting the Building in Georgia, and suspecting a Collection mght be
i ntended, had by Precaution enptied his Pockets before he canme from
hone; towards the Conclusion of the D scourse however, he felt a strong
Desire to give, and apply'd to a Nei ghbour who stood near himto borrow
some Money for the Purpose. The Application was unfortunately to perhaps
the only Man in the Conpany who had the firmess not to be affected by
the Preacher. H's Answer was, At any other time, Friend Hopkinson, |
would Iend to thee freely; but not now, for thee seemto be out of thy
ri ght Senses. -

Some of M Whitefield s Enemes affected to suppose that he woul d
apply these Collections to his own private Enmolunent; but I, who was
intimately acquainted with him (being enploy'd in printing his Sernons
and Journals, &c.) never had the | east Suspicion of his Integrity, but
amto this day decidedly of Opinion that he was in all his Conduct, a
perfectly honest Man. And nethinks nmy Testinony in his Favour ought to
have the nore Wi ght, as we had no religious Connection. He us'd indeed
sonmetines to pray for ny Conversion, but never had the Satisfaction of
believing that his Prayers were heard. Qurs was a nere civil Friendship,
sincere on both Sides, and |lasted to his Death.

The follow ng Instance will show sonething of the Terns on which we
stood. Upon one of his Arrivals fromEngl and at Boston, he wote to ne
that he shoul d come soon to Phil adel phia, but knew not where he could
| odge when there, as he understood his old kind Host M Benezet was
renov'd to Germantown. My Answer was; You know ny House, if you can nake
shift with its scanty Accommodati ons you will be nost heartily wel cone.
He reply'd, that if I made that kind Ofer for Christ's sake, | should
not mss of a Reward.- And | return'd, Don't let ne be mstaken; it was
not for Christ's sake, but for your sake. One of our comon
Acquai nt ance jocosely remark'd, that knowing it to be the Custom of the
Saints, when they receiv'd any favour, to shift the Burthen of the



oligation fromoff their own Shoul ders, and place it in Heaven, | had
contriv'd to fix it on Earth.-

The last time | saw M Wiitefield was in London, when he consulted ne
about his O phan House Concern, and his Purpose of appropriating it to
t he Establishment of a Coll ege.

He had a |l oud and clear Voice, and articulated his Wrds & Sentences
so perfectly that he m ght be heard and understood at a great D stance,
especially as his Auditories, however numerous, observ'd the nost exact
Sil ence. He preach'd one Evening fromthe Top of the Court House Steps,
which are in the Mddle of Market Street, and on the West Side of Second

Street which crosses it at right angles. Both Streets were fill'd with
his Hearers to a considerable Di stance. Being anpong the hindnost in
Market Street, | had the Curiosity to learn how far he coul d be heard,
by retiring backwards down the Street towards the River, and | found his
Voice distinct till | cane near Front-Street, when sone Noise in that
Street, obscur'd it. Imagining then a Sem -C rcle, of which nmy D stance
shoul d be the Radius, and that it were fill'd with Auditors, to each of
whom | allow d two square feet, | conputed that he m ght well be heard

by nmore than Thirty-Thousand. This reconcil'd me to the Newspaper
Accounts of his having preach'd to 25,000 People in the Fields, and to
the antient Hi stories of Generals harangui ng whole Arnmies, of which I
had sonetinmes doubt ed. -

By hearing himoften | cane to distinguish easily between Sernons
newl y conpos'd, & those which he had often preach'd in the Course of his
Travels. His Delivery of the latter was so inprov'd by frequent
Repetitions, that every Accent, every Enphasis, every Mdul ation of
Voi ce, was so perfectly well turn'd and well plac'd, that w thout being
interested in the Subject, one could not help being pleas'd with the
Di scourse, a Pleasure of much the sane kind with that receiv'd froman
excel l ent Piece of Musick. This is an Advantage itinerant Preachers have
over those who are stationary: as the latter cannot well inprove their
Delivery of a Sernmon by so many Rehearsals. -

Hs Witing and Printing fromtinme to tinme gave great Advantage to his
Enem es. Unguarded Expressions and even erroneous Qpinions delivered in
Preaching M ght have been afterwards explained, or qualify'd by
supposi ng others that mght have acconpany'd theny or they mght have
been deny'd; But litera scripta manet. Critics attack'd his Witings
violently, and with so nuch Appearance of Reason as to di mnish the
Nunber of his Votaries, and prevent their Encrease: So that | am of
pinion, if he had never witten any thing he would have I eft behind him
a much nore nunerous and inmportant Sect. And his Reputation might in
t hat case have been still growi ng, even after his Death; as there being
nothing of his Witing on which to found a Censure; and give hima | ower
Character, his Proselites would be left at Liberty to feign for himas
great a Variety of Excellencies, as their enthusiastic Adnmiration m ght
wi sh himto have possessed.

My Busi ness was now continual ly augnmenting, and ny G rcunstances
growi ng daily easier, ny Newspaper having becone very profitable, as
being for a tinme alnost the only one in this and the nei ghbouring
Provinces.- | experienc'd too the Truth of the Observation, that after
getting the first hundred Pound, it is nore easy to get the second:
Money itself being of a prolific Nature: The Partnership at Carolina



havi ng succeeded, | was encourag'd to engage in others, and to pronote
several of ny Workmen who had behaved well, by establishing themwth
Printing-Houses in different Colonies, on the sanme Terns with that in
Carolina. Most of themdid well, being enabled at the End of our Term
Six Years, to purchase the Types of ne; and go on working for

t hensel ves, by which nmeans several Famlies were raised. Partnerships
often finish in Quarrels, but | was happy in this, that mne were al
carry'd on and ended am cably; owing I think a good deal to the
Precaution of having very explicitly settled in our Articles every thing
to be done by or expected fromeach Partner, so that there was nothing
to dispute, which Precaution | would therefore recommend to all who
enter into Partnerships, for whatever Esteem Partners may have for &
Confidence in each other at the tine of the Contract, little Jeal ousies
and Disgusts may arise, with Ideas of Inequality in the Care & Burthen
of the Business, &. which are attended often with Breach of Friendship
& of the Connection, perhaps with Lawsuits and ot her di sagreable
Consequences.

I had on the whol e abundant Reason to be satisfied with nmy being
establ i shed in Pennsyl vania. There were however two things that I
regretted: There being no Provision for Defence, nor for a conpl eat
Education of Youth. No Mlitia nor any College. | therefore in 1743,
drew up a Proposal for establishing an Acadeny; & at that time thinking
the Reverend M Peters, who was out of Enploy, a fit Person to
superintend such an Institution, | comrunicated the Project to him But
he having nore profitable Views in the Service of the Proprietor, which
succeeded, declin'd the Undertaking. And not know ng another at that
time suitable for such a Trust, | let the Schene lie a while dormant.- |
succeeded better the next Year, 1744, in proposing and establishing a
Phi | osophi cal Society. The Paper | wote for that purpose will be found
anong ny Witings when coll ected.

Wth respect to Defence, Spain having been several Years at War
against Britain, and being at length join'd by France, which brought us
into greater Danger; and the | aboured & | ong-continued Endeavours of our
CGovernor Thomas to prevail with our Quaker Assenbly to pass a Mlitia
Law, & nake other Provisions for the Security of the Province having
proved abortive, | determned to try what m ght be done by a voluntary
Associ ation of the People. To pronote this | first wote & published a
Panphlet, intitled, PLAIN TRUTH, in which | stated our defencel ess
Situation in strong Lights, with the Necessity of Union & Discipline for
our Defence, and pronmis'd to propose in a few Days an Association to be
general ly signed for that purpose. The Panphl et had a sudden &
surprizing Effect. | was call'd upon for the Instrument of Association
And having settled the Draft of it with a few Friends, | appointed a
Meeting of the Citizens in the large Building before nmentioned. The
House was pretty full. | had prepared a Nunmber of printed Copies, and
provi ded Pens and Ink dispers'd all over the Room | harangu'd them a
l[ittle on the Subject, read the Paper & explain'd it, and then
di stributed the Copies which were eagerly signed, not the |east
hj ection being made. When the Conpany separated, & the Papers were
coll ected we found above Twel ve hundred Hands; and ot her Copies being
dispers'd in the Country the Subscribers anmounted at |length to upwards
of Ten Thousand. These all furnish'd thensel ves as soon as they could
with Arms; formd thenselves into Conpani es, and Regi ments, chose their
own Oficers, & nmet every Week to be instructed in the manual Exerci se,
and other Parts of military Discipline. The Wonen, by Subscriptions



anong t hensel ves, provided Silk Col ours, which they presented to the
Conpani es, painted with different Devices and Motto's which | supplied.
The O ficers of the Conpani es conposing the Phil adel phi a Regi nent, being

met, chose me for their Colonel; but conceiving nyself unfit, | declin'd
that Station, & recommended M Law ence, a fine Person and Man of
I nfl uence, who was accordi ngly appointed. | then propos'd a Lottery to

defray the Expence of Building a Battery bel ow the Town, and furnishing
it wwth Cannon. It filled expeditiously and the Battery was soon
erected, the Merlons being framid of Logs & fill'd with Earth. W bought
some ol d Cannon from Boston, but these not being sufficient, we wote to
Engl and for nore, soliciting at the same Tinme our Proprietaries for sone
Assi stance, tho' w thout nmuch Expectation of obtaining it. Mean while
Col onel Lawrence, WIliam Allen, Abraham Tayl or, Esquires, and nyself
were sent to New York by the Associators, comrssion' d to borrow sone
Cannon of Governor Cinton. He at first refus'd us perenptorily: but at
a Dinner with his Council where there was great Drinking of Madeira
Wne, as the Custom at that Place then was, he soften'd by degrees, and
said he would lend us Six. After a few nore Bunpers he advanc'd to Ten
And at length he very good-naturedly conceded Ei ghteen. They were fine
Cannon, 18 pounders, with their Carriages, which we soon transported and
mount ed on our Battery, where the Associators kept a nightly Guard while
the War | asted: And anong the rest | regularly took nmy Turn of Duty
there as a conmon Sol dier. -

My Activity in these Operations was agreable to the Governor and
Council; they took nme into Confidence, & | was consulted by themin
every Measure wherein their Concurrence was thought useful to the
Association. Calling in the Aid of Religion, | propos'd to themthe
Proclaimng a Fast, to pronote Reformation, & inplore the Bl essing of
Heaven on our Undertaking. They enbrac'd the Mdtion, but as it was the
first Fast ever thought of in the Province, the Secretary had no
Precedent fromwhich to draw the Procl amati on. My Education in New
Engl and, where a Fast is proclaimd every Year, was here of sone
Advantage. | drew it in the accustomed Stile, it was translated into
German, printed in both Languages and divulg' d thro' the Province. This
gave the Cergy of the different Sects an CQpportunity of |nfluencing
their Congregations to join in the Association; and it woul d probably
have been general anong all but Quakers if the Peace had not soon
i nterven'd.

It was thought by sonme of ny Friends that by ny Activity in these
Affairs, | should offend that Sect, and thereby |l ose ny Interest in the
Assenbly where they were a great Majority. A young Gentl eman who had
i kewi se sone Friends in the House, and wish'd to succeed ne as their
Clerk, acquainted me that it was decided to displace ne at the next
El ection, and he therefore in good WI| advis'd me to resign, as nore
consistent with my Honour than being turn'd out. My Answer to hi mwas,
that | had read or heard of sone Public Man, who nade it a Rule never to
ask for an Ofice, and never to refuse one when offer'd to him |
approve, says I, of his Rule, and will practise it with a snal
Addition; | shall never ask, never refuse, nor ever resign an
Ofice. If they will have nmy Ofice of Cerk to dispose of to another
they shall take it fromne. I will not by giving it up, lose ny R ght of
some time or other nmaking Reprisals on ny Adversaries. | heard however
no nmore of this. I was chosen again, unaninously as usual, at the next
El ection. Possibly as they dislik'd ny late Intimacy with the Menbers of
Council, who had join'd the Governors in all the D sputes about mlitary



Preparati ons with which the House had | ong been harass'd, they m ght
have been pleas'd if | would voluntarily have |left them but they did
not care to displace nme on Account nerely of mnmy Zeal for the
Associ ation; and they could not well give another Reason.- Indeed | had
some Cause to believe, that the Defence of the Country was not
di sagreeable to any of them provided they were not requir'd to assi st
init. And | found that a nmuch greater Nunber of themthan | could have
i magi ned, tho' against offensive War, were clearly for the defensive.
Many Panphlets pro & con. were publish'd on the Subject, and sone by
good Quakers in favour of Defence, which | believe convinc'd nost of
their younger People. A Transaction in our Fire Conpany gave ne sone
Insight into their prevailing Sentinments. It had been propos'd that we
shoul d encourage the Schenme for building a Battery by | aying out the
present Stock, then about Sixty Pounds, in Tickets of the Lottery. By
our Rules no Money could be dispos'd of but at the next Meeting after
the Proposal. The Company consisted of Thirty Menbers, of which Twenty-
two were Quakers, & Eight only of other Persuasions. W eight punctually
attended the Meeting; but tho' we thought that sone of the Quakers woul d
join us, we were by no neans sure of a Majority. Only one Quaker, M
James Morris, appear'd to oppose the Measure: He express'd nmuch Sorrow
that it had ever been propos'd, as he said Friends were all against
it, and it would create such Discord as m ght break up the Conpany. W\
told him that we saw no Reason for that; we were the Mnority, and if
Friends were against the Measure and outvoted us, we nust and shoul d,
agreable to the Usage of all Societies, submt. \When the Hour for
Busi ness arriv'd, it was nmov'd to put the Vote. He allow d we m ght then
do it by the Rules, but as he could assure us that a Nunmber of Menbers
i ntended to be present for the purpose of opposing it, it would be but
candid to allow a little tine for their appearing. Wile we were
disputing this, a Waiter cane to tell ne two Gentlenen below desir'd to
speak with ne. I went down, and found they were two of our Quaker
Menbers. They told nme there were eight of them assenbled at a Tavern
just by; that they were determn'd to conme and vote with us if there
shoul d be occasion, which they hop'd would not be the Case; and desir'd
we woul d not call for their Assistance if we could do without it, as
their Voting for such a Measure m ght enbroil themwth their El ders &
Friends; Being thus secure of a Majority, | went up, and after a little
seem ng Hesitation, agreed to a Delay of another Hour. This M Mrris
allow d to be extreanly fair. Not one of his opposing Friends appear'd,
at which he express'd great Surprize; and at the Expiration of the Hour
we carry'd the Resolution Eight to one; And as of the 22 Quakers, Eight
were ready to vote with us and, Thirteen by their Absence nmanifested
that they were not inclin"d to oppose the Measure, | afterwards
estimated the Proportion of Quakers sincerely agai nst Defence as one to
twenty one only. For these were all regular Menbers, of that Society,
and in good Reputation anmong them and had due Notice of what was
propos'd at that Meeting.

The honourable & | earned M Logan, who had al ways been of that Sect,
was one who wote an Address to them declaring his Approbation of
def ensi ve War, and supporting his Opinion by many strong Argunents: He
put into nmy Hands Sixty Pounds, to be laid out in Lottery Tickets for
the Battery, with Directions to apply what Prizes m ght be drawn wholly
to that Service. He told nme the followi ng Anecdote of his old Master
W1 Iiam Penn respecting Defence. He cane over from Engl and, when a young
Man, with that Proprietary, and as his Secretary. It was War Tinme, and
their Ship was chas'd by an arned Vessel suppos'd to be an Eneny. Their



Captain prepar'd for Defence, but told WIIliam Penn and his Conpany of
Quakers, that he did not expect their Assistance, and they nmight retire
into the Cabin; which they did, except Janes Logan, who chose to stay
upon Deck, and was quarter'd to a GQun. The suppos'd Eneny prov'd a
Friend; so there was no Fighting. But when the Secretary went down to
conmuni cate the Intelligence, WIIliam Penn rebuk'd himseverely for
stayi ng upon Deck and undertaking to assist in defending the Vessel
contrary to the Principles of Friends, especially as it had not been
required by the Captain. This Reproof being before all the Conpany,
piqu d the Secretary, who answer'd, | being thy Servant, why did thee
not order ne to cone down: but thee was willing enough that | should
stay and help to fight the Ship when thee thought there was Danger

My being many Years in the Assenbly, the Majority of which were
constantly Quakers, gave ne frequent Opportunities of seeing the
Enbar assnment given them by their Principle agai nst War, whenever
Application was nmade to them by Order of the Crown to grant Aids for
mlitary Purposes. They were unwilling to of fend Governnment on the one
hand, by a direct Refusal, and their Friends the Body of Quakers on the
other, by a Conpliance contrary to their Principles. Hence a Variety of
Evasi ons to avoid Conplying, and Mddes of disguising the Conpliance when
it becane unavoi dabl e. The common Mdde at | ast was to grant Mney under
the Phrase of its being for the King's Use, and never to enquire how
it was applied. But if the Demand was not directly fromthe Crown, that
Phrase was found not so proper, and sone other was to be invented. As
when Powder was wanting, (I think it was for the Garrison at Louisburg,)
and the CGovernnent of New England solicited a Grant of sonme from
Pensi | vani a, which was nuch urg'd on the House by Governor Thonas, they
could not grant Money to buy Powder, because that was an Ingredient of
War, but they voted an Aid to New Engl and, of Three Thousand Pounds, to
be put into the hands of the Governor, and appropriated it for the
Pur chasi ng of Bread, Flour, \Weat, or other Gain. Some of the Counci

desirous of giving the House still farther Enbarassnent, advis'd the
Governor not to accept Provision, as not being the Thing he had
demanded. But he reply'd, "I shall take the Money, for | understand very

wel |l their Meaning; Oher Gain, is @npowder;" which he accordingly
bought; and they never objected to it. It was in Allusion to this Fact,
that when in our Fire Conpany we feared the Success of our Proposal in
favour of the Lottery, & | had said to ny Friend M Syng, one of our
Menbers, if we fail, let us nove the Purchase of a Fire Engine with the
Money; the Quakers can have no (bjection to that: and then if you

nom nate me, and | you, as a Conmittee for that purpose, we will buy a
great GQun, which is certainly a Fire-Engine: 1| see, says he, you have
improv'd by being so long in the Assenbly; your equivocal Project would
be just a Match for their Weat or other Gain.

These Enbarassnents that the Quakers suffer'd from having establish'd
& published it as one of their Principles, that no kind of War was
| awful , and whi ch, being once published, they could not afterwards,
however they night change their mnds, easily get rid of, rem nds nme of
what | think a nore prudent Conduct in another Sect anong us; that of
t he Dunkers. | was acquainted with one of its Founders, M chael Wl fare,
soon after it appear'd.- He conplain'd to ne that they were grievously
cal umi ated by the Zeal ots of other Persuasions, and charg'd with
abomi nabl e Principles and Practices to which they were utter Strangers.
| told himthis had al ways been the case with new Sects; and that to put
a Stop to such Abuse, | imagin'd it mght be well to publish the



Articles of their Belief and the Rules of their Discipline. He said that
it had been propos'd anong them but not agreed to, for this Reason
"When we were first drawn together as a Society, says he, it had pl eased
CGod to inlighten our Mnds so far, as to see that some Doctrines which
we once esteened Truths were Errors, & that others which we had esteened
Errors were real Truths. Fromtime to time he has been pleased to afford
us farther Light, and our Principles have been inproving, & our Errors
di m ni shing. Now we are not sure that we are arriv'd at the End of this
Progression, and at the Perfection of Spiritual or Theol ogi cal

Know edge; and we fear that if we should once print our Confession of
Faith, we should feel ourselves as if bound & confin'd by it, and
perhaps be unwilling to receive farther |nprovenent; and our Successors
still nore so, as conceiving what we their El ders & Founders had done,
to be sonething sacred, never to be departed from"- This Mdesty in a
Sect is perhaps a singular Instance in the H story of Mankind, every

ot her Sect supposing itself in Possession of all Truth, and that those
who differ are so far in the Wong: Like a Man travelling in foggy

Weat her: Those at sone Di stance before himon the Road he sees wapt up
in the Fog, as well as those behind him and also the People in the

Fi el ds on each side; but neer himall appears clear.- Tho' in truth he
is as much in the Fog as any of them To avoid this kind of

Enbarrassment the Quakers have of | ate Years been gradually declining
the public Service in the Assenbly & in the Magi stracy. Chusing rather
to quit their Power than their Principle.

In Order of Time I should have nentioned before, that having in 1742
i nvented an open Stove, for the better warm ng of Roons and at the sane
time saving Fuel, as the fresh Air admtted was warned in Entring,
made a Present of the Mbdel to M Robert Gace, one of ny early Friends,
who having an Iron Furnace, found the Casting of the Plates for these
Stoves a profitable Thing, as they were growing in Demand. To pronote
that Demand | wote and published a Panphlet Intitled, An Account of
t he New | nvented PENNSYLVANI A FI RE PLACES: Werein their Construction &
manner of COperation is particularly explained, their Advantages above
every ot her Method of warm ng Roons denonstrated; and all Objections
t hat have been rai sed agai nst the Use of them answered & obvi ated, &c.
Thi s Panmphl et had a good Effect, Governor Thonmas was so pleas'd with the
Construction of this Stove, as describ'd in it that he offer'd to give
me a Patent for the sole Vending of themfor a Term of Years; but |
declin'd it froma Principle which has ever weigh'd with me on such
Cccasions, viz. That as we enjoy great Advantages fromthe Inventions
of others, we should be glad of an Opportunity to serve others by any
Invention of ours, and this we should do freely and generously. An
I ronmonger in London, however, after assum ng a good deal of my Panphl et
& working it up into his own, and maki ng sone small Changes in the
Machi ne, which rather hurt its Operation, got a Patent for it there, and
made as | was told a little Fortune by it.- And this is not the only
I nstance of Patents taken out for ny Inventions by others, tho not
al ways with the same Success:- which | never contested, as having no
Desire of profiting by Patents ny self, and hating Di sputes.- The Use of
these Fireplaces in very many Houses both of this and the nei ghbouring
Col oni es, has been and is a great Saving of Wod to the Inhabitants.-

Peace bei ng concl uded, and the Association Business therefore at an
End, | turn'd ny Thoughts again to the Affair of establishing an
Acadeny. The first Step | took was to associate in the Design a Nunber
of active Friends, of whomthe Junto furnished a good Part; the next was



to wite and publish a Panphlet intitled, Proposals relating to the

Education of Youth in Pennsylvania. - This | distributed anong the
principal Inhabitants gratis; and as soon as | coul d suppose their M nds
alittle prepared by the Perusal of it, | set on foot a Subscription for

Openi ng and Supporting an Acadeny; it was to be paid in Quotas yearly
for Five Years; by so dividing it | judg' d the Subscription mght be
larger, and | believe it was so, ampunting to no less (if | renenber
right) than Five thousand Pounds.- In the Introduction to these
Proposals, | stated their Publication not as an Act of mine, but of sone

publick-spirited Gentlenen; avoiding as nuch as |I could, according to
my usual Rule, the presenting nyself to the Publick as the Author of any
Scheme for their Benefit.-

The Subscribers, to carry the Project into i mediate Execution chose
out of their Nunmber Twenty-four Trustees, and appointed M Francis, then
Attorney CGeneral, and mnyself, to draw up Constitutions for the
Governent of the Acadeny, which being done and signed, an House was
hired, Masters engag'd and the Schools opened I think in the same Year
1749. The Schol ars encreasing fast, the House was soon found too small
and we were |ooking out for a Piece of Ground properly situated, with
Intention to build, when Providence threwinto our way a | arge House
ready built, which with a few Alterations mght well serve our purpose
this was the Building before nentioned erected by the Hearers of M
VWitefield, and was obtain'd for us in the foll ow ng Manner

It is to be noted, that the Contributions to this Building being nade
by People of different Sects, Care was taken in the Nom nation of
Trustees, in whomthe Building & G ound was to be vested, that a
Predom nancy should not be given to any Sect, lest in tinme that
Predom nancy ni ght be a nmeans of appropriating the whole to the Use of
such Sect, contrary to the original Intention; it was therefore that one
of each Sect was appointed, viz. one Church-of-Engl and- man, one
Presbyterian, one Baptist, one Mravian, &. Those in case of Vacancy by
Death were to fill it by Election fromanong the Contributors. The
Mor avi an happen'd not to please his Coll eagues, and on his Death, they
resol ved to have no other of that Sect. The Difficulty then was, how to
avoi d having two of sone other Sect, by neans of the new Choice. Severa
Persons were naned and for that Reason not agreed to. At |ength one
mention'd ne, with the Cbservation that | was nerely an honest Man, & of
no Sect at all; which prevail'd with themto chuse nme. The Ent husi asm
whi ch exi sted when the House was built, had |ong since abated, and its
Trust ees had not been able to procure fresh Contributions for paying the
G ound Rent, and di scharging some other Debts the Building had
occasion'd, which enbarrass'd themgreatly. Being now a Menber of both
Sets of Trustees, that for the Building & that for the Acadeny, | had
good Qpportunity of negociating with both, & brought themfinally to an
Agreenent, by which the Trustees for the Building were to cede it to
those of the Acadeny, the latter undertaking to discharge the Debt, to
keep forever open in the Building a |arge Hall for occasional Preachers
according to the original Intention, and maintain a Free School for the
Instruction of poor Children. Witings were accordingly drawn, and on
payi ng the Debts the Trustees of the Acadeny were put in Possession of
the Prem ses, and by dividing the great & lofty Hall into Stories, and
di fferent Roons above & bel ow for the several Schools, and purchasing
some additional G ound, the whole was soon made fit for our purpose, and
the Scholars renmov'd into the Building. The Care and Troubl e of agreeing
wi th the Worknen, purchasing Materials, and superintending the Wrk fel



upon ne, and | went thro' it the nore chearfully, as it did not then
interfere with ny private Business, having the Year before taken a very
abl e, industrious & honest Partner, M David Hall, w th whose Character
I was well acquainted, as he had work'd for ne four Years. He took off
nmy Hands all Care of the Printing-Ofice, paying ne punctually my Share
of the Profits. This Partnership continued Ei ghteen Years, successfully
for us both. -

The Trustees of the Acadeny after a while were incorporated by a
Charter fromthe Governor; their Funds were increas'd by Contributions
in Britain, and Grants of Land fromthe Proprietaries, to which the
Assenbly has since made considerable Addition, and thus was established
the present University of Philadel phia. | have been continued one of its
Trustees fromthe Begi nning, now near forty Years, and have had the very
great Pleasure of seeing a Nunber of the Youth who have receiv'd their
Education in it, distinguish'd by their inprov'd Abilities, serviceable
in public Stations, and O nanents to their Country.

VWhen | disengag' d nyself as above nentioned from private Business,
flatter'd nyself that, by the sufficient tho' noderate Fortune | had
acquir'd, | had secur'd Leisure during the rest of ny Life, for
Phi | osophi cal Studies and Amusenents; | purchas'd all Dr Spence's
Appar at us, who had cone from England to | ecture here; and | proceeded in
nmy Electrical Experinents with great Alacrity; but the Publick now
considering ne as a Man of Leisure, laid hold of nme for their Purposes;
every Part of our Civil CGovernnent, and al nost at the sane tine,

i mposi ng some Duty upon me. The CGovernor put me into the Comm ssion of

t he Peace; the Corporation of the Gty chose ne of the Common Counci l
and soon after an Alderman; and the Citizens at |arge chose ne a Burgess
to represent themin Assenbly. This latter Station was the nore agreable
tone, as | was at length tired with sitting there to hear Debates in
which as Cerk | could take no part, and which were often so
unentertaining, that I was induc'd to anuse nyself with maki ng magi c
Squares, or Circles, or any thing to avoid Wariness. And | conceiv'd ny
becom ng a Menber woul d enl arge nmy Power of doing Good. | would not
however insinuate that ny Anbition was not flatter'd by all these
Promotions. It certainly was. For considering ny | ow Beginning they were
great Things to nme. And they were still nore pleasing, as being so nmany
spont aneous Testinonies of the public's good Opinion, and by ne entirely
unsol i cited.

The O fice of Justice of the Peace | try'd a little, by attending a
few Courts, and sitting on the Bench to hear Causes. But finding that
nore Know edge of the Common Law than | possess’'d, was necessary to act
in that Station with Credit, | gradually withdrew fromit, excusing
nmysel f by ny being oblig'd to attend the higher Dutys of a Legislator in
the Assenbly. My Election to this Trust was repeated every Year for Ten
Years, w thout nmy ever asking any Elector for his Vote, or signifying
either directly or indirectly any Desire of being chosen.- On taking ny
Seat in the House, ny Son was appointed their Cerk

The Year following, a Treaty being to be held with the Indians at
Carlisle, the Governor sent a Message to the House, proposing that they
shoul d nonmi nate sone of their Menbers to be join'd with sone Menbers of
Counci| as Commi ssioners for that purpose. The House namid t he Speaker
(M Norris) and nmy self; and being commission"d we went to Carlisle, and
met the Indians accordingly.- As those People are extreamy apt to get



drunk, and when so are very quarrel sone & disorderly, we strictly forbad
the selling any Liquor to them and when they conplain'd of this
Restriction, we told themthat if they would continue sober during the
Treaty, we would give them Plenty of Rum when Busi ness was over. They
proms'd this; and they kept their Prom se- because they could get no

Li quor- and the Treaty was conducted very orderly, and concluded to

mut ual Satisfaction. They then claimd and receivid the Rum This was in
the Afternoon. They were near 100 Men, Wwnen & Children, and were | odg'd
in tenporary Cabins built in the Formof a Square just w thout the Town.
In the Evening, hearing a great Noi se anong them the Comm ssioners
wal k' d out to see what was the Matter. We found they had nade a great
Bonfire in the Mddle of the Square. They were all drunk Men and Wbnen,
quarrelling and fighting. Their dark-col our'd Bodies, half naked, seen
only by the gl oony Light of the Bonfire, running after and beating one
another with Firebrands, acconpanied by their horrid Yellings, formd a
Scene the npbst resenbling our Ideas of Hell that could well be inmagin'd.
There was no appeasing the Tunult, and we retired to our Lodging. At

M dni ght a Nunber of them cane thundering at our Door, demandi ng nore
Rum of which we took no Notice. The next Day, sensible they had

m sbehav'd in giving us that D sturbance, they sent three of their old
Counsel lors to make their Apol ogy. The Orator acknow edg'd the Fault,

but laid it upon the Runmi and then endeavour'd to excuse the Rum by
saying, "The great Spirit who nmade all things made every thing for sone
Use, and whatever Use he design'd any thing for, that Use it should

al ways be put to; Now, when he made Rum he said, LET TH S BE FOR

INDI ANS TO GET DRUNK WTH. And it nust be so." - And indeed if it be
the Design of Providence to extirpate these Savages in order to nmake
roomfor Cultivators of the Earth, it seens not inprobable that Rum may
be the appointed Means. It has already annihilated all the Tribes who
formerly inhabited the Seacoast. -

In 1751 Dr Thomas Bond, a particular Friend of mine, conceiv'd the
| dea of establishing a Hospital in Philadel phia for the Reception and
Cure of poor sick Persons, whether Inhabitants of the Province or
Strangers. A very beneficent Design, which has been ascrib'd to ne, but
was originally his. He was zeal ous & active in endeavouring to procure
Subscriptions for it; but the Proposal being a Novelty in Anerica, and
at first not well understood, he net with small Success. At length he
came to nme, with the Conplinent that he found there was no such thing as
carrying a public Spirited Project through, w thout my being concern'd
init; "for, says he, | amoften ask'd by those to whom | propose
Subscri bi ng, Have you consulted Franklin upon this Business? and what
does he think of it?- And when | tell themthat | have not, (supposing
it rather out of your Line,) they do not subscribe, but say they wll
consider of it." I enquir'd into the Nature, & probable Uility of his
Schene, and receiving fromhima very satisfactory Explanation, | not
only subscrib'd to it nyself, but engag'd heartily in the Design of
Procuring Subscriptions fromothers. Previous however to the
Solicitation, | endeavoured to prepare the Mnds of the People by
witing on the Subject in the Newspapers, which was ny usual Customin
such Cases, but which he had omtted. The Subscriptions afterwards were
nore free and generous, but beginning to flag, | saw they would be
insufficient without sone Assistance fromthe Assenbly, and therefore
propos'd to petition for it, which was done. The Country Menbers did not
at first relish the Project. They objected that it could only be
serviceable to the Cty, and therefore the Citizens should al one be at
t he Expence of it; and they doubted whether the Citizens thensel ves



general ly approv'd of it: My Allegation on the contrary, that it met

wi th such Approbation as to | eave no doubt of our being able to raise
2000L by voluntary Donations, they considered as a nost extravagant
Supposition, and utterly inpossible. On this | formid ny Plan; and
asking Leave to bring in a Bill, for incorporating the Contributors,
according to the Prayers of their Petition, and granting them a bl ank
Sum of Money, which Leave was obtain'd chiefly on the Consideration that
the House could throwthe Bill out if they did not like it, | drewit so
as to make the inportant Clause a conditional One, viz. "And be it
enacted by the Authority aforesaid That when the said Contributors shall
have net and chosen their Managers and Treasurer, and shall have raised
by their Contribution a Capital Stock of 2000L Value, (the yearly
Interest of which is to be applied to the Accommodating of the Sick Poor
in the said Hospital, free of Charge for Diet, Attendance, Advice and
Medi ci nes) and shall make the sane appear to the Satisfaction of the
Speaker of the Assenbly for the tine being; that then it shall and
may be |lawful for the said Speaker, and he is hereby required to sign an
Order on the Provincial Treasurer for the Payment of Two Thousand Pounds
in two yearly Payments, to the Treasurer of the said Hospital, to be
applied to the Founding, Building and Fi nishing of the same."”- This
Condition carried the Bill through; for the Menbers who had oppos'd the
Grant, and now conceiv'd they m ght have the Credit of being charitable
wi t hout the Expence, agreed to its Passage; And then in soliciting
Subscri ptions anong the People we urg'd the conditional Pronise of the
Law as an additional Mdtive to give, since every Man's Donation woul d be
doubl ed. Thus the C ause work'd both ways. The Subscriptions accordingly
soon exceeded the requisite Sum and we claimd and receiv'd the Public
G ft, which enabled us to carry the Design into Execution. A convenient
and handsonme Buil di ng was soon erected, the Institution has by constant
Experience been found useful, and flourishes to this Day.- And | do not
renenber any of my political Maneuvres, the Success of which gave ne at
the tine nore Pleasure. Or that in after-thinking of it, | nore easily
excus'd ny-self for having nmade sone Use of Cunning.-

It was about this tinme that another Projector, the Reverend G | bert
Tennent, cane to nme, with a Request that | would assist himin procuring
a Subscription for erecting a new Meetinghouse. It was to be for the Use
of a Congregation he had gathered anong the Presbyterians who were
originally Disciples of M Whitefield. Umwilling to make nysel f
di sagreable to ny fellow Citizens, by too frequently soliciting their

Contributions, | absolutely refus'd. He then desir'd I would furnish him
with a List of the Nanes of Persons | knew by Experience to be generous
and public-spirited. | thought it would be unbeconming in nme, after their

ki nd Conpliance with ny Solicitations, to mark themout to be worried by
ot her Beggars, and therefore refus'd also to give such a List.- He then
desir'd | would at least give himny Advice. That | will readily do,
said |I; and, in the first Place, | advise you to apply to all those whom
you know wi Il give sonething; next to those whomyou are uncertain

whet her they will give any thing or not; and show themthe List of those
who have given: and lastly, do not neglect those who you are sure wll
give nothing; for in some of themyou may be m staken.- He | augh'd, and
thank'd nme, and said he would take ny Advice. He did so, for he ask'd of
every body; and he obtain'd a much |arger Sumthan he expected, wth
whi ch he erected the capaci ous and very el egant Meeti ng- house t hat
stands in Arch street. -

Qur City, tho' laid out with a beautiful Regularity, the Streets



| arge, strait, and crossing each other at right Angles, had the Disgrace
of suffering those Streets to remain |ong unpav'd, and in wet \Wather

t he Wheel s of heavy Carriages plough'd theminto a Quagmire, so that it
was difficult to cross them And in dry Wather the Dust was of fensive.
| had liv'd near what was call'd the Jersey Market, and saw with Pain
the I nhabitants wading in Mud while purchasing their Provisions. A Strip
of Ground down the mddle of that Market was at length pav'd with Bri ck,
so that being once in the Market they had firm Footing, but were often
over Shoes in Dirt to get there.- By talking and witing on the Subject,
| was at length instrumental in getting the Street pav'd with Stone

bet ween the Market and the brick'd Foot-Pavenent that was on each Side
next the Houses. This for sone tine gave an easy Access to the Market,
dry-shod. But the rest of the Street not being pav'd, whenever a
Carriage canme out of the Mud upon this Pavenent, it shook off and |eft
its Dirt onit, and it was soon cover'd with Mre, which was not
renov'd, the City as yet having no Scavengers.- After some Enquiry I
found a poor industrious Man, who was willing to undertake keeping the
Paverment clean, by sweeping it twice a week & carrying off the Dirt from
before all the Neighbours Doors, for the Sum of Sixpence per Month, to
be paid by each House. | then wote and printed a Paper, setting forth
t he Advantages to the Nei ghbourhood that m ght be obtain'd by this small
Expence; the greater Ease in keeping our Houses clean, so rmuch Dirt not
bei ng brought in by People's Feet; the Benefit to the Shops by nore
Custom as Buyers could nore easily get at them and by not having in
wi ndy Weat her the Dust blown in upon their Goods, &c. &c. | sent one of
t hese Papers to each House, and in a Day or two went round to see who
woul d subscri be an Agreenent to pay these Sixpences. It was unani nously
sign'd, and for a time well executed. Al the Inhabitants of the Gty
were delighted with the C eanliness of the Pavenent that surrounded the
Market; it being a Convenience to all; and this rais'd a general Desire
to have all the Streets paved; & nmade the People nore willing to submt
to a Tax for that purpose. After sone tine | drewa Bill for Paving the
Cty, and brought it into the Assenbly. It was just before I went to
Engl and in 1757 and did not pass till I was gone, and then with an
Alteration in the Mbde of Assessment, which I thought not for the
better, but with an additional Provision for lighting as well as Paving
the Streets, which was a great Inprovenent.- It was by a private Person,
the late M John Cifton, his giving a Sanple of the Uility of Lanps by
pl aci ng one at his Door, that the People were first inpress'd with the
Idea of enlightning all the City. The Honour of this public Benefit has
al so been ascrib'd to ne, but it belongs truly to that Gentleman. | did
but follow his Exanple; and have only some Merit to claimrespecting the
Form of our Lanps as differing fromthe G obe Lanps we at first were
supply'd with from London. Those we found inconvenient in these
respects; they admitted no Air bel ow, the Snmoke therefore did not
readily go out above, but circulated in the dobe, lodg'd on its Inside,
and soon obstructed the Light they were intended to afford; giving,

besi des, the daily Trouble of wi ping themclean: and an acci dent al
Stroke on one of themwould denolish it, & render it totally useless. |
t heref ore suggested the conposing them of four flat Panes, with a |ong
Funnel above to draw up the Snoke, and Crevices admitting Air below, to
facilitate the Ascent of the Snoke. By this nmeans they were kept clean,
and did not grow dark in a few Hours as the London Lanps do, but
continu'd bright till Mrning; and an accidental Stroke woul d generally
break but a single Pane, easily repair'd. | have sonetimes wonder'd that
the Londoners did not, fromthe Effect Holes in the Bottomof the d obe
Lanps us'd at Vauxhall, have in keeping themclean, learn to have such



Holes in their Street Lanps. But those Hol es being made for another

pur pose, viz. to comunicate Flanme nore suddenly to the Wck, by a
little Flax hanging down thro' them the other Use of letting in Air
seens not to have been thought of.- And therefore, after the Lanps have
been Iit a few Hours, the Streets of London are very poorly

illum nated. -

The Mention of these Inprovements puts nme in mnd of one | propos'd
when in London, to Dr Fothergill, who was anong the best Men | have
known, and a great Pronoter of useful Projects. | had observ'd that the
Streets when dry were never swept and the |ight Dust carried away, but
it was suffer'd to accunulate till wet Wather reduc'd it to Mud, and
then after |lying sone Days so deep on the Pavenment that there was no
Crossing but in Paths kept clean by poor People with Broons, it was with
great Labour rak'd together & thrown up into Carts open above, the Sides
of which suffer'd sone of the Slush at every jolt on the Pavenent to
shake out and fall, sone tines to the Annoyance of Foot-Passengers. The
Reason given for not sweeping the dusty Streets was, that the Dust woul d
fly into the Wndows of Shops and Houses. An accidental Occurrence had
i nstructed me how nuch Sweeping m ght be done in a little Tine. | found
at nmy Door in Craven Street one Mdrning a poor Wnman sweepi ng ny
Paverment with a birch Broom She appeared very pale & feeble as just
come out of a Fit of Sickness. | ask'd who enmploy'd her to sweep there
She said, "Nobody; but | amvery poor and in Distress, and | sweeps
bef ore Gentl ef ol keses Doors, and hopes they will give ne sonmething." |

bid her sweep the whole Street clean and I would give her a Shilling.
This was at 9 aC ock. At 12 she cane for the Shilling. Fromthe Sl owness
| saw at first in her Wrking, | could scarce believe that the Wrk was

done so soon, and sent my Servant to examine it, who reported that the
whol e Street was swept perfectly clean, and all the Dust plac'd in the
Qutter which was in the Mddle. And the next Rain wash'd it quite away,
so that the Pavenent & even the Kennel were perfectly clean.- | then
judg'd that if that feeble Wman could sweep such a Street in 3 Hours, a
strong active Man m ght have done it in half the tine. And here let ne
remark the Conveni ence of having but one Gutter in such a narrow Street,
runni ng down its Mddle, instead of two, one on each Side near the
Footway. For Were all the Rain that falls on a Street runs fromthe
Sides and neets in the mddle, it fornms there a Current strong enough to
wash away all the Mud it neets with: But when divided into two Channel s,
it is often too weak to cleanse either, and only nakes the Mid it finds
nmore fluid, so that the Weels of Carriages and Feet of Horses throw and
dash it up on the Foot Pavenent which is thereby rendred foul and
slippery, and sonetimes splash it upon those who are wal king.- M
Proposal comunicated to the good Doctor, was as foll ows.

"For the nore effectual cleaning and keeping clean the Streets of
London and Westminster, it is proposed,

"That the several Watchmen be contracted with to have the Dust swept
up in dry Seasons, and the Miud rak'd up at other Tines, each in the
several Streets & Lanes of his Round.

"That they be furnish'd with Broons and ot her proper Instrunents for
t hese purposes, to be kept at their respective Stands, ready to furnish
t he poor People they may enploy in the Service.

"That in the dry Sumer Months the Dust be all swept up into Heaps at



proper Distances, before the Shops and W ndows of Houses are usually
opened: when the Scavengers with cl ose-covered Carts shall also carry it
all away. -

"That the Mud when rak'd up be not left in Heaps to be spread abroad
again by the Wieels of Carriages & Tranpling of Horses; but that the
Scavengers be provided with Bodies of Carts, not plac'd high upon
VWheel s, but |low upon Sliders; with Lattice Bottons, which being cover'd
with Straw, will retain the Mud thrown into them and permt the Water
to drain fromit, whereby it will become much lighter, Water making the
greatest Part of its Wight. These Bodies of Carts to be plac'd at
conveni ent Di stances, and the Mid brought to themin Wheel barrows, they
remai ning where plac'd till the Mud is drain'd, and then Horses brought
to draw t hem away. " -

| have since had Doubts of the Practicability of the latter Part of
this Proposal, on Account of the Narrowness of some Streets, and the
Difficulty of placing the Draining Sleds so as not to encunber too nmuch
the Passage: But | amstill of Opinion that the fornmer, requiring the
Dust, to be swept up & carry'd away before the Shops are open, is very
practicable in the Sumrer, when the Days are long. For in walking thro
the Strand and Fl eet street one Mbrning at 7 aCl ock | observ'd there was
not one shop open tho' it had been Day-light & the Sun up above three
Hours. The I nhabitants of London chusing voluntarily to live nmuch by
Candl e Light, and sleep by Sunshine; and yet often conplain a little
absurdly, of the Duty on Candles and the high Price of Tallow. -

Sonme may think these trifling Matters not worth m nding or relating:
But when they consider, that tho' Dust blown into the Eyes of a single
Person or into a single Shop on a windy Day, is but of small I|nportance,
yet the great Nunber of the Instances in a populous CGty, and its
frequent Repetitions give it Wight & Consequence; perhaps they wll not
censure very severely those who bestow sone of Attention to Affairs of
this seemingly |l ow Nature. Human Felicity is produc'd not so nuch by
great Pieces of good Fortune that sel dom happen, as by little Advantages
that occur every Day. Thus if you teach a poor young Man to shave
hi nsel f and keep his Razor in order, you may contribute nore to the
Happi ness of his Life than in giving hima 1000 Gui neas. The Mney nmay
be soon spent, and the Regret only remaining of having foolishly
consumid it. But in the other Case he escapes the frequent Vexation of
waiting for Barbers, & of their sonetinmes, dirty Fingers, offensive
Breat hs and dull Razors. He shaves when nost convenient to him and
enjoys daily the Pleasure of its being done with a good Instrunent. -
Wth these Sentinents | have hazarded the few precedi ng Pages, hoping
they may afford Hi nts which sone tine or other may be useful to a Gty I
| ove, having lived many Years in it very happily; and perhaps to sone of
our Towns in Anerica. -

Havi ng been for sone tine enployed by the Postmaster General of
America, as his Conptroller, in regulating the several Ofices, and
bringing the Oficers to account, | was upon his Death in 1753 appoi nted
jointly with M WIIliamHunter to succeed himby a Conmm ssion fromthe
Post master CGeneral in England. The Anerican O fice had never hitherto
paid any thing to that of Britain. W were to have 600L a Year between
us if we could nake that Sumout of the Profits of the Ofice. To do
this, a Variety of Inprovenents were necessary; sone of these were
inevitably at first expensive; so that in the first four Years the



O fice became above 900L in debt to us.- But it soon after began to
repay us, and before | was displac'd, by a Freak of the Mnister's, of
which | shall speak hereafter, we had brought it to yield three tines
as much cl ear Revenue to the Crown as the Post-Ofice of Ireland. Since
that inprudent Transaction, they have receiv'd fromit,- Not one

Fart hi ng. -

The Busi ness of the Post-Ofice occasion'd nmy taking a Journey this
Year to New Engl and, where the College of Canbridge of their own Mbdtion,
presented ne with the Degree of Master of Arts. Yale College in
Connecticut, had before made nme a simlar Conplinent. Thus wi thout
studying in any College | came to partake of their Honours. They were
confer'd in Consideration of nmy Inprovenments & Discoveries in the
el ectric Branch of Natural Phil osophy. -

In 1754, War with France bei ng agai n apprehended, a Congress of
Conmi ssioners fromthe different Col onies, was by an Order of the Lords
of Trade, to be assenbled at Al bany, there to confer with the Chiefs of
the Six Nations, concerning the Means of defending both their Country
and ours. Governor Hamlton, having receiv'd this Order, acquainted the
House with it, requesting they would furnish proper Presents for the
I ndians to be given on this Cccasion; and nam ng the Speaker (M Norris)
and ny self, to join M Thomas Penn & M Secretary Peters, as
Conmi ssioners to act for Pennsylvania. The House approv'd the
Nom nati on, and provi ded the Goods for the Present, tho' they did not
much i ke treating out of the Province, and we net the other
Conmi ssioners and nmet at Al bany about the Mddle of June. In our Wy

thither, | projected and drew up a Plan for the Union of all the
Col oni es, under one Government so far as nmight be necessary for Defence,
and ot her inportant general Purposes. As we pass'd thro' New York, | had

there shown nmy Project to M Janes Al exander & M Kennedy, two Gentl enen
of great Knowl edge in public Affairs, and being fortified by their
Approbation | ventur'd to lay it before the Congress. It then appear'd
that several of the Conm ssioners had formid Plans of the same kind. A
previous Question was first taken whether a Union should be established,
which pass'd in the Affirmative unani nously. A Comrittee was then

appoi nted. One Menber from each Col ony, to consider the several Plans
and report. Mne happen'd to be prefer'd, and with a few Anendnents was
accordingly reported. By this Plan, the general Governnent was to be
adm ni stred by a President General appointed and supported by the Crown,
and a Grand Council to be chosen by the Representatives of the People of
the several Colonies nmet in their respective Assenblies. The Debates
upon it in Congress went on daily hand in hand with the Indian Busi ness.
Many Objections and Difficulties were started, but at length they were
all overcome, and the Plan was unani nously agreed to, and Copi es ordered
to be transmtted to the Board of Trade and to the Assenblies of the
several Provinces. Its Fate was singular. The Assenblies did not adopt
it, as they all thought there was too much Prerogative in it; and in
England it was judg'd to have too much of the Denocratic: The Board of
Trade therefore did not approve of it; nor recommend it for the
Approbation of his Mjesty; but another Schene was form d (suppos'd
better to answer the sane Purpose) whereby the Governors of the
Provinces with some Menbers of their respective Councils were to neet
and order the raising of Troops, building of Forts, &c. &c to draw on
the Treasury of Great Britain for the Expence, which was afterwards to
be refunded by an Act of Parlianent |aying a Tax on America. My Plan,
with ny Reasons in support of it, is to be found anong ny political



Papers that are printed. Being the Wnter following in Boston, | had
much Conversation with Governor Shirley upon both the Plans. Part of
what pass'd between us on the Cccasion nay al so be seen anong those
Papers.- The different & contrary Reasons of dislike to ny Plan, nmakes
me suspect that it was really the true Medium & I amstill of Opinion
it would have been happy for both Sides the Water if it had been
adopted. The Col onies so united would have been sufficiently strong to
have defended thensel ves; there would then have been no need of Troops
from Engl and; of course the subsequent Pretence for Taxing America, and
t he bl oody Contest it occasioned, would have been avoi ded. But such

M st akes are not new, History is full of the Errors of States & Princes.

"Look round the habitable Wrld, how few
Know t heir own Good, or knowing it pursue.”

Those who govern, having much Busi ness on their hands, do not
generally like to take the Trouble of considering and carrying into
Execution new Projects. The best public Measures are therefore sel dom

adopted from previous Wsdom but forc'd by the Cccasion.

The Governor of Pennsylvania in sending it down to the Assenbly,
express'd his Approbation of the Plan "as appearing to himto be drawn
up with great Cearness & Strength of Judgment, and therefore
recommended it as well worthy their closest & nost serious Attention.”
The House however, by the Managenent of a certain Menber, took it up
when | happen'd to be absent, which I thought not very fair, and
reprobated it w thout paying any Attention to it at all, to my no snall
Mortification.

In ny Journey to Boston this Year | met at New York with our new
CGovernor, M Morris, just arriv'd there fromEngl and, with whom | had
been before intimately acquai nted. He brought a Comm ssion to supersede
M Hamilton, who, tir'd with the Disputes his Proprietary Instructions
subjected himto, had resigned. M Mrris ask'd ne, if | thought he nust
expect as unconfortable an Administration. | said, No; you may on the
contrary have a very confortable one, if you will only take care not to
enter into any Dispute with the Assenbly; "My dear Friend, says he,

pl easantly, how can you advi se ny avoi di ng Di sputes. You know | | ove
Disputing; it is one of nmy greatest Pleasures: However, to show the
Regard | have for your Counsel, | promse youl will if possible avoid

them" He had sone Reason for loving to dispute, being eloquent, an
acute Sophister, and therefore generally successful in argunentative
Conversation. He had been brought up to it froma Boy, his Father (as |
have heard) accustoming his Children to dispute with one another for his
Diversion while sitting at Table after Dinner. But | think the Practice
was not wise, for in the Course of my Cbservation, these disputing,
contradicting & confuting People are generally unfortunate in their
Affairs. They get Victory sonetinmes, but they never get Good WII, which
woul d be of nore use to them W parted, he going to Phil adel phia, and I
to Boston. In returning, I net at New York with the Votes of the
Assenbly, by which it appear'd that notw thstanding his Prom se to ne,
he and the House were already in high Contention, and it was a conti nual
Battl e between them as long as he retain'd the Governnent. | had ny
Share of it; for as soon as | got back to ny Seat in the Assenbly, | was
put on every Conmittee for answering his Speeches and Messages, and by
the Conmittees always desired to make the Drafts. Qur Answers as well as
his Messages were often tart, and sonetines indecently abusive. And as



he knew | wote for the Assenbly, one m ght have inmagi ned that when we
met we could hardly avoid cutting Throats. But he was so good-natur'd a
Man, that no personal Difference between himand ne was occasion' d by
the Contest, and we often din'd together. One Afternoon in the height of
this public Quarrel, we net in the Street. "Franklin, says he, you nust
go home with me and spend the Evening. | amto have sone Conpany t hat
you will like;" and taking me by the Armhe led me to his House. In gay
Conversation over our Wne after Supper he told us Jokingly that he much
admr'd the Idea of Sancho Panza, who when it was propos'd to give hima
Governnment, requested it mght be a Governnment of Blacks, as then, if
he could not agree with his People he mght sell them One of his
Friends who sat next nme, says, "Franklin, why do you continue to side

wi th these damm' d Quakers? had not you better sell thenfP the Proprietor
woul d give you a good Price." The Governor, says |, has not yet

bl ack' d them enough. He had indeed | abour'd hard to bl acken the
Assenbly in all his Messages, but they wip'd off his Colouring as fast
as he laid it on, and plac'd it in return thick upon his own Face; so
that finding he was likely to be negrify'd hinself, he as well as M
Ham I ton, grewtir'd of the Contest, and quitted the Governnent.

These public Quarrels were all at bottomow ng to the Proprietaries,
our hereditary Governors; who when any Expence was to be incurr'd for
the Defence of their Province, with incredible Meanness instructed their
Deputies to pass no Act for |levying the necessary Taxes, unless their
vast Estates were in the same Act expresly excused; and they had even
taken Bonds of those Deputies to observe such Instructions. The
Assenblies for three Years held out against this Injustice, Tho'
constrain'd to bend at last. At length Capt. Denny, who was Gover nor
Morris's Successor, ventur'd to di sobey those Instructions; how that was
brought about | shall show hereafter.

But | amgot forward too fast with nmy Story; there are still sonme
Transactions to be nentioned that happened during the Admi nistration of
Governor Morris. -

War being, in a manner, conmenced with France, the CGovernnent of
Massachusetts Bay projected an Attack upon Crown Point, and sent M
Qui ncy to Pennsylvania, and M Pownal |, afterwards Governor Pownall, to
N. York to sollicit Assistance. As | was in the Assenbly, knewits
Tenper, & was M Quincy's Countryman, he apply'd to me for nmy Influence

& Assistance. | dictated his Address to them which was well receiv'd.
They voted an Aid of Ten Thousand Pounds, to be laid out in Provisions.
But the Governor refusing his Assent to their Bill, (which included this

with other Suns granted for the Use of the Crown) unless a O ause were
i nserted exenpting the Proprietary Estate from bearing any Part of the
Tax that woul d be necessary, the Assenbly, tho' very desirous of making
their Grant to New England effectual, were at a Loss how to acconplish
it. M Quincy |laboured hard with the Governor to obtain his Assent, but
he was obstinate. | then suggested a Method of doing the Business

wi t hout the Governor, by Orders on the Trustees of the Loan-Ofice,

whi ch by Law the Assenbly had the Ri ght of Drawi ng. There was indeed
little or no Money at that tinme in the Ofice, and therefor | propos'd
that the Orders should be payable in a Year and to bear an Interest of
Five percent. Wth these Orders | suppos'd the Provisions mght easily
be purchas'd. The Assenbly with very little Hesitation adopted the
Proposal . The Orders were imediately printed, and I was one of the
Conmittee directed to sign and di spose of them The Fund for Paying them



was the Interest of all the Paper Currency then extant in the Province
upon Loan, together with the Revenue arising fromthe Excise which being
known to be nore than sufficient, they obtain'd instant Credit, and were
not only receiv'd in Payment for the Provisions, but many noney'd Peopl e
who had Cash lying by them vested it in those Orders, which they found
advant ageous, as they bore Interest while upon hand, and m ght on any
Cccasi on be used as Money: So that they were eagerly all bought up, and
in a few Weks none of themwere to be seen. Thus this inportant Affair
was by ny neans conpleated, M Quincy return'd Thanks to the Assenbly in
a handsonme Menorial, went hone highly pleas'd with the Success of his
Enbassy, and ever after bore for ne the nost cordial and affectionate
Fri endshi p. -

The British Governnment not chusing to permt the Union of the
Col oni es, as propos'd at Al bany, and to trust that Union with their
Def ence, lest they should thereby growtoo mlitary, and feel their own
Strength, Suspicions & Jealousies at this time being entertain'd of
them sent over Ceneral Braddock with two Regi ments of Regul ar English
Troops for that purpose. He |landed at Alexandria in Virginia, and thence
march'd to Frederic Town in Maryl and, where he halted for Carriages. Qur
Assenbl y apprehendi ng, fromsonme Information, that he had conceived
vi ol ent Prejudi ces agai nst them as averse to the Service, wish'd ne to
wait upon him not as fromthem but as Postmaster CGeneral, under the
gui se of proposing to settle with himthe Mde of conducting with nost
Celerity and Certainty the Di spatches between himand the Governors of
t he several Provinces, with whom he nust necessarily have continua
Cor respondence, and of which they propos'd to pay the Expence. My Son
acconpani ed ne on this Journey. W found the General at Frederic Town,
waiting inmpatiently for the Return of those he had sent thro' the back
Parts of Maryland & Virginia to collect Waggons. | staid with him
several Days, Din"d with himdaily, and had full Qpportunity of renoving
all his Prejudices, by the Informati on of what the Assenbly had before
his Arrival actually done and were still willing to do to facilitate his
Qperations. Wen | was about to depart, the Returns of Waggons to be
obtain'd were brought in, by which it appear'd that they amounted only
to twenty-five, and not all of those were in serviceable Condition. The
Ceneral and all the Oficers were surpriz'd, declar'd the Expedition was
then at an End, being inpossible, and exclaimd against the Mnisters
for ignorantly landing themin a Country destitute of the Means of
conveying their Stores, Baggage, &c. not |ess than 150 WAaggons bei ng
necessary. | happen'd to say, | thought it was pity they had not been
| anded rather in Pennsylvania, as in that Country al nost every Farmer
had his Waggon. The Ceneral eagerly laid hold of ny Wrds, and said,
"Then you, Sir, who are a Man of Interest there, can probably procure
themfor us; and | beg you will undertake it." | ask'd what Ternms were
to be offer'd the Owmers of the Waggons; and | was desir'd to put on
Paper the Terns that appear'd to ne necessary. This | did, and they were
agreed to, and a Commi ssion and Instructions accordingly prepar'd
i medi ately. What those Terns were will appear in the Advertisenment |
publish'd as soon as | arriv'd at Lancaster; which being, fromthe great
and sudden Effect it produc'd, a Piece of some Curiosity, | shall insert
at length, as foll ows.

ADVERTI| SEMENT.
Lancaster, April 26, 1755.

WHEREAS 150 Waggons, with 4 Horses to each Waggon, and 1500 Saddl e or



Pack- Horses are wanted for the Service of his Mjesty's Forces now about
to rendezvous at WIIl's Creek; and his Excellency General Braddock
hat h been pl eased to i npower nme to contract for the Hre of the same; |
hereby give Notice, that | shall attend for that Purpose at Lancaster
fromthis Time till next Wdnesday Evening; and at York from next
Thursday Morning '"till Friday Evening; where | shall be ready to
agree for Waggons and Teans, or single Horses, on the foll owi ng Terns,
Vi z.

1st. That there shall be paid for each Waggon with 4 good Horses and
a Driver, Fifteen Shillings per Dyem And for each able Horse with a
Pack- Saddl e or other Saddle and Furniture, Two Shillings per Diem
And for each able Horse wi thout a Saddl e, Ei ghteen Pence per D em

2dly, That the Pay conmence fromthe Tine of their joining the
Forces at WIIl's Creek (which nmust be on or before the twentieth of
May ensuing) and that a reasonabl e All owance be nade over and above
for the Time necessary for their travelling to WII's Creek and hone
again after their D scharge

3dly, Each Waggon and Team and every Saddl e or Pack Horse is to be
val ued by indifferent Persons, chosen between nme and the Oaner, and in
Case of the Loss of any Waggon, Team or other Horse in the Service, the
Price according to such Valuation, is to be allowed and paid.

4thly, Seven Days Pay is to be advanced and paid in hand by ne to
t he Omer of each Waggon and Team or Horse, at the Time of contracting,
if required; and the Renmainder to be paid by General Braddock, or by
the Paymaster of the Arnmy, at the Tinme of their Discharge, or fromtine
to tine as it shall be denmanded.

5thly, No Drivers of \Waggons, or Persons taking care of the hired
Horses, are on any Account to be called upon to do the Duty of Sol diers,
or be otherw se enploy'd than in conducting or taking Care of their
Carriages and Horses.

6thly, Al Gats, Indian Corn or other Forage, that \Waggons or Horses
bring to the Canp nore than is necessary for the Subsistence of the
Horses, is to be taken for the Use of the Arny, and a reasonable Price
paid for it.

Note. My Son WIlliamFranklin, is inmpowered to enter into |like
Contracts with any Person in Cunberland County.
B. FRANKLI N

To the Inhabitants of the Counties of
Lancaster, York, and Cunberl and.

Friends and Countrynmen,

BEI NG occasionally at the Canp at Frederic a few Days since, | found
the General and Oficers of the Arny extreanly exasperated, on Account
of their not being supply'd with Horses and Carri ages, which had been
expected fromthis Province as nost able to furnish them but thro the
Di ssensi ons between our Governor and Assenbly, Mpney had not been
provi ded nor any Steps taken for that Purpose.

It was proposed to send an arned Force imediately into these



Counties, to seize as many of the best Carriages and Horses as shoul d be
want ed, and conpel as many Persons into the Service as would be
necessary to drive and take care of them

| apprehended that the Progress of a Body of Soldiers thro' these
Counties on such an Cccasion, especially considering the Tenper they are
in, and their Resentnent against us, would be attended with many and
great Inconveniencies to the Inhabitants; and therefore nore willingly
undert ook the Trouble of trying first what m ght be done by fair and
equi t abl e Means.

The Peopl e of these back Counties have lately conplained to the
Assenbly that a sufficient Currency was wanting; you have now an
OQpportunity of receiving and dividing anong you a very consi derabl e Sum
for if the Service of this Expedition should continue (as it's nore than
probable it will) for 120 Days, the Hre of these Waggons and Horses
will amount to upwards of Thirty thousand Pounds, which will be paid
you in Silver and Gold of the King' s Money.

The Service will be light and easy, for the Army will scarce nmarch
above 12 Ml es per Day, and the Waggons and Baggage Horses, as they
carry those Things that are absolutely necessary to the Wl fare of the
Arny, must march with the Arny and no faster, and are, for the Arny's
sake, always plac'd where they can be npbst secure, whether on a March or
in Canp.

If you are really, as | believe you are, good and | oyal Subjects to
H s Majesty, you may now do a nost acceptable Service, and make it easy
to yourselves; for three or four of such as cannot separately spare from
t he Busi ness of their Plantations a Waggon and four Horses and a Driver,
may do it together, one furnishing the Waggon, another one or two
Hor ses; and another the Driver, and divide the Pay proportionably
bet ween you. But if you do not this Service to your King and Country
voluntarily, when such good Pay and reasonable Terns are offered you,
your Loyalty will be strongly suspected; the King' s Business must be
done; so many brave Troops, cone so far for your Defence, nust not stand
idle, thro' your backwardness to do what nay be reasonably expected from
you; WAggons and Horses nust be had; violent Measures will probably be
used; and you will be to seek for a Reconpence where you can find it,
and your Case perhaps be little pitied or regarded.

I have no particular Interest in this Affair; as (except the
Satisfaction of endeavouring to do Good and prevent M schief) | shal
have only ny Labour for my Pains. If this Method of obtaining the

Waggons and Horses is not |like to succeed, | amoblig'd to send Wrd to
the General in fourteen Days; and | suppose Sir John St. dair the
Hussar, with a Body of Soldiers, will inmediately enter the Province,

for the Purpose aforesaid, of which | shall be sorry to hear, because
am
very sincerely and truly
your Friend and Wl -wi sher,
B. FRANKLI N

| receiv'd of the General about 800L to be disburs'd in Advance-noney
to the Waggon-Omers &c: but that Sum being insufficient, I advanc'd
upwards of 200L nmore, and in two Weks, the 150 Waggons with 259
carrying Horses were on their March for the Canp.- The Adverti senent



prom sed Paynent according to the Valuation, in case any Waggon or Horse
shoul d be |l ost. The Oaners however, alledging they did not know Genera
Braddock, or what Dependance mi ght be had on his Prom se, insisted on ny
Bond for the Performance, which | accordingly gave them

VWile | was at the Canp, supping one Evening with the Oficers of Col.
Dunbar's Regi nent, he represented to nme his Concern for the Subalterns,
who he said were generally not in Affluence, and could ill afford in
this dear Country to lay in the Stores that m ght be necessary in so
long a March thro' a W/ derness where nothing was to be purchas'd. |
conmi sserated their Case, and resolved to endeavour procuring them sone
Relief. | said nothing however to himof ny Intention, but wote the
next Morning to the Commttee of Assenbly, who had the Disposition of
some public Money, warnmly recommendi ng the Case of these Oficers to
their Consideration, and proposing that a Present should be sent them of
Necessaries & Refreshnments. My Son, who had had sonme Experience of a
Canp Life, and of its Wants, drew up a List for ne, which |l inclos'd in
my Letter. The Committee approv'd, and used such Diligence, that
conducted by nmy Son, the Stores arrived at the Canp as soon as the
Waggons. They consi sted of 20 Parcels, each containing

I b Loaf Sugar
I b good Muscovado do. -
I b good G een Tea
| b good Bohea do.
| b good ground Cof fee
I b Chocol ate
/2 cwt. best white Biscuit
/2 I'b Pepper
Quart best white Wne Vinegar
G oucester Cheese
Kegg containing 20 | b good Butter
Doz. old Madeira Wne
Gal l ons Jamaica Spirits
Bottle Flour of Mistard
wel | -cur'd Hans
/2 Doz dry'd Tongues
Ib Rice
| b Rai sins.
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These 20 Parcels well pack'd were plac'd on as many Horses, each
Parcel with the Horse, being intended as a Present for one Oficer. They
were very thankfully receiv'd, and the Kindness acknow edg'd by Letters
to ne fromthe Col onels of both Reginents in the nost grateful Terns.
The General too was highly satisfied with ny Conduct in procuring him
t he Waggons, &c. and readily paid ny Account of Disbursenents; thanking
me repeatedly and requesting nmy farther Assistance in sending Provisions
after him | undertook this also, and was busily enploy'd init till we
heard of his Defeat, advancing, for the Service, of ny own Nboney,
upwards of 1000L Sterling, of which I sent himan Account. It cane to
his Hands luckily for me a few Days before the Battle, and he return'd
me i medi ately an Order on the Paymaster for the round Sum of 1000L
| eavi ng the Rerai nder to the next Account. | consider this Paynent as
good Luck; having never been able to obtain that Remai nder; of which
nore hereafter.

This General was | think a brave Man, and m ght probably have nmade a



Figure as a good Oficer in some European War. But he had too nuch self-
confidence, too high an Opinion of the Validity of Regular Troops, and
too nmean a One of both Anericans and Indians. George Croghan, our Indian
Interpreter, join'd himon his March with 100 of those People, who m ght
have been of great Use to his Arny as Cuides, Scouts, &. if he had
treated themkindly;- but he slighted & neglected them and they
gradually left him In Conversation with himone day, he was giving ne
some Account of his intended Progress. "After taking Fort Du Quesne,
says he, | amto proceed to N agara; and having taken that, to
Frontenac, if the Season will allowtine; and I suppose it will; for
Duquesne can hardly detain ne above three or four Days; and then | see
not hi ng that can obstruct ny March to Ni agara."- Having before revolv'd
inmy Mnd the long Line his Arny nust nmake in their March, by a very
narrow Road to be cut for themthro the Wods & Bushes; & al so what |
had read of a former Defeat of 1500 French who invaded the Iroquois
Country, | had conceiv'd sone Doubts,- & sone Fears for the Event of the
Canpaign. But | ventur'd only to say, To be sure, Sir, if you arrive
wel | before Duquesne, with these fine Troops so well provided with
Artillery, that Place, not yet conpleatly fortified, and as we hear wth
no very strong Garrison, can probably make but a short Resistance. The
only Danger | apprehend of Cbstruction to your March, is from Arbuscades
of Indians, who by constant Practice are dextrous in |laying & executing
them And the slender Line near four Mles [ong, which your Arny nust
make, may expose it to be attack'd by Surprize in its Flanks, and to be
cut like a Thread into several Pieces, which fromtheir D stance cannot
come up in time to support each other. He sml'd at my |gnorance, &
reply'd, "These Savages may indeed be a form dable Eneny to your raw
Amrerican MIlitia; but, upon the King's regular & disciplin'd Troops,

Sir, it is inpossible they should make any Inpression.”™ |I was consci ous
of an Inpropriety in nmy Disputing with a mlitary Man in Matters of his
Prof ession, and said no nore.- The Eneny however did not take the

Advant age of his Army which | apprehended its |ong Line of March expos'd

it to, but let it advance wi thout Interruption till within 9 Mles of
the Place; and then when nore in a Body, (for it had just pass'd a
Ri ver, where the Front had halted till all were come over) & in a nore

open Part of the Wods than any it had pass'd, attack'd its advanc'd
Quard, by a heavy Fire from behind Trees & Bushes; which was the first
Intelligence the General had of an Eneny's being near him This Guard
bei ng di sordered, the CGeneral hurried the Troops up to their Assistance,
whi ch was done in great Confusion thro Wggons, Baggage and Cattle; and
presently the Fire came upon their Flank; the Oficers being on

Hor seback were nore easily distinguish d, pick'd out as Marks, and fell
very fast; and the Sol diers were crowded together in a Huddle, having or
hearing no Orders, and standing to be shot at till two thirds of them
were killed, and then being seiz'd with a Pannick the whole fled with
Preci pitation. The \Waggoners took each a Horse out of his Team and
scanper'd; their Exanple was immediately follow d by others, so that all
t he Waggons, Provisions, Artillery and Stores were left to the Eneny.
The General being wounded was brought off with Difficulty, his Secretary
r Shirley was killed by his Side, and out of 86 Oficers 63 were killed
or wounded, and 714 Men killed out of 1100. These 1100 had been pi cked
Men, fromthe whole Arny, the Rest had been left behind with Col.
Dunbar, who was to follow with the heavier Part of the Stores,

Provi si ons and Baggage. The Flyers, not being pursu'd, arriv'd at
Dunbar's Canp, and the Pannick they brought with theminstantly seiz'd
himand all his People. And tho' he had now above 1000 Men, and the
Enenmy who had beaten Braddock did not at nost exceed 400, |ndians and



French together; instead of Proceeding and endeavouring to recover sone
of the [ost Honour, he order'd all the Stores Anmunition, & to be
destroy'd, that he might have nore Horses to assist his Flight towards
the Settlenents and | ess Lunber to renove. He was there nmet with
Requests fromthe Governor's of Virginia, Maryland and Pennsyl vani a,
that he would post his Troops on the Frontiers so as to afford sone
Protection to the Inhabitants; but he continu'd his hasty March thro'
all the Country, not thinking hinmself safe till he arriv'd at

Phi | adel phia, where the Inhabitants could protect him This whole
Transacti on gave us Americans the first Suspicion that our exalted

| deas of the Prowess of British Regulars had not been well founded.-

In their first March too, fromtheir Landing till they got beyond the
Settlenents, they had plundered and stript the Inhabitants, totally
rui ni ng sone poor Famlies, besides insulting, abusing & confining the
People if they renonstrated.- This was enough to put us out of Conceit
of such Defenders if we had really wanted any. How different was the
Conduct of our French Friends in 1781, who during a March thro' the nost
i nhabited Part of our Country, from Rhodeisland to Virginia, near 700
Ml es, occasion'd not the smallest Conplaint, for the Loss of a Pig, a
Chi cken, or even an Appl el

Capt. Ornme, who was one of the General's Aid de Canps, and being
grievously wounded was brought off with him and continu'd with himto
his Death, which happen'd in a few Days, told ne, that he was totally
silent, all the first Day, and at Night only said, Who' d have thought
it? that he was silent again the foll owi ng Days, only saying at |ast,

We shall better know how to deal with them another time; and dy'd a
few M nutes after.

The Secretary's Papers with all the General's Orders, Instructions and
Correspondence falling into the Eneny's Hands, they selected and
translated into French a Nunber of the Articles, which they printed to
prove the hostile Intentions of the British Court before the Declaration
of War. Anong these | saw sone Letters of the General to the Mnistry
speaking highly of the great Service |I had rendred the Arny, &
recomending ne to their Notice. David Hune too, who was sone Years
after Secretary to Lord Harcourt when Mnister in France, and afterwards
to General Conway when Secretary of State, told ne he had seen anmpbng the
Papers in that Ofice Letters from Braddock hi ghly recomrendi ng ne. But
t he Expedition having been unfortunate, ny Service it seenms was not
t hought of nuch Value, for those Recomendati ons were never of any Use
to ne.-

As to Rewards fromhinself, | ask'd only one, which was, that he would
give Oders to his Oficers not to enlist any nore of our bought
Servants, and that he woul d di scharge such as had been al ready enli sted.
This he readily granted, and several were accordingly return'd to their
Masters on my Application.- Dunbar, when the Conmand devolv'd on him
was not so generous. He Being at Phil adel phia on his Retreat, or rather
Flight, | apply'd to himfor the Discharge of the Servants of three poor
Farmers of Lancaster County that he had inlisted, rem nding himof the
|ate General's Orders on that head. He promis'd nme, that if the Masters
woul d cone to himat Trenton, where he should be in a few Days on his
March to New York, he would there deliver their Men to them They
accordingly were at the Expence & Trouble of going to Trenton,- and
there he refus'd to performhis Pronmise, to their great Loss &



Di sappoi nt nent . -

As soon as the Loss of the Waggons and Horses was generally known, all
the Omers canme upon nme for the Valuation which | had gi ven Bond to pay.
Their Demands gave ne a great deal of Trouble, ny acquainting themthat
the Money was ready in the Paymaster's Hands, but that Orders for paying
it must first be obtained from General Shirley, and ny assuring them
that | had apply'd to that General by Letter, but he being at a D stance
an Answer could not soon be receiv'd, and they nmust have Patience; all
this was not sufficient to satisfy, and sone began to sue ne. Ceneral
Shirley at length relievid ne fromthis terrible Situation, by
appoi nting Comm ssioners to exam ne the O ains and ordering Paynent.
They anobunted to near twenty Thousand Pound, which to pay woul d have
rui ned ne.

Before we had the News of this Defeat, the two Doctors Bond cane to ne
with a Subscription Paper, for raising Miney to defray the Expence of a
grand Fire Wrk, which it was intended to exhibit at a Rejoicing on

recei pt of the News of our Taking Fort Duquesne. | |ooked grave and
said, "it would, | thought, be time enough to prepare for the Rejoicing
when we knew we shoul d have occasion to rejoice."- They seemid surpriz'd

that | did not imediately conply with their Proposal. "Wy, the D__ I,
says one of them vyou surely don't suppose that the Fort will not be
taken?" "I don't know that it will not be taken; but I know that the
Events of War are subject to great Uncertainty." | gave themthe Reasons
of my doubting. The Subscription was dropt, and the Projectors thereby
mss'd that Mortification they would have undergone if the Firework had
been prepared.- Dr Bond on sonme other COccasions afterwards said, that he
did not like Franklin's forebodings.-

Governor Mrris who had continually worried the Assenbly with Message
after Message before the Defeat of Braddock, to beat theminto the
maki ng of Acts to raise Money for the Defence of the Province wthout
Taxi ng anong others the Proprietary Estates, and had rejected all their
Bills for not having such an exenpting Cl ause, now redoubled his
Attacks, with nore hope of Success, the Danger & Necessity being
greater. The Assenbly however continu'd firm believing they had Justice
on their side, and that it would be giving up an essential Right, if
they suffered the Governor to anend their Mney-Bills. In one of the
| ast, indeed, which was for granting 50,000L his propos'd Anendnment was
only of a single Wrd; the Bill express'd that all Estates real and
personal were to be taxed, those of the Proprietaries not excepted.
H s Anendnment was; For not read only. A small but very material
Al teration!- However, when the News of this Disaster reach'd Engl and,
our Friends there whomwe had taken care to furnish with all the
Assenbly's Answers to the Governor's Messages, rais'd a O anour agai nst
the Proprietaries for their Meanness & Injustice in giving their
Governor such Instructions, sone going so far as to say that by
obstructing the Defence of their Province, they forfeited their Right to
it. They were intimdated by this, and sent Orders to their Receiver
Ceneral to add 5000L of their Mney to whatever Sum m ght be given by
t he Assenbly, for such Purpose. This being notified to the House, was
accepted in Lieu of their Share of a general Tax, and a new Bill was
formd with an exenpting C ause which pass'd accordingly. By this Act |
was appoi nted one of the Comm ssioners for disposing of the Mney,
60, 000L | had been active in nodelling it, and procuring its Passage:
and had at the sane tine drawn a Bill for establishing and disciplining



a voluntary Mlitia, which I carried thro' the House wi thout mnuch
Difficulty, as Care was taken init, to | eave the Quakers at their

Li berty. To pronote the Association necessary to formthe MIlitia,
wote a Dial ogue, *009 stating and answering all the Qojections | could
think of to such a Mlitia, which was printed & had as | thought great
Effect. Wiile the several Conpanies in the Gty & Country were form ng
and | earning their Exercise, the Governor prevail'd with nme to take
Charge of our Northwestern Frontier, which was infested by the Eneny,
and provide for the Defence of the Inhabitants by raising Troops, &
building a Line of Forts. | undertook this mlitary Business, tho | did
not conceive nyself well-qualified for it. He gave nme a Commi ssion with
full Powers and a Parcel of blank Conmm ssions for Oficers to be given
to whom | thought fit. | had but little Difficulty in raising Men
havi ng soon 560 under ny Command. My Son who had in the precedi ng War
been an Oficer in the Arny rais'd agai nst Canada, was ny Aid de Canp,
and of great Use to ne. The Indians had burnt Gnhadenhut, a Village
settled by the Mravians, and massacred the |Inhabitants, but the Pl ace
was thought a good Situation for one of the Forts. In order to march
thither, | assenbled the Conpanies at Bethl ehem the chief Establishment
of those People. | was surprized to find it in so good a Posture of

Def ence. The Destruction of Gradenhut had made t hem apprehend Danger
The principal Buildings were defended by a Stockade: They had purchased
a Quantity of Arms & Ammunition from New York, and had even plac'd
Quantities of small Paving Stones between the Wndows of their high

St one Houses, for their Wwnen to throw down upon the Heads of any

I ndi ans that should attenpt to force into them The armed Bretheren too
kept Watch, and reliev'd as nethodically as in any Garrison Town. In

Conversation with Bi shop Spangenberg, | nention'd this nmy Surprize; for
knowi ng they had obtain'd an Act of Parliament exenpting them from
mlitary Duties in the Colonies, | had suppos'd they were

consci enci ously scrupul ous of bearing Arns. He answer'd ne, "That it was
not one of their establish'd Principles; but that at the tinme of their
obtaining that Act, it was thought to be a Principle with many of their
People. On this Qccasion, however, they to their Surprize found it
adopted by but a few " It seens they were either deceiv'd in thensel ves,
or deceiv'd the Parlianent. But Commobn Sense ai ded by present Danger
will sometinmes be too strong for whinsicall Opinions.

It was the Beginning of January when we set out upon this Business of
Buil ding Forts. | sent one Detachnment towards the M nisinks, with
Instructions to erect one for the Security of that upper Part of the
Country; and another to the lower Part, with simlar Instructions. And
concluded to go nyself with the rest of ny Force to Grhadenhut, where a
Fort was tho't nore i medi ately necessary. The Moravians procur'd ne
five Waggons for our Tools, Stores, Baggage, &c. Just before we left
Bet hl ehem El even Farners who had been driven fromtheir Plantations by
the Indians, came to nme, requesting a supply of Fire Arms, that they
m ght go back and fetch off their Cattle. | gave themeach a Gun with
suitable Atmmunition. W had not nmarch'd nmany Mles before it began to
rain, and it continu' d raining all Day. There were no Habitations on the
Road, to shelter us, till we arriv'd near Night, at the House of a
German, where and in his Barn we were all huddl ed together as wet as
Water could nake us. It was well we were not attack'd in our March, for
Qur Arnms were of the nost ordinary Sort, and our Men could not keep
their Gunlocks dry. The Indians are dextrous in Contrivances for that
pur pose, which we had not. They met that Day the el even poor Farners
above-nmentioned & kill'd Ten of them The one who escap'd informd that



his & his Conpani ons Guns woul d not go off, the Primng being wet with
the Rain. The next Day being fair, we continu' d our March and arriv'd at
t he desol ated Ghadenhut. There was a Saw M || near, round which were
left several Piles of Boards, with which we soon hutted ourselves; an
Qperation the nore necessary at that inclement Season, as we had no
Tents. Qur first Work was to bury nore effectually the Dead we found
there, who had been half interr'd by the Country People. The next
Morni ng our Fort was plann'd and mark'd out, the G rcunference neasuring
455 feet, which would require as many Pal i sades to be nmade of Trees one
with another of a Foot Dianeter each. Qur Axes, of which we had 70 were
i mediately set to work, to cut down Trees; and our Men bei ng dextrous
in the Use of them great D spatch was nmade. Seeing the Trees fall so
fast, | had the Curiosity to |l ook at ny Watch when two Men began to cut
at a Pine. In 6 Mnutes they had it upon the Gound; and | found it of
14. Inches Dianeter. Each Pine nade three Palisades of 18 Feet |ong,

poi nted at one End. While these were preparing, our other Men, dug a
Trench all round of three feet deep in which the Palisades were to be

pl anted, and our WAggons, the Body being taken off, and the fore and

hi nd Wheel s separated by taking out the Pin which united the two Parts
of the Perch, we had 10 Carriages with two Horses each, to bring the
Pal i sades fromthe Wods to the Spot. When they were set up, our
Carpenters built a Stage of Boards all round within, about 6 Feet high
for the Men to stand on when to fire thro' the Loophol es. W had one

swi vel @n which we nmounted on one of the Angles; and fired it as soon
as fix'd, to let the Indians know, if any were within hearing, that we
had such Pieces. And thus our Fort, (if such a magnificent Nane may be
given to so miserable a Stockade) was finished in a Wek, tho it rain'd
so hard every other Day that the Men could not work.

Thi s gave nme occasion to observe, that when Men are enploy'd they are
best contented. For on the Days they work'd they were good-natur'd and
chearful; and with the consci ousness of having done a good Days work

they spent the Evenings jollily; but on the idle Days they were nutinous
and quarrel some, finding fault with their Pork, the Bread, &. and in
continual ill-hurmour: which put me in mnd of a Sea-Captain, whose Rule

it was to keep his Men constantly at Work; and when his Mate once told
hi mthat they had done every thing, and there was nothing farther to
enpl oy them about; O, says he, make them scour the Anchor

This kind of Fort, however contenptible, is a sufficient Defence
agai nst | ndi ans who have no Cannon. Finding our selves now posted
securely, and having a Place to retreat to on Occasion, we ventur'd out
in Parties to scour the adjacent Country. W nmet with no Indians, but we
found the Pl aces on the neighbouring H1lls where they had lain to watch
our Proceedings. There was an Art in their Contrivance of these Pl aces
that seens worth nention. It being Wnter, a Fire was necessary for
them But a conmon Fire on the Surface of the G ound would by its Light
have di scover'd their Position at a D stance. They had therefore dug
Holes in the Ground about three feet D aneter, and some what deeper. W
saw, where they had with their Hatchets cut off the Charcoal fromthe
Si des of burnt Logs lying in the Woods. Wth these Coals they had nade
small Fires in the Bottomof the Holes, and we observ'd anong the Weds
& Grass the Prints of their Bodies nmade by their laying all round wth
their Legs hanging down in the Holes to keep their Feet warm which with
themis an essential Point. This kind of Fire, so nmanag' d, could not
di scover themeither by its Light, Flane; Sparks or even Snoke. It
appear'd that their Nunber was not great, and it seens they saw we were



too many to be attack'd by themw th Prospect of Advantage.

We had for our Chaplain a zeal ous Presbyterian Mnister, M Beatty,
who conplain'd to ne that the Men did not generally attend his Prayers &
Exhortati ons. Wien they enlisted, they were pronis'd, besides Pay &
Provisions, a GIl of Ruma Day, which was punctually serv'd out to them
half in the Morning and the other half in the Evening, and | observ'd
they were as punctual in attending to receive it. Upon which I said to
M. Beatty, "It is perhaps below the Dignity of your Profession to act
as Steward of the Rum But if you were to deal it out, and only just
after Prayers, you would have themall about you." He lik'd the Thought,
undertook the Ofice, and with the help of a few hands to nmeasure out
the Liquor executed it to Satisfaction; and never were Prayers nore
generally & nore punctually attended. So that | thought this Method
preferable to the Punishments inflicted by some mlitary Laws for Non-
At t endance on Divine Service.

| had hardly finish'd this Business, and got ny Fort well stor'd with
Provisions, when | receiv'd a Letter fromthe Governor, acquainting nme
that he had called the Assenbly, and wish'd ny Attendance there, if the
Posture of Affairs on the Frontiers was such that my remaining there was
no | onger necessary. My Friends too of the Assenbly pressing nme by their
Letters to be if possible at the Meeting, and ny three intended Forts
bei ng now conpl eated, and the Inhabitants contented to remain on their

Farms under that Protection, | resolved to return. The nmore willingly as
a New Engl and Oficer, Col. C apham experienc'd in Indian War, being on
a Visit to our Establishment, consented to accept the Conmand. | gave

hi m a Conmmi ssion, and parading the Garrison had it read before them and
introduc'd himto themas an Oficer who fromhis Skill in Mlitary
Affairs, was nuch nore fit to command themthan nysel f; and giving them
alittle Exhortation took my Leave. | was escorted as far as Bethl ehem

where | rested a few Days, to recover fromthe Fatigue | had undergone.
The first Night being in a good Bed, |I could hardly sleep, it was so
different fromny hard Lodgi ng on the Fl oor of our Hut at Ghaden, w apt
only in a Blanket or two.-

VWile at Bethlehem | enquir'd a little into the Practices of the
Mor avi ans. Sone of them had acconpanied ne, and all were very kind to
me. | found they work'd for a cormmon Stock, eat at common Tabl es, and
slept in conmmon Dormtorys, great Nunbers together. In the Dormtories I
observ'd Loopholes at certain D stances all along just under the
C eling, which I thought judiciously plac'd for Change of Air. | was at
their Church, where | was entertain'd with good Misick, the Organ being
acconpanied with Violins, Hautboys, Flutes, Carinets, &. | understood
that their Sernons were not usually preached to m x'd Congregations; of
Men Wonren and Children, as is our conmon Practice; but that they
assenbl ed sonetinmes the married Men, at other times their Wves, then
t he Young Men, the young Wnen, and the little Children, each Division
by itself. The Sernon | heard was to the latter, who canme in and were
plac'd in Rows on Benches, the Boys under the Conduct of a young Man
their Tutor, and the Grls conducted by a young Wnman. The Di scourse
seem d well adapted to their Capacities, and was delivered in a pleasing
famliar Manner, coaxing themas it were to be good. They behav'd very
orderly, but |ook'd pale and unheal thy, which nade ne suspect they were
kept too much within-doors, or not allow d sufficient Exercise. |
enqui r'd concerning the Mravian Marriages, whether the Report was true
that they were by Lot? | was told that Lots were us'd only in particular



Cases. That generally when a young Man found hinself dispos'd to marry,
he informd the Elders of his O ass, who consulted the Elder Ladies that
govern' d the young Winen. As these Elders of the different Sexes were
wel | acquainted with the Tenpers & Dispositions of their respective
Pupils, they coul d best judge what Matches were suitable, and their
Judgnments were generally acquiesc'd in. But if for exanple it should
happen that two or three young Wnen were found to be equally proper
for the young Man, the Lot was then recurr'd to. | objected, If the

Mat ches are not made by the nutual Choice of the Parties, sone of them
may chance to be very unhappy. And so they may, answer'd ny Informer, if
you let the Parties chuse for thenselves.- Wich indeed | could not
deny.

Being return'd to Philadel phia, | found the Association went on
swi nm ngly, the Inhabitants that were not Quakers having pretty
generally cone into it, formd thensel ves into Conpani es, and chosen
their Captains, Lieutenants and Ensigns according to the new Law. Dr B
visited ne, and gave ne an Account of the Pains he had taken to spread a
general good Liking to the Law, and ascrib'd much to those Endeavours.
had had the Vanity to ascribe all to nmy D al ogue; However, not know ng
but that he mght be in the right, I let himenjoy his Qpinion, which
take to be generally the best way in such Cases.- The O ficers neeting
chose me to be Colonel of the Reginment;- which | this tine accepted.
forget how nmany Conpani es we had, but We paraded about 1200 well -1 ooki ng
Men, with a Conpany of Artillery who had been furnish'd with 6 brass
Fiel d Pieces, which they had becone so expert in the Use of as to fire
twelve tinmes in a Mnute. The first Time | review d ny Reginent, they
acconpanied ne to my House, and would salute me with sonme Rounds fired
bef ore ny Door, which shook down and broke several d asses of ny
El ectrical Apparatus. And ny new Honour prov'd not rmuch less brittle;
for all our Conm ssions were soon after broke by a Repeal of the Law in
Engl and. -

During the short time of ny Col onel ship, being about to set out on a
Journey to Virginia, the Oficers of ny Reginment took it into their
heads that it would be proper for themto escort ne out of town as far
as the Lower Ferry. Just as | was getting on Horseback, they cane to ny
door, between 30 & 40, nounted, and all in their Uniforns. | had not
been previously acquainted with the Project, or | should have prevented
it, being naturally averse to the assum ng of State on any Cccasion, & |
was a good deal chagrin'd at their Appearance, as | could not avoid
t heir acconpanyi ng ne. Wiat nmade it worse, was, that as soon as we began
to nove, they drew their Swords, and rode with them naked all the way.
Sonmebody wote an Account of this to our Proprietor, and it gave him
great Ofence. No such Honour had been paid hi mwhen in the Province;
nor to any of his Governors; and he said it was only proper to Princes
of the Bl ood Royal; which may be true for aught | know, who was, and
still am ignorant of the Etiquette, in such Cases. This silly Affair,
however greatly increas'd his Rancour against me, which was before
considerable, not a little, on account of nmy Conduct in the Assenbly,
respecting the Exenption of his Estate from Taxation, which | had al ways
oppos'd very warmy, & not wi thout severe Reflections on his Meanness &
Injustice in contending for it. He accus'd me to the Mnistry as being
the great (bstacle to the King's Service, preventing by ny Influence in
t he House the proper Forming of the Bills for raising Mney; and he
instanc'd this Parade with nmy Officers as a Proof of my having an
Intention to take the CGovernment of the Province out of his Hands by



Force. He also apply'd to Sir Everard Fauckener, then Post Master
Ceneral, to deprive ne of my Ofice. But this had no other Effect, than
to procure fromSir Everard a gentle Adnonition

Not wi t hst andi ng the conti nual Wangle between the Governor and the
House, in which I as a Menber had so |large a Share, there still
subsisted a civil Intercourse between that Gentleman & nyself, and we
never had any personal Difference. | have sonetinmes since thought that
his little or no Resentnent against ne for the Answers it was known |
drew up to his Messages, might be the Effect of professional Habit, and
that, being bred a Lawer, he nmight consider us both as nerely Advocates
for contending Clients in a Suit, he for the Proprietaries &1 for the
Assenbly, He would therefore sonetinmes call in a friendly way to advi se
with ne on difficult Points, and sometines, tho' not often, take ny
Advice. W acted in Concert to supply Braddock's Arnmy with Provisions,
and When the shocking News arriv'd of his Defeat, the Governor sent in
haste for ne, to consult with himon Measures for preventing the
Desertion of the back Counties. | forget now the Advice | gave, but |
think it was, that Dunbar should be witten to and prevail'd with if
possi ble to post his Troops on the Frontiers for their Protection, till
by Reinforcenents fromthe Col onies he night be able to proceed on the
Expedition.- And after ny Return fromthe Frontier, he would have had ne
undert ake the Conduct of such an Expedition with Provincial Troops, for
t he Reduction of Fort Duquesne, Dunbar & his Men bei ng otherw se
enpl oy' d; and he propos'd to commi ssion me as General. | had not so good
an pinion of ny mlitary Abilities as he profess'd to have; and |
beli eve his Professions nust have exceeded his real Sentinents: but
probably he might think that my Popularity would facilitate the Raising
of the Men, and ny Influence in Assenbly the Grant of Mney to pay
them - and that perhaps without taxing the Proprietary Estate. Finding
me not so forward to engage as he expected, the Project was dropt: and
he soon after left the Government, being superseded by Capt. Denny. -

Before | proceed in relating the Part | had in public Affairs under
this new Governor's Adnministration, it may not be ami ss here to give
some Account of the Rise & Progress of ny Phil osophi cal Reputation.-

In 1746 being at Boston, | nmet there with a Dr Spence, who was |ately
arrived from Scotl and, and show d ne sone electric Experinments. They
were inmperfectly performd, as he was not very expert; but being on a
Subject quite newto nme, they equally surpriz'd and pleas'd nme. Soon
after ny Return to Phil adel phia, our Library Conpany receiv'd fromM
Peter Colinson, F.R S. of London a Present of a G ass Tube, with sone
Account of the Use of it in making such Experinments. | eagerly seiz'd
the Qpportunity of repeating what | had seen at Boston, and by nuch
Practice acquir'd great Readiness in performng those al so which we had
an Account of from Engl and, addi ng a Nunmber of new Ones.- | say nuch
Practice, for nmy House was continually full for some time, with People
who canme to see these new Wonders. To divide a little this |Incunbrance
anong ny Friends, | caused a Nunmber of simlar Tubes to be bl own at our
A ass-House, with which they furnish'd thensel ves, so that we had at
| ength several Perforners. Anong these the principal was M Kinnersley,
an i ngeni ous Nei ghbour, who being out of Business, | encouraged to
undert ake showi ng the Experinents for Mney, and drew up for himtwo
Lectures, in which the Experinments were rang'd in such Order and
acconpani ed wi th Expl anations, in such Method, as that the foregoing
shoul d assist in Conprehending the follow ng. He procur'd an el egant



Apparatus for the purpose, in which all the little Machines that | had
roughly made for nyself, were nicely formd by Instrument-nmakers. H's
Lectures were well attended and gave great Satisfaction; and after sone
time he went thro' the Colonies exhibiting themin every capital Town,
and pick'd up sone Money. In the West India Islands indeed it was with
Difficulty the Experinments could be nade, fromthe general Mbisture of
the Air.

lig d as we were to M Colinson for his Present of the Tube, &c. |
thought it right he should be informd of our Success in using it, and
wrote himseveral Letters containing Accounts of our Experinments. He got
themread in the Royal Society, where they were not at first thought
worth so much Notice as to be printed in their Transactions. One Paper
which I wote for M. Kinnersley, on the Sameness of Lightning with
Electricity, | sent to Dr. Mtchel, an Acquai ntance of nine, and one of
the Menbers al so of that Society; who wote me word that it had been
read but was | aught at by the Connoi sseurs: The Papers however being
shown to Dr Fothergill, he thought them of too rmuch value to be stifled,
and advis'd the Printing of them M Collinson then gave themto Cave
for publication in his Gentleman's Magazi ne; but he chose to print them
separately in a Panphlet, and Dr Fothergill wote the Preface. Cave it
seens judg'd rightly for his Profit; for by the Additions that arriv'd
afterwards they swell'd to a Quarto Vol ume, which has had five Editions,
and cost himnothing for Copy-noney.

It was however sone time before those Papers were nmuch taken Notice of
in England. A Copy of them happening to fall into the Hands of the Count
de Buffon, a Phil osopher deservedly of great Reputation in France, and
i ndeed all over Europe he prevail'd with M Dalibard to translate them
into French; and they were printed at Paris. The Publication of fended
the Abbe Notlet, Preceptor in Natural Philosophy to the Royal Famly,
and an abl e Experinmenter, who had formd and publish'd a Theory of
Electricity, which then had the general Vogue. He could not at first
believe that such a Work cane from Anerica, & said it nust have been
fabricated by his Enemies at Paris, to decry his System Afterwards
havi ng been assur'd that there really existed such a Person as Franklin
of Phil adel phia, which he had doubted, he wote and published a Vol une
of Letters, chiefly address'd to ne, defending his Theory, & denying the
Verity of ny Experinments and of the Positions deduc'd fromthem | once
purpos'd answering the Abbe, and actually began the Answer. But on
Consi deration that nmy Witings contain'd only a Description of
Experiments, which any one mght repeat & verify, and if not to be
verify'd could not be defended; or of Cbservations, offer'd as
Conj ectures, & not deliver'd dogmatically, therefore not |aying ne under
any bligation to defend them and reflecting that a Di spute between two
Persons witing in different Languages night be lengthen'd greatly by
m s-transl ati ons, and thence m sconceptions of one anothers Meani ng,
much of one of the Abbe's Letters being founded on an Error in the
Translation; | concluded to let ny Papers shift for thensel ves;
believing it was better to spend what tinme | could spare from public
Busi ness in maki ng new Experinments, than in D sputing about those
already nmade. | therefore never answer'd M Nollet; and the Event gave
me no Cause to repent ny Silence; for ny friend M |le Roy of the Royal
Acadeny of Sciences took up ny Cause & refuted him ny Book was
translated into the Italian, Gernman and Latin Languages, and the
Doctrine it contain'd was by degrees universally adopted by the
Phi | osophers of Europe in preference to that of the Abbe, so that he



livid to see hinself the last of his Sect: except M B__ his Eleve &
i medi ate Di sciple.

VWhat gave ny Book the nore sudden and general Celebrity, was the
Success of one of its propos'd Experinents, made by Messrs Dalibard &
Delor, at Marly; for drawing Lightning fromthe Couds. This engag' d the
public Attention every where. M Delor, who had an Apparatus for
experimental Philosophy, and lectur'd in that Branch of Science,
undertook to repeat what he call'd the Phil adel phia Experinments, and
after they were perforned before the King & Court, all the Curious of
Paris flock'd to see them | will not swell this Narrative with an
Account of that capital Experiment, nor of the infinite Pleasure
receiv'd in the Success of a simlar one | nade soon after with a Kite
at Phil adel phia, as both are to be found in the H stories of
Electricity.- Dr Wight, an English Physician then at Paris, wote to a
Friend who was of the Royal Society an Account of the high Esteem ny
Experinments were in anmong the Learned abroad, and of their Wnder that
my Witings had been so little noticed in England. The Society on this
resum d the Consideration of the Letters that had been read to them and
the cel ebrated Dr WAtson drew up a sunmary Account of them & of all
had afterwards sent to England on the Subject, which he acconpanied wth
some Praise of the Witer. This Summary was then printed in their
Transacti ons: And some Menbers of the Society in London, particularly
the very ingenious M Canton, having verified the Experinent of
procuring Lightnin fromthe O ouds by a Pointed Rod, and acquainting
themw th the Success, they soon made ne nore than Amends for the Slight
wi th which they had before treated me. Wthout ny having nade any
Application for that Honour, they chose ne a Menber, and voted that |
shoul d be excus'd the custonmary Paynents, which would have anounted to
twenty-five Quineas, and ever since have given nme their Transactions
gratis.- They also presented nme with the Gold Medal of Sir Godfrey
Copley for the Year 1753, the Delivery of which was acconpani ed by a
very handsone Speech of the President Lord Macclesfield, wherein I was
hi ghl y honour ed. -

Qur new Covernor, Capt. Denny, brought over for nme the before
menti oned Medal fromthe Royal Society, which he presented to ne at an
Entertai nment given himby the City. He acconpanied it with very polite
Expressions of his Esteem for nme, having, as he said been |ong
acquainted with nmy Character. After Dinner, when the Conpany as was
customary at that tinme, were engag'd in Drinking, he took me aside into
anot her Room and acquainted nme that he had been advis'd by his Friends
in England to cultivate a Friendship with nme, as one who was capabl e of
giving himthe best Advice, & of contributing nost effectually to the
maki ng his Adnministration easy. That he therefore desired of all things
to have a good Understanding with me; and he begg'd nme to be assur'd of
hi s Readi ness on all QOccasions to render ne every Service that mght be
in his Power. He said much to nme also of the Proprietor's good
Di spositions towards the Province, and of the Advantage it mght be to
us all, and to ne in particular, if the Qpposition that had been so | ong
continu'd to his Measures, were dropt, and Harnony restor’'d between him
and the People, in effecting which it was thought no one could be nore
serviceable than ny self, and I m ght depend on adequate
Acknowl edgenents & Reconpences, &c. &c. The Drinkers finding we did not
return imrediately to the Table, sent us a Decanter of Madeira, which
the Governor made liberal Use of, and in proportion becanme nore profuse
of his Solicitations and Prom ses. My Answers were to this purpose, that



nmy Circunstances, Thanks to God, were such as to nake Proprietary
Favours unnecessary to ne; and that being a Menber of the Assenbly I
could not possibly accept of any; that however | had no personal Ennity
to the Proprietary, and that whenever the public Measures he propos'd
shoul d appear to be for the Good of the People, no one should espouse
and forward them nore zeal ously than nyself, ny past Opposition having
been founded on this, that the Measures which had been urg' d were
evidently intended to serve the Proprietary Interest with great
Prejudice to that of the People. That I was nuch obliged to him((the
Governor) for his Professions of Regard to ne, and that he mght rely on
every thing in ny Power to make his Adm nistration as easy to himas
possi bl e, hoping at the sane tine that he had not brought with himthe
same unfortunate Instructions his Predecessor had been hanper'd with. On
this he did not then explain hinmself. But when he afterwards cane to do
Busi ness with the Assenbly they appear'd again, the D sputes were
renewed, and | was as active as ever in the Opposition, being the Penman
first of the Request to have a Communication of the Instructions, and
then of the Remarks upon them which may be found in the Votes of the
Time, and in the Hstorical Review | afterwards publish'd; but between
us personally no Enmty arose; we were often together, he was a Man of
Letters, had seen nuch of the Wrld, and was very entertaining &

pl easing in Conversation. He gave ne the first Information that ny old
Friend Jas. Ralph was still alive, that he was esteenid one of the best
political Witers in England, had been enploy'd in the D spute between
Prince Frederic and the King, and had obtain'd a Pension of Three
Hundred a Year; that his Reputation was indeed small as a Poet, Pope
havi ng damm' d his Poetry in the Dunciad, but his Prose was thought as
good as any Man's. -

The Assenbly finally, finding the Proprietaries obstinately persisted
in managi ng their Deputies with Instructions inconsistent not only with
the Privileges of the People, but with the Service of the Crown,
resolv'd to petition the King against them and appointed nme their Agent
to go over to England to present & support the Petition. The House had
sent up a Bill to the Governor granting a Sum of Sixty Thousand Pounds
for the King's Use, (10,000L of which was subjected to the Orders of the
then General Lord Loudon,) which the Governor absolutely refus'd to pass
in Conpliance with his Instructions. | had agreed with Captain Mrris of
the Packet at New York for ny Passage, and ny Stores were put on board,
when Lord Loudon arriv'd at Phil adel phia, expresly, as he told ne to
endeavour an Acconodati on between the Governor and Assenbly, that his
Maj esty's Service might not be obstructed by their Di ssensions:
Accordingly he desir'd the Governor & nyself to nmeet him that he m ght
hear what was to be said on both sides. W net and discuss'd the
Busi ness. In behalf of the Assenbly I urg'd all the Argunents that may
be found in the publick Papers of that Tine, which were of ny Witing,
and are printed with the Mnutes of the Assenbly & the CGovernor pl eaded
his Instructions, the Bond he had given to observ them and his Ruin if
he di sobey' d: Yet seemid not unwilling to hazard hinself if Lord Loudon
woul d advise it. This his Lordship did not chuse to do, tho | once
thought | had nearly prevail'd with himto do it; but finally he rather
chose to urge the Conpliance of the Assenbly; and he intreated ne to use
nmy Endeavours with them for that purpose; declaring he could spare none
of the King's Troops for the Defence of our Frontiers, and that if we
did not continue to provide for that Defence ourselves they nmust remain
expos'd to the Eneny. | acquainted the House with what had pass'd, and
presenting themwith a Set of Resolutions | had drawn up, declaring our



Rights, & that we did not relinquish our daimto those R ghts but only
suspended the Exercise of themon this Cccasion thro' Force, against
whi ch we protested, they at length agreed to drop that Bill and frane
anot her conformable to the Proprietary Instructions. This of course the
CGovernor pass'd, and I was then at Liberty to proceed on ny Voyage: but
in the neantinme the Pacquet had sail'd with ny Sea-Stores, which was
some Loss to nme, and ny only Reconmpence was his Lordship's Thanks for ny
Service, all the Credit of obtaining the Accormobdation falling to his
Shar e.

He set out for New York before ne; and as the Tinme for dispatching the
Pacquet Boats, was in his Disposition, and there were two then renaining

there, one of which he said was to sail very soon, | requested to know
the precise tine, that | mght not mss her by any Delay of mne. Hs
Answer was, | have given out that she is to sail on Saturday next, but I

may |l et you know entre nous, that if you are there by Monday norni ng
you will be in time, but do not delay |longer. By some Accidenta

H ndrance at a Ferry, it was Monday Noon before | arrived, and | was
much afraid she m ght have sailed as the Wnd was fair, but | was soon
made easy by the Information that she was still in the Harbour, and
woul d not nove till the next Day. -

One woul d i magi ne that | was now on the very point of Departing for

Europe. | thought so; but | was not then so well acquainted with his
Lordshi p's Character, of which Indecision was one of the Strongest
Features. | shall give sone Instances. It was about the Begi nning of

April that | came to New York, and | think it was near the End of June
before we sail'd. There were then two of the Pacquet Boats which had
been long in Port, but were detain'd for the General's Letters, which
were always to be ready to-norrow. Another Pacquet arriv'd, and she too
was detain'd, and before we sail'd a fourth was expected. Qurs was the
first to be dispatch'd, as having been there | ongest. Passengers were
engag'd in all, & sone extreamy inpatient to be gone, and the Merchants
uneasy about their Letters, & the Oders they had given for Insurance
(it being War-time) & for Fall Goods, But their Anxiety avail'd nothing;
his Lordships Letters were not ready. And yet whoever waited on him
found himalways at his Desk, Pen in hand, and concl uded he nust needs
wite abundantly. Going ny self one Morning to pay ny Respects, | found
in his Antechanber one Innis, a Messenger of Phil adel phia, who had cone
fromthence express, with a Pacquet from Governor Denny for the General
He deliver'd to me sone Letters frommny Friends there, which occasion'd
nmy enquiring when he was to return & where he lodg'd, that I mght send
some Letters by him He told ne he was order'd to call to-norrow at nine
for the CGeneral's Answer to the CGovernor, and should set off

i mediately. | put ny Letters into his Hands the sane Day. A Fortnight
after I met himagain in the sanme Place. So you are soon return'd,

Innis! Return"d; No, | amnot gone vyet.- How so?- | have call'd here
by Order every Mrning these two Weks past for his Lordship's Letter,
and it is not yet ready.- Is it possible, when he is so great a Witer,

for I see himconstantly at his Scritore. Yes, says Innis, but he is
like St. CGeorge on the Signs, always on horseback, and never rides on
This Cbservation of the Messenger was it seens well founded; for when in
Engl and, | understood that M Pitt gave it as one Reason for Renpving
this General, and sending Anherst & Wlf, that the Mnisters never
heard from him and could not know what he was doing.

This daily Expectation of Sailing, and all the three Packets goi ng



down Sandy hook, to join the Fleet there the Passengers, thought it best
to be on board, lest by a sudden Order the Ships should sail, and they
be left behind. There if | remenber right we were about Six Weks,
consum ng our Sea Stores, and oblig'd to procure nore. At length the
Fleet sail'd, the General and all his Army on board, bound to Lew sburg
with Intent to besiege and take that Fortress; all the Packet-Boats in
Conpany, ordered to attend the General's Ship, ready to receive his

Di spat ches when those should be ready. W were out 15 Days before we got
a Letter with Leave to part; and then our Ship quitted the Fleet and
steered for England. The other two Packets he still detain'd, carry'd
themwith himto Halifax, where he staid sonme tinme to exercise the Men
i n sham Attacks upon sham Forts, then alter'd his Mnd as to besiegi ng
Loui sburg, and return'd to New York with all his Troops, together wth
the two Packets abovenentioned and all their Passengers. During his
Absence the French and Savages had taken Fort CGeorge on the Frontier of
that Province, and the Savages had massacred nmany of the Garrison after
Capitulation. | saw afterwards in London, Capt. Bonnell, who comuanded
one of those Packets. He told ne, that when he had been detain'd a
Mont h, he acquainted his Lordship that his Ship was grown foul, to a
degree that nust necessarily hinder her fast Sailing, a Point of
consequence for a Packet Boat, and requested an Allowance of Tinme to
heave her down and cl ean her Bottom He was ask'd how | ong tine that
woul d require. He answer'd Three Days. The General reply'd, If you can

do it in one Day, | give |eave; otherw se not; for you nust certainly
sail the Day after to-norrow. So he never obtain'd | eave tho' detain'd
afterwards fromday to day during full three Months. | saw also in

London one of Bonell's Passengers, who was so enrag' d against his
Lordshi p for deceiving and detaining himso |ong at New York, and then
carrying himto Halifax, and back again, that he swore he would sue him
for Danages. Whether he did or not | never heard; but as he represented
the Injury to his Affairs it was very considerable. On the whole | then
wonder' d much, how such a Man cane to be entrusted with so inportant a
Busi ness as the Conduct of a great Army: but having since seen nore of
the great World, and the nmeans of obtaining & Motives for giving Pl aces,
& Enpl oynments ny Wonder is di mnished. General Shirley, on whomthe
Command of the Arny devol ved upon the Death of Braddock, would in ny
pinion if continued in Place, have made a nuch better Campaign than
that of Loudon in 1757, which was frivol ous, expensive and di sgracefu

to our Nation beyond Conception: For tho' Shirley was not a bred
Sol di er, he was sensible and sagacious in hinself, and attentive to good
Advi ce fromothers, capable of form ng judicious Plans, quick and active
in carrying theminto Execution. Loudon, instead of defending the
Colonies with his great Arnmy, left themtotally expos'd while he paraded
it idly at Halifax, by which nmeans Fort CGeorge was | ost;- besides he
derang'd all our nercantile Operations, & distress'd our Trade by a | ong
Enbargo on the Exportation of Provisions, on pretence of keeping
Supplies frombeing obtain'd by the Enenmy, but in Reality for beating
down their Price in Favour of the Contractors, in whose Profits it was
sai d, perhaps from Suspicion only, he had a Share. And when at |ength

t he Enbargo was taken off, by neglecting to send Notice of it to

Charl estown, the Carolina Fleet was detain'd near three Mnths |onger
whereby their Bottons were so nmuch damag'd by the Worm that a great

Part of them founder'd in the Passage home. Shirley was | believe
sincerely glad of being reliev'd fromso burthensoma Charge as the
Conduct of an Arny nmust be to a Man unacquainted with mlitary Business.
| was at the Entertai nment given by the Cty of New York, to Lord Loudon
on his taking upon himthe Command. Shirley, tho' thereby superseded,



was present al so. There was a great Conpany of Oficers, Ctizens and
Strangers, and sone Chairs having been borrowed in the Nei ghbourhood,
there was one anong themvery | ow which fell to the Lot of M Shirley.
Perceiving it as | sat by him | said, they have given you, Sir, too | ow
a Seat.- No Matter, says he; M Franklin; | find a |ow Seat the

easi est!

VWiile | was, as aforenention'd, detain'd at New York, | receiv'd al
the Accounts of the Provisions, &. that | had furnish'd to Braddock
sone of which Accounts could not sooner be obtain'd fromthe different
Persons | had enploy'd to assist in the Business. | presented themto
Lord Loudon, desiring to be paid the Ballance. He caus'd themto be
regularly exanmin'd by the proper O ficer, who, after conparing every
Article with its Voucher, certified themto be right, and the Ball ance
due, for which his Lordship proms'd to give me an Order on the Paynaster
This, however, was put off fromtinme to tine, and tho'
called often for it by Appointnent, | did not get it. At length, just
before ny Departure, he told me he had on better Consideration concl uded
not to mx his Accounts with those of his Predecessors. And you, says
he, when in England, have only to exhibit your Accounts at the Treasury,
and you will be paid inmmediately. | nmention'd, but without Effect, the
great & unexpected Expence | had been put to by being detain'd so |ong
at N York, as a Reason for ny desiring to be presently paid; and On ny
observing that it was not right | should be put to any farther Trouble
or Delay in obtaining the Money | had advanc'd, as | charg' d no
Conmi ssions for nmy Service. O Sir, says he, you nust not think of
persuadi ng us that you are no Gainer. W understand better those
Affairs, and know that every one concern'd in supplying the Arny finds
means in the doing it to fill his own Pockets. | assur'd himthat was
not ny Case, and that | had not pocketed a Farthing: but he appear'd
clearly not to believe nme; and indeed | have since |earnt that inmense
Fortunes are often made in such Enploynments.- As to ny Ballance, | am
not paid it to this Day, of which nore hereafter. -

Qur Captain of the Pacquet had boasted much before we sail'd, of the
Swi ftness of his Ship. Unfortunately when we canme to Sea, she proved the
dullest of 96 Sail, to his no small Mortification. After many
Conj ectures respecting the Cause, when we were near another Ship al nost
as dull as ours, which however gain'd upon us, the Captain order'd al
hands to conme aft and stand as near the Ensign Staff as possible. W
were, Passengers included, about forty Persons. Wiile we stood there the
Shi p mended her Pace, and soon |eft our Neighbour far behind, which
prov'd clearly what our Captain suspected, that she was | oaded too nuch
by the Head. The Casks of Water it seenms had been all plac'd forward.
These he therefore order'd to be renov'd farther aft; on which the Ship
recover'd her Character, and prov'd the best Sailer in the Fleet. The
Captai n said she had once gone at the Rate of 13 Knots, which is
accounted 13 MIles per hour. W had on board as a Passenger Captain
Kennedy of the Navy, who contended that it was inpossible, that no Ship
ever sailed so fast, and that there nust have been sonme Error in the
Di vision of the Log-Line, or sone Mstake in heaving the Log. A Wager
ensu' d between the two Captains, to be deci ded when there should be
sufficient Wnd. Kennedy thereupon exam n'd rigorously the Log-Line, and
being satisfy'd with that, he determin'd to throw the Log hinself.
Accordingly some Days after when the Wnd bl ew very fair & fresh, and
the Captain of the Packet (Lutwi dge) said he believ'd she then went at
the Rate of 13 Knots, Kennedy made the Experinent, and own'd his Wager



| ost. The above Fact | give for the sake of the follow ng Qoservation

It has been remark'd as an Inperfection in the Art of Ship-building,

that it can never be known 'till she is try'd, whether a new Ship wll

or will not be a good Sailer; for that the Mbdel of a good sailing Ship
has been exactly follow d in a new One, which has prov'd on the contrary
remarkably dull. | apprehend this may be partly occasion'd by the

di fferent Opinions of Seanen respecting the Mddes of |ading, rigging &
sailing of a Ship. Each has his System And the sane Vessel |aden by the
Judgnment & Orders of one Captain shall sail better or worse than when by
the Orders of another. Besides, it scarce ever happens that a Ship is
formd, fitted for the Sea, & sail'd by the same Person. One Man buil ds
the Hull, another riggs her, a third | ades and sails her. No one of

t hese has the Advantage of knowing all the Ideas & Experience of the
others, & therefore cannot draw just Conclusions froma Conbi nati on of
the whole. Even in the sinple Operation of Sailing when at Sea, | have
often observ'd different Judgnments in the Oficers who conmanded t he
successi ve Watches, the Wnd being the same, One would have the Sails
trimm d sharper or flatter than another, so that they seemid to have no
certain Rule to govern by. Yet | think a Set of Experinents mght be
instituted, first to determ ne the nost proper Formof the Hull for
swift sailing; next the best Dinensions & properest Place for the Msts;
then the Form & Quantity of Sail, and their Position as the Wnds may
be; and lastly the Disposition of her Lading. This is the Age of
Experinments; and such a Set accurately nmade & conbin'd would be of great
Use. | amtherefore persuaded that ere | ong sone ingeni ous Phil osopher
will undertake it:- to whom| w sh Success-

W& were several tines chas'd on our Passage, but outsail'd every
thing, and in thirty Days had Soundi ngs. W had a good Cbservation, and
the Captain judg'd hinself so near our Port, (Falnmouth) that if we nade
a good Run in the Night we mght be off the Mouth of that Harbour in the
Morni ng, and by running in the Night m ght escape the Notice of the
Eneny's Privateers, who often cruis'd near the Entrance of the Channel
Accordingly all the Sail was set that we could possibly make, and the
Wnd being very fresh & fair, we went right before it, & nade great \ay.
The Captain after his Observation, shap'd his Course as he thought so as
to pass wide of the Scilly Isles: but it seens there is sonetines a
strong | ndraught setting up St. George's Channel which deceives Seanen,
and caus'd the Loss of Sir O oudsley Shovel's Squadron. This | ndraught
was probably the Cause of what happen'd to us. W had a Watchman pl ac'd
in the Bowto whomthey often call'd, Look well out befor'e, there;
and he as often answer'd Aye, Aye! But perhaps had his Eyes shut, and
was half asleep at the tinme: they sonetimes answering as is said
mechani cal l y: For he did not see a Light just before us, which had been
hid by the Studding Sails fromthe Man at Helm & fromthe rest of the
Wat ch; but by an accidental Yaw of the Ship was discover'd, & occasion'd
a great Alarm we being very near it, the light appearing to ne as big
as a Cart Wweel. It was Mdnight, & Qur Captain fast asleep. But Capt.
Kennedy junpi ng upon Deck, & seeing the Danger, ordered the Ship to wear
round, all Sails standing. An Operation dangerous to the Masts, but it
carried us clear, and we escap'd Shi pweck, for we were running right
upon t he Rocks on which the Lighthouse was erected. This Deliverance
inpress'd ne strongly with the Utility of Lighthouses, and made ne
resol ve to encourage the building nore of themin Arerica, if | should
live to return there.-

In the Morning it was found by the Soundings, &c. that we were near



our Port, but a thick fog hid the Land fromour Sight. About 9 ad ock
the Fog began to rise, and seemid to be lifted up fromthe VWater |ike
the Curtain at a Play-house, discovering underneath the Town of

Fal nouth, the Vessels in its Harbour, & the Fields that surrounded it. A
nost pl easi ng Spectacle to those who had been so | ong wi thout any ot her
Prospects, than the uniform View of a vacant Ocean!- And it gave us the
nore Pl easure, as we were now freed fromthe Anxieties which the State
of War occasion'd. -

| set out inmmediately with my Son for London, and we only stopt a
little by the Way to vi ew St onehenge on Salisbury Plain, and Lord
Penbr oke's House and Gardens, with his very curious Antiquities at
W ton.

Part Four

We arriv'd in London the 27th of July 1757. As soon as | was settled
in a Lodging M Charles had provided for ne, I went to visit Dr
Fothergill, to whom| was strongly reconmended, and whose Counse
respecting my Proceedings | was advis'd to obtain. He was agai nst an
i medi ate Conplaint to Government, and thought the Proprietaries should
first be personally apply'd to, who m ght possibly be induc'd by the
Interposition & Persuasion of sone private Friends to acconmodate
Matters amicably. | then waited on ny old Friend and Correspondent M
Peter Collinson, who told ne that John Hanbury, the great Virginia
Mer chant, had requested to be informed when | should arrive, that he
mght carry nme to Lord Ganville's, who was then President of the
Council, and wish'd to see ne as soon as possible. | agreed to go with
hi mthe next Mrning. Accordingly M Hanbury called for me and took ne
in his Carriage to that Nobleman's, who receiv'd ne with great Cvility;
and after sone Questions respecting the present State of Affairs in
America, & Discourse thereupon, he said to nme, "You Americans have w ong
| deas of the Nature of your Constitution; you contend that the King's
Instructions to his Governors are not Laws, and think yoursel ves at
Liberty to regard or disregard them at your own Discretion. But those
Instructions are not |ike the Pocket Instructions given to a Mnister
goi ng abroad, for regulating his Conduct in sone trifling Point of
Cerenony. They are first drawn up by Judges |l earned in the Laws; they
are then considered, debated & perhaps anended in Council, after which
they are signed by the King. They are then so far as relates to you, the

Law of the Land; for THE KING IS THE LEQJ SLATOR OF THE COLONI ES. " |
told his Lordship this was new Doctrine to ne. | had al ways under st ood
fromour Charters, that our Laws were to be made by our Assenblies, to
be presented indeed to the King for his Royal Assent, but that being
once given the King could not repeal or alter them And as the
Assenblies coul d not nake pernmanent Laws without his Assent, so neither
could he make a Law for themw thout theirs. He assur'd ne | was totally

m staken. | did not think so however. And his Lordship's Conversation
having a little alarmid nme as to what m ght be the Sentinments of the
Court concerning us, | wote it dowmn as soon as | return'd to ny
Lodgings.- | recollected that about 20 Years before, a Clause in a Bill

brought into Parlianment by the Mnistry, had propos'd to nake the King's
Instructions Laws in the Col onies; but the Cause was thrown out by the
Commons, for which we ador'd themas our Friends & Friends of Liberty,
till by their Conduct towards us in 1765, it seemid that they had



refus'd that Point of Sovereignty to the King, only that they m ght
reserve it for thensel ves.

After sone Days, Dr Fothergill having spoken to the Proprietaries,
they agreed to a Meeting with me at M J. Penn's House in Spring Garden
The Conversation at first consisted of nutual Decl arations of
Di sposition to reasonabl e Accommodati on; but | suppose each Party had
its own Ideas of what should be nmeant by reasonable. W then went into
Consi derati on of our several Points of Conplaint which | enunerated. The
Proprietaries justify'd their Conduct as well as they could, and | the
Assenbl y's. W now appeared very wide, and so far from each other in our
pi nions, as to discourage all Hope of Agreement. However, it was
concluded that | should give themthe Heads of our Conplaints in
Witing, and they proms'd then to consider them- | did so soon after
but they put the Paper into the Hands of their Solicitor Ferdi nando John
Paris, who manag'd for themall their Law Business in their great Suit
wi th the nei ghbouring Proprietary of Maryland, Lord Baltinore, which had
subsi sted 70 Years, and wote for themall their Papers & Messages in
their Dispute with the Assenbly. He was a proud angry Man; and as | had
occasionally in the Answers of the Assenbly treated his Papers with sonme
Severity, they being really weak in point of Argument, and haughty in
Expressi on, he had conceiv'd a nortal Enmty to nme, which discovering
itself whenever we net, | declin'd the Proprietary's Proposal that he
and |I shoul d di scuss the Heads of Conpl aint between our two selves, and
refus'd treating with any one but them They then by his Advice put the
Paper into the Hands of the Attorney and Solicitor CGeneral for their
pi nion and Counsel wupon it, where it lay unanswered a Year wanting
ei ght Days, during which tinme | made frequent Demands of an Answer from
the Proprietaries but w thout obtaining any other than that they had not
yet receiv'd the Qpinion of the Attorney & Solicitor General: What it
was when they did receive it | never learnt, for they did not
conmuni cate it to nme, but sent a |long Message to the Assenbly drawn &
signed by Paris reciting nmy Paper, conplaining of its want of Formality
as a Rudeness on ny part, and giving a flinsey justification of their
Conduct, adding that they should be willing to acconbdate Matters, if
t he Assenbly woul d send over sone Person of Candour to treat with them
for that purpose, intimating thereby that I was not such. The want of
Formal ity or Rudeness, was probably ny not having address'd the Paper to
hemwith their assumd Titles of true and absolute Proprietaries of the
Provi nce of Pensilvania, which | onmtted as not thinking it necessary in
a Paper the Intention of which was only to reduce to a Certainty by
witing what in Conversation | had delivered viva voce. But during
this Delay, the Assenbly having prevail'd with Governor Denny to pass an
Act taxing the Proprietary Estate in conmon with the Estates of the
Peopl e, which was the grand Point in Dispute, they onmtted answering the
Message.

VWhen this Act however cane over, the Proprietaries counsell'd by Paris
determin'd to oppose its receiving the Royal Assent. Accordingly they
petition'd the King in Council, and a Hearing was appointed, in which
two Lawyers were enploy'd by them against the Act, and two by nme in
Support of it. They alledg' d that the Act was intended to |oad the
Proprietary Estate in order to spare those of the People, and that if it
were suffer'd to continue in force, & the Proprietaries who were in
Qdiumwith the People, left to their Mercy in proportioning the Taxes,
they would inevitably be ruined. We reply'd that the Act had no such
Intenti on and woul d have no such Effect. That the Assessors were honest



& di screet Men, under an Qath to assess fairly & equitably, & that any
Advant age each of them m ght expect in |essening his own Tax by
augnmenting that of the Proprietaries was too trifling to induce themto
perjure thenmselves. This is the purport of what | renenber as urg' d by
both Sides, except that we insisted strongly on the m schievous
Consequences that must attend a Repeal; for that the Money, 100, 000L
being printed and given to the King's Use, expended in his Service, &
now spread anong the People, the Repeal would strike it dead in their
Hands to the Ruin of many, & the total Discouragenent of future Gants,
and the Selfishness of the Proprietors in soliciting such a genera

Cat astrophe, nmerely froma groundl ess Fear of their Estate being taxed
too highly, was insisted on in the strongest Terns. On this Lord
Mansfi el d, one of the Council rose, & beckoning to nme, took ne into the
Cerk's Chanber, while the Lawers were pleading, and ask'd ne if | was
really of Opinion that no Injury would be done the Proprietary Estate in

the Execution of the Act. | said, Certainly. Then says he, you can have
little Objection to enter into an Engagenent to assure that Point.
answer'd None, at all. He then call'd in Paris, and after some Di scourse

his Lordship's Proposition was accepted on both Sides; a Paper to the
pur pose was drawn up by the derk of the Council, which | sign'd with M
Charl es, who was al so an Agent of the Province for their ordinary
Affairs; when Lord Mansfield return'd to the Council Chanber where
finally the Law was allowed to pass. Sone Changes were however
recomended and we al so engag' d they should be nade by a subsequent Law
but the Assenbly did not think them necessary, For one Year's Tax having
been levied by the Act before the Oder of Council arrived, they

appoi nted a Conmmttee to exanm ne the Percedings of the Assessors, & On
this Commttee they put several particular Friends of the Proprietaries.
After a full Enquiry they unaninmously sign'd a Report that they found
the Tax had been assess'd with perfect Equity. The Assenbly |ook'd on ny
entring into the first Part of the Engagenent as an essential Service to
the Province, since it secur'd the Credit of the Paper Mney then spread
over all the Country; and they gave ne their Thanks in form when
return"d.- But the Proprietaries were enrag'd at Governor Denny for
havi ng pass'd the Act, & turn'd himout, with Threats of suing himfor
Breach of Instructions which he had given Bond to observe. He however
havi ng done it the Instance of the General & for his Majesty's Service,
and havi ng some powerful Interest at Court, despis'd the Threats, and
they were never put in Execution

THE END

Foot not es

*001 As a proof that FRANKLIN was anciently the conmmon nane of an
order or rank in England, see Judge Fortescue, De |audibus Legum
Angliae, witten about the year 1412, in which is the foll ow ng
passage, to show that good juries nmight easily be formed in any part
of Engl and.

"Regio etiamilla, ita respersa refertaque est possessoribus
terrarum et agrorum quod in ea, villula tamparva reperiri
non poterit, in qua non est mles, armger, vel pater-famli as,
qualis ibidem Franklin vulgariter nuncupatur, magnis ditatus
possessi oni bus, nec non |libere tenentes eta alii valecti plurim,



suis patrinoniis sufficientes ad faci endum juratam in forma
praenotata."

"Moreover, the sane country is so filled and repl eni shed with | anded
menne, that therein so small a Thorpe cannot be found werein dwel eth
not a knight, an esquire, or such a householder, as is there comonly
called a Franklin, enriched with great possessions; and al so ot her
freehol ders and many yeonen able for their livelihoods to nake a jury
in formaforenentioned,"- ( Ad Translation. )

Chaucer too calls his Country Gentleman, a Franklin, and after
descri bi ng his good housekeepi ng thus charcterises him

"This worthy Franklin bore a purse of silk,

Fix"d to his girdle, white as norning mlKk.

Kni ght of the Shire, first Justice at th' Assize,
To help the poor, the doubtful to advise.

In all enploynents, generous, just, he proved,
Renown' d for courtesy, by all bel oved."

*002 In the Island of Nantucket.

*003 M Matthew Adans.

*004 | fancy his harsh & tyrannical Treatnment of nme, m ght be a neans
of inpressing ne with that Aversion to arbitrary Power that has stuck
to ne thro' nmy whole Life.

*005 A Printing House is always called a Chappel by the Wrknen. -

*006 "H s Excellency Governor Burnet died unexpectedly about two
Days after the Date of this Reply to his |last Message: And it was
t hought the Dispute would have ended with him or at |east have lain
dormant till the Arrival of a new Governor from England, who
possi bly might, or mght not be inclin'd to enter too rigorously into
t he Measures of his Predecessor. But our |ast Advices by the Post
acquai nt us, that his Honour the Lieutenant Governour (on whomthe
Government i nmedi ately devol ves upon the Death or Absence of the
Commander in Chief) has vigorously renew d the Struggle on his own
Account; of which the Particulars will be seen in our Next.

"Per haps sonme of our Readers may not fully understand the Original or
G ound of this warm Contest between the Governour and Assenbly.- It
seens, that People have for these Hundred Years past, enjoyed the
Privil ege of Rewarding the Governour for the Tinme being, according to

their Sense of his Merit and Services; and few or none of their
Governors have hitherto conplain'd, or had Reason to conplain, of a
too scanty Allowance. But the late Gov. Burnet brought with him
Instructions to demand a settled Salary of 1000 |. per Annum
Sterling, on himand all his Successors, and the Assenbly were
required to fix it immediately. He insisted on it strenuously to the
last, and they as constantly refused it. It appears by their Votes and
Proceedi ngs, that they thought it an Inposition, contrary to their own
Charter, and to Magna Charta; and they judg'd that by the Dictates
of Reason there should be a nutual Dependence between the Governor
and the Governed, and that to make any Governour independent of his
Peopl e, woul d be dangerous, and destructive of their Liberties, and the
ready Way to establish Tyranny: They thought |ikew se, that the

Provi nce was not the | ess dependent on the Crown of Geat-Britain, by
t he Governour's depending inmediately on them and his own good Conduct
for an anple Support, because all Acts and Laws which he m ght be

i nduc'd to pass, must neverthel ess be constantly sent Home for
Approbation in Order to continue in Force. Many ot her Reasons were

gi ven and Argunents us'd in the Course of the Controversy, needless to
particul ari ze here, because all the material Papers relating to it,
have been inserted already in our Public News.



"Miuch deserved Praise has the deceas'd Governour receiv'd, for his
steady Integrity in adhering to his Instructions, notw thstanding the
great Difficulty and Cpposition he net with, and the strong Tenptations
offer'd fromtinme to tinme to i nduce himto give up the Point.- And yet
per haps sonething is due to the Assenbly (as the Love and Zeal of
that Country for the present Establishment is too well known to suffer
any Suspicion of Want of Loyalty) who continue thus resolutely to Abide
by what they Think their R ght, and that of the People they
represent, maugre all the Arts and Menaces of a Governour famid for his
Cunning and Politicks, back'd with Instructions from Hone, and
powerful ly aided by the great Advantage such an O ficer always has of
engagi ng the principal Men of a Place in his Party, by conferring where
he pl eases so many Posts of Profit and Honour. Their happy Mot her
Country will perhaps observe with Pleasure, that tho' her gallant Cocks
and matchl ess Dogs abate their native Fire and Intrepidity when
inmported to a Foreign dinme (as the comon Notion is) yet her SONS in
the renotest Part of the Earth, and even to the third and fourth
Descent, still retain that ardent Spirit of Liberty, and that undaunted
Courage in the Defence of it, which has in every Age so gloriously
di stingui shed BRI TONS and ENG.I SHVEN from all the Rest of mankind."

*007 | got his Son once 500L.

*008 Let not the stealing God of Sleep surprize,

Nor creep in Slunbers on thy weary Eyes,

Ere ev'ry Action of the fornmer Day,

Strictly thou dost, and righteously survey.
Wth Rev'rence at thy own Tribunal stand,

And answer justly to thy own Dermand.

VWere have | been? In what have | transgrest?
VWhat Good or Il has this Day's Life exprest?
VWere have | fail'd in what | ought to do?

In what to GOD, to Man, or to nyself | owe?
Inquire severe whate'er fromfirst to |ast,
From Morning's Dawn till Ev' nings d oom has past.
If BEvil were thy Deeds, repenting nourn,

And let thy Soul with strong Renorse be torn:
If Good, the Good with Peace of nind repay,
And to thy secret Self with Pleasure say,
Rejoice, ny Heart, for all went well to Day.

*009 This Dialogue and the Mlitia Act, are in the Gent Magazi ne
for February & March 1756.



